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MAZDA MX-5 

HAS JAPAN PERFECTED THE BRITISH ROADSTER? 


Ferrari 488 GTB > McLaren 675LT > Porsche 911 GT3 RS > LamboAventadorSV 
Corvette Z06> Porsche Cayman GT4 > Mercedes-AMG GTS> Lotus Evora 400 
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BMW M2 
ALFA’S 'M3' 

AS BMW PULLS THE VEIL OFF ITS 1M SUCCESSOR, ALFA AHEMPTS 
A ONE-UP WITH ITS NEW M3-BESTING GIULIA. THIS MEANS WAR. 

Mini JCW Mini Ciubman > Peugeot 208 

BMW 3 Series > Hyundai Santa Fe > Toyota Aygo > Lexus RX450h 
Porsche and Audi EVs > Design icon: Fioravanti 







*Price valid at time of going to print. 

www.toyota.co.za - Visit your nearest Toyota Dealership for more information. 
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Think new 



The New Passat is designed to do a lot of the thinking for you. That's why it offers City Emergency Braking* and 
Adaptive Cruise Control*, as well as a digital instrument cluster with Active Info Display*. It also features front 
and rear Park Distance Control to navigate tight spots, and side and curtain airbags for when you really need them. 

New Passat. Think New. 


Passat specifications: llOkW TSI Comfortline Manual, llOkW TSI Comfortline DSG®, 132kW Highline DSG®, 162kW R-Line DSG®. 
*0ptional features 




Visit vw.co.za/Passat 
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Lamborghini, Ferrari, 
McLaren, Porsche, Corvette, 
Merc-AMG and Lotus meet 
on page 62 to crown the 
greatest sports car of 2015 



We’ve gone a 
bit mad 

W E KNOW. THERE’S a lot 

happening on our cover this month. 

A plethora of performers, sporty 
types of every description from 
humble roadsters to blistering hot 
hatchbacks, super saloons and coupes before we really 
dial the lunacy up to eleven with a collection of speed 
machines all vying for the honour of being crowned 
2015’s Best Sports Car. Of course we’ve offset all this with an element of consumer 
advice - a quick comparison of four, seven-seater SUVs ranging from the all-new 
Ford Everest, via the familiar Toyota Prado and more-premium-than-ever Audi 
Qy to the frankly ridiculous Infiniti QX80. However, what I find most compelling 
are the two stars of our local road tests: Mazda’s svelte new MX-5 and Honda’s 
turbocharged Civic Type R. It’s all about perspective. Sure they’re both Japanese, 
and clearly they’re not rivals, but it is interesting to note that they’re modern 
representatives of a battle fought four decades ago. While others may claim to 
have been first, the original VW Golf GTI defined the hot hatch as we know it. Its 
superior versatility (four doors and a boot} over the established entry-level 
driver’s car, the British-style roadster, was undeniable, and soon enough so was 
its superior performance. It’s 2015 and the best British roadster is still the very 
un-British Mazda MX-5, in its fourth and finest iteration, as compact and as 
charming as ever, and yours for circa R390000, or around R45000 less than a GTI. 
Does it have what it takes to dethrone at least a few of the current crop of fiery 
hatchbacks? Well, I couldn’t say for sure but it’s probably worth noting that 
hardly anybody else bothers to make British roadsters anymore, not even the 
British. They are too busy churning out hot hatchbacks (via Germany) such as the 
Mini Cooper JCW, also tested in this issue. 

Meanwhile the BMW mother ship has finally unveiled the M2, a compact 
sports coupe rocking lyikW - essentially the successor to the brilliant iM. 
Naturally we were there to get the inside story, as were we when Alfa surprised us 
all by channelling its inner-Ferrari with an M3-rivalling Giulia Quadrifoglio 
churning out 375kW. You’ll want to know about the ‘dieselgate’ scandal of course, 
a silly name for the Volkswagen Group’s very serious faux-pas. But don’t spend 

too much time damning them 
after reading our report on the 
emissions scandal on page 14, 
because there’s light at the end of 
the VAG tunnel in the futuristic 
shapes of the Porsche Mission E 
and the Audi Q6 E-Tron Quattro. 
Or maybe I’m wrong. What do 
you think? Can a pair of fully- 
electric apologists make up for 
integrity and share value lost? 
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Innovation 
that excites 


THE NISSAN LEAF. 

“GO FROM 0-100 IN A HEARTBEAT.” 

WITH 100% TORQUE, THE FUTURE'S ELECTRIFYING. 

Feel the rush of a true pioneering spirit with the Nissan LEAF. 
At the heart of innovation, it's the first 1 00% electric car to reach 
1 billion fuel-free kilometres travelled. It boasts a class-leading 
range of 1 95 kilometres, regenerative braking and 1 00% torque. 

Join over 200 000 existing drivers, visit www.nissan.co.za for 
more information. 
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We sit down with the man who penned such legends as the 
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The all new GLC. 

Make the best of every terrain. 

The all new GLC is designed to break new ground. Intelligent technology, such as 
Mercedes- Benz PRE-SAFE® and state-of-the-art driver assistance systems, puts you 
in the seat of leading innovation, plus you’ll find that seat in the largest in-class cabin. 
For more information, visit www.everyterrain.co.za 

Mercedes-Benz 

The best or nothing. 

Vehicle specifications may vary for the South African market. 
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I T’S A VERY EXCITING time to be alive. Well, if 
you’re a petrolhead. Downsizing has meant smaller- 
capacity engines now make massive power without 
compromising fuel economy and emissions. Just 
look at the four-wheel drive, iSokW, 2.0-litre turbo- 
four A45, now upgraded with a front limited-slip 
diff and capable of o-iookph in 4.2sec. It follows (very) hot 
on the heels of the second-generation Audi RS3 Sportback, 
another all-wheel- drive family-sized monster, this one 
with a zyokW 2.5-litre turbo-five capable of propelling it 
from zero to lookph in 4.3sec. 

Confident statements of significant intent, both. But 
look closely and you’ll see signs of nerves: a shivering door 
mirror here, a tiny unanticipated dribble of fluid there. 

And the reason is staring you in the face - this is the new 
BMWM2. 

Having already slapped the competition around a bit 
with the M235i - a mere ‘M Performance’ version of the 2 
Series coupe - M Division has now decided to get serious. 
Like the limited production iM Coupe before it, the M2 
isn’t so much a jumped up cooking compact as it is a pared 
down M3, making it something akin to an automotive 
gym junkie with an addiction to fat-shredding 
supplements. We’re talking maximum muscle, little 

M2: BMW’s 
272kW go-kart 

Fabulous though the M235i is, it’s not a true M car, 
in name or in intent. This, on the other hand, very 
much is; the thundering, ‘kinky’ M2. By CJ Hubbard 


frippery, rear-wheel drive - and the kind of personality 
that comes with a dangerous glint in its eye. 

What does that mean? Not the full 3i7kW M3 and M4 
engine - imagine! - but a 272kW M TwinPower 
turbocharged straight-six of similar 3.0 -litre capacity, 
which BMW’s head of M Division Frank van Meel 
describes as ‘in between’ those fitted to the M2’s greater 
and lesser siblings: ‘We pushed up the performance of the 
M235i engine, but that couldn’t be done by just doing 
some software. So we changed the pistons, we changed 
the way the crankshaft is integrated into the engine, and 
we took parts from the M3 engine.’ 

For the record, the result is a 32kW increase over the 
24okW M235i, while the quoted 465Nm of torque is an 
i5Nm improvement - still some way shy of the M3’s 
55oNm. But this M3 face-saving Frankenstein vibe gives 
way to pure cloning with the wholesale deployment of big 
brother’s gearboxes and chassis components. This 
propagates a choice of standard M-grade six-speed manual 
or optional seven-speed M-DCT twin-clutch automatic 
when it comes to swapping cogs, and a much, much wider 
set of wheelarches. 

‘The M235i is a success story. We sold 9000 units last year, 
which accounts for 30 per cent of the overall volume. So we 
were not in a hurry to do any M2,’ says van Meel. 

‘Especially if you look at comparison tests of M235i against 
its competition, there really wouldn’t be a need. But we said, 
okay, we want to do one. So the differentiation to M235i, 
which is already a winner, must be really big. So more or 
less we’ve made a supercar out of the 2 Series by putting the 
M3 chassis under the 2 Series car.’ 

He isn’t just talking about the M3’s forged aluminium 
suspension components, which are lighter, stiffer and 
considerably broader than the standard 2 Series kit - the 
M3/M4 has a 1579/1 603mm front/rear track, the M235i 
1 521/1 556mm; those arches aren’t for show - but also the ► 



Bespoke engine, 
but M2’s chassis 
and transmisssion 
are heavily M3/M4 
inspired 
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Designers looked 
to the E30 M3 for 
inspiration, then 
presumably chose 
to ignore its 
brilliance 


Transmission 
options are a seven- 
speed twin clutch 
DOT or six-speed 
M-grade manual 


BMW M2: the rivals 


M Dynamic Mode driving setting and the Active M 
Differential. The former flips the car’s personality from 
fast cruiser to serious bruiser, adjusting the steering, the 
drivetrain and the M Adaptive suspension, while the latter 
combines the potency of a locking gear set with an 
electronic brain that uses your current driving data to 
decide whether the diff should be open, partially locked or 
100 per cent welded, delivering the optimum dynamic 
control in any particular set of circumstances. Maybe the 
M3 and M4 should be getting nervous, too. 

T don’t think so,’ chuckles Van Meek ‘Because M3 and 
M4 are a little bit more, uh, adult, and M2 is going to be 
really, I don’t want to use the word kinky, but it’s more a 
go-kart. And of course it still has the package of the 2 
Series. It’s the entry drug for the M boys, but it’s more like 
the 1 Series M Coupe, and that also existed next to M3 at 
the time, and was just completely different - the character 
of this car is completely different too.’ 

It’s also not quite as fast. Van Meel says the M2’s target 
weight is sub-i 500kg, which would be down from the 
M235i’s 1 530kg best (though M Division said the same 
thing about M3 and M4, and they ended up at 1 572 and 
1 595kg) and go some way towards compensating for the 
power and torque deficit. But the M2 still needs a couple 
of tenths more to get to lookph, 
taking 4.3sec with the M-DCT and 
4.5sec with the manual. If you’re 
thinking that’s also behind the new 
AMG A45, and merely on par with 
the RS3, remember the M2 is 
relying on its rear wheels alone to 
put that performance to the 
tarmac; we’re dealing with a 
different kind of hardcore here. 
That word kinky comes up again, 
to the consternation of Van Meel’s 
attendant press officer, but it 
resonates strongly. M2 is going to 
be a wild ride. 

Options will include an M Driver’s 
Package, to increase the electronic 



Designer Karim 
Habib (top) and 
M boss Frank van 
Meel. ‘We’ve made 
a supercar out of 
the 2 Series’ 


spoilsport from the usual 25okph to 
27okph - ‘because there are a lot of cars 
on the German autobahn that can do 
250,’ says van Meel. M2 customers will 
want to leave them behind. This stuff 
matters. 

Keeping costs under control, van Meel 
and BMW’s recently appointed head of 
design Karim Habib confirm that the 
M2 ’s distended bodywork isn’t made of 
anything exotic, just the usual steel 
accessorised with aluminium. The look 
is new, though. 

‘I wouldn’t say it’s a departure, but it’s a 
strong evolution for our M cars,’ Habib 
postulates, referring specifically to the 
downturned ‘winglet’ elements in those 
side air intakes at the front, set to become 
a new M theme. Habib is also particularly 
taken with the way the shoulder line 
fades out above the tail lamps, 
emphasising the M2’s muscularity. He 
cites the E30 M3 as a specific influence. 

We like Habib. ‘I’m really happy with the 
way it turned out!’ he says. 

There are four colour choices: white, 
black, grey and Long Beach Blue. The 
wheels are lightweight 19s, with M 
Compound brakes lurking behind them, 
and you get a twin-exit sports exhaust. 

On the inside it’s black leather with blue 
stitching, with a choice of regular sports 
seats or optional Recaros - the usual overly-chunky M 
steering wheel appearing as the only downer in the entire 
exercise thus far. The proof will be in the driving, of course. 
But we have a hunch M2 won’t disappoint. Asked how 
excited he is about this car, van Meel responds: ‘I think the 
main point about this car is that M Division put all of its 
emotions into this vehicle. We do this always, but in the M2 
it’s driven to the top. It’s a no-compromise car. Everything 
we could do, we did. Because we can.’ 


‘If you look at sales of AMG’s A45, if you 
look at RS3, you see that in this market 
there is rapid growth’ - Frank van Meel on 
why BMW is building the M2 now 



Mercedes-AMG A45 

It’s always been powerful, but AMG’s 
improved the way the A45 drives as well as 
pumping power to 280kW 



Audi RS3 Sportback 

270kW RS3 wins the autobahn GP, with an 
optional 280kph limiter - the M2 and A45 
are pegged at 270kph 



VW GolfR420 

Mad 309kW 2.0-litre turbo Golf is set to 
make production in 2016, assuming VW 
survives the #dieselgate fallout 



Ford Focus RS 

Like all M2 rivals the 257kW Focus is awd 
not rwd, but a ‘drift mode’ promises to 
make it steer from the rear 


12 TOPCAR.CO.ZA | December 2015 



DDB SA 42751 /E 


■\\\l Ot IHt 

UU \i\lRGR\UG. 





The new Type R is the most extreme and high-performing Type R ever built. At 0-100km/h in 
5.7 seconds, it’s the fastest accelerating front-wheel drive hatchback around. With a 270km/h 
top speed that helped it set a class record lap time of 7 minutes and 50 seconds around the 
iconic Nurburgring track, the Type R has quickly become the king. 


The Power of Dreams 


INSIDER. 


HE DIESEL EMISSIONS 

scandal is pitting the people 
vs the People s Car-maker. 
Social media is buzzing with 
opinions on the Volkswagen 
brand’s toxicity: who wouldn’t 
be outraged by the contempt of VW 
engineers flouting laws designed to protect 
people’s health, for commercial advantage? 
And the fallout is spreading beyond VW, 
putting the gutless European emissions test 
under the spotlight, and even bringing the 
diesel engine’s future into question. 

V W will pay an exorbitant price for its 
deception: manufacturing and installing 
software that ran two distinct diesel 
operating cycles, one for the laboratory to 
‘defeat’ emissions tests, and one for the road. 
The on-road programme reduced the 
effectiveness of the exhaust emissions 
control system, increasing NOx pollution to 
10-40 times the permissible US limit. 

In the first few days of the crisis, $22 
billion was wiped off VW’s stock value. 

Then there’s the cost of recalling and 
reprogramming 482000 US cars, the cost of 
fighting class actions, and the fine: $y.4hn 
worst case scenario, estimate analysts 
Bernstein. Plus the reputational damage. 


caused by such a public shaming and 
inconveniencing consumers, who may find 
the driveability or economy of their 
reprogrammed cars suffer (though VW says 
it’s striving to avoid this}. It’s a massive blow 
for Volkswagen, which was already 
struggling to meet its North American 
growth targets. 

The shockwave hits Europe 

The fallout has been brutal in Wolfsburg 
too: Martin Winterkorn, Volkswagen CEO 
for eight years, resigned within days of the 
scandal breaking. He’s been replaced by 
Porsche CEO Matthias Muller. The 
company has also suspended an unspecified 
number of engineers, as it seeks to identify 
those responsible for criminal activities. 

The defeat device affects 11m vehicles 
worldwide, more cars than Toyota recalled 
when it investigated unintended acceleration 
in 2010. Cars running the EA189 engine 
family of 2.0-, 1.6- and 1.2-litre TDIs (mostly 
last generation Golf, Passat and Tiguan} 
need a software upgrade; Audi, Seat and 
Skoda TDIs are also affected, as are some 
VW vans. 

Dieselgate also calls into question the 
impotent NEDC European testing cycle. 


which dates back to the ’70s. And as with the 
corruption charges against football’s 
governing body EIEA, it has taken an 
American investigation to trigger action on 
a European failing. 

Today’s 11km test on a rolling road, which 
an insider described to us in 2013 as a ‘fairly 
lame set of tootling about most drivers 
would struggle to replicate’, is 
embarrassingly redundant. In America, 
independent agencies source cars from the 
production line and test them more 
exactingly on NOx: the US limit is o.03g/ 
km, for example, compared with o.o8g/km 
to meet the latest Euro-6 diesel standard. 

And then there’s the massive gap between 
the NEDC test figures and real-world fuel 
economy; lobby group Transport & 
Environment (T&E) claims this has 
widened to a staggering 40%. There’s 
repeated anecdotal evidence that 
manufacturers are allowed to ‘optimise’ 
their pre-production test cars - improving 
tyre rolling resistance, using special 
lubricants, taping up shutlines, 
disconnecting the alternator - something 
disputed by UK trade body, the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 
But the car makers do commission and pay 




C 


rocking 

Events tbatrockect the car world 


Dieselgate 

The scandal that triggered regime change at VW, 
shames European engine testing and threatens the 
compression ignition engine’s very existence 




for the tests: they are not independent. 

‘The European system of testing cars to 
measure fuel economy and CO2 emissions is 
utterly discredited/ said Greg Archer of 
Transport & Environment. ‘The 
Volkswagen scandal was just the tip of the 
iceberg; what lies beneath is widespread 
abuse of testing rules by car makers.’ 

Tougher EU testing - but when? 

The EU and Japan are implementing a new 
Worldwide harmonized Light vehicles Test 
Procedure (WLTP). It’ll last 30 minutes, 
more than a third longer than the NEDC 
test, and its acceleration levels, average speed 
and stop-start punctuations are claimed to 
be far more representative of on-road 
driving. Hybrids won’t run fully-charged, 
which should rein in some of their 
preposterous, three-figure economy claims. 
Experts say up to 20% more fuel will be 
consumed than on the NEDC cycle; 
compliancy for NOx, particulate matter and 
carbon monoxide will continue to be tested. 
Lobbyists, some politicians and the SMMT 
are backing additional on-road tailpipe 
checks, the RDE test. 

But when will the new WLTP test be 
implemented? Discussions started back in 


‘VW is the tip 
of the iceberg; 
beneath iies 
widespread abuse 
of testing ruies by 
car makers’ 


2007, with the UN adopting the procedure 
last year. But it’s now being picked over in 
European Union technical discussions 
behind closed doors. Despite the SMMT 
publicly welcoming a ‘new emissions test 
that is more representative of on-road 
conditions,’ T&E alleges that member states 
with strong car industries - Germany, 
Erance, Italy and the UK - are trying to 
soften the target of 93g/km by 2021. A log/ 
km leeway to take into account the new test’s 
lower atmospheric temperatures, which will 
impact engine efficiency, will be included for 
starters. The wrangling means the test won’t 
become EU law until 2017, the same year 
RDE is tipped for introduction. 

Car makers have been complaining about 
the economic viability of engineering diesels 


to pass toughening regulations on NOx. 

And they’ll fear a shift away from diesel, 
which accounts for 50% of EU car sales. Its 
inherent efficiency advantage helps tackle 
global warming - and manufacturers meet 
their CO2 obligations. 

Even before Dieselgate, Parisian officials 
were criticising the fuel’s local air quality 
impact, and London will financially penalise 
Euro-5 diesels wanting to enter its 2020 
Ultra-Low Emission Zone. The SMMT 
continues to hit back against the 
demonisation of diesel, but VW’s actions 
have brought the fuel into disrepute. 

‘With hydrocarbons, we hit the limit of 
physics several years ago,’ says Lion Musk of 
electric car maker Tesla. ‘Sitting in city 
traffic, your air intake is by the car in front’s 
exhaust pipe: does that make any sense? I’m 
hopeful the result of this is to push the big 
car companies to accelerate their plans for 
zero-emission vehicles.’ 

Max Warburton of analysts Bernstein is 
more succinct. ‘Does this signal the end for 
diesel?’ he asks. ‘Yes, it probably does.’ 



Martin Winterkorn (far left) resigned 
as VW CEO to be replaced by Porsche’s 
Matthias Muller. Arguably neither of 
them got off lightly 
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AMERICAN TEAMS 

haven’t enjoyed nnuch 
success in FI. Many 
have tried their hand 
at the top echelon, 
only to fail, and just 
two teams have 
succeeded in winning 
races. Eagle won the 
1967 Belgian GP with 
Dan Gurney behind 
the wheel and 
John Watson 
took the 
spoils for 
Penske at 
the ’76 


Grosjean at the Haas launch. ‘This option with Haas 
could open other opportunities for me.’ 

There’s speculation that a pre-contract with Ferrari is 
part of Grosjean’s deal with Haas; what we know for sure 
is that Ferrari will get the chance to analyse all of 
Grosjean’s telemetry during 2016. They will be able to 
see how he generates his speed and how he develops the 
car, and all the while Grosjean will get to use the 
Scuderia’s simulator and ingratiate himself with the top 
brass at Maranello. 

But Grosjean still needs a good car. If Haas are too slow 
next season, his star will wane and Ferrari will be tempted 
to look elsewhere for a Raikkdnen replacement. The team 
has a history of only hiring established stars and there will 
be plenty around at the end of next year, such as Daniel 
Ricciardo, Valtteri Bottas and Max Verstappen (who will 
still only be 19!}. 

But the Ferrari link should guarantee Haas a mid-grid 
position. They will get the mechanical side of their car 
from Maranello, leaving Haas to build the chassis and to 
sculpt the bodywork around it. To that effect, they have 
hired Ben Agathangelou as chief aerodynamicist; he’s ex- 
Ferrari and well respected in the industry. 

Haas will have a staff of 200, which is small by Fi 
standards. But the team is producing less of the car than 
any other team on the grid and don’t mistake a small 
workforce for a lack of financial commitment from owner 
Gene Haas. The machine tools magnate is worth nearly $1 
billion, and he has very clear marketing reasons to enter Fi. 

‘There is a synergy between Fi and selling machine 
tools,’ he says. ‘I don’t see myself as any different to Red 
Bull or Nike.’ 

Personnel will be split between Haas’s HQ in 
Kannapolis, North Carolina, and a European logistics 
hub in Banbury, in what used to be the Marussia factory. 
Overseeing day-to-day operations will be team 
principal Gunther Steiner, formerly MD of Jaguar Racing 
and technical director at Red Bull Racing, who will report 
into Haas. 

The switch from Lotus to Haas is a risk for Grosjean, but 
what it tells us above all else is how much he really wants 
to race for Ferrari in Fi. 


Grosjean grabs 
keys to Ferrari’s 
back door 


America and F1: not star-spangled! 


Hidden truth behind Frenchman’s strange 
decision to join American FI rookies in 
2016. By Tom Clarkson 


Austrian GP. 

The US-European 
business model being 
pursued by Flaas isn’t 
new. In 2010 the US El 
Team planned to base 
itself at Charlotte, 
North Carolina, and 
have a logistics hub 
in Europe. But the 
team never got off 
the ground and Flaas 
is the first American 
team on the grid 
since Carl Flaas (no 
relation) founded the 
unsuccessful Lola- 
Flaasteam in 1985. 


o 

Billionaire machine 
tools magnate 
Gene Haas (top) 
has appointed 
Italian Gunther 
Steiner as team 
principal of FTs 
first American 
race team for 30 
years 


TEAM ANGLO 
AMERICAN RACERS 

Car Eagje TIG 

Key drivers Dan 

Gurney, Richie Ginther 
Raced 1966-68 
(32 races) 

Wins 1 Points 17 


TEAM PENSKE 

Car PCI-4 Ford 
Cosworth (below) 

Key drivers John 
Watson, Mark Donohue 
Raced 1974-77 
(54 races) 

Wins 1 Points 22 


A t the precise moment his current Lotus Fi 
team passes back into the hands of his Renault 
countrymen, French driver Romain Grosjean 
has jumped ship and signed for the new Haas 
Fi Team in 2016. His signature is undoubtedly a coup for 
the American outfit, but why should Grosjean - a 10 -time 
podium finisher and one of the sport’s pre-eminent drivers 
- have opted for a rookie team? 

The answer lies in the car’s power unit. Haas have struck 
up a technical partnership with Ferrari that will see them 
buy the entire rear end of their car - the engine, ERS and 
gearbox - from the Scuderia, including suspension parts 
and brake ducts. By committing to Haas, Grosjean has 
aligned himself with the Scuderia, and that’s significant 
because the team will most likely have a seat available at 
the end of 2016, when Kimi Raikkonen retires from Fi. 

T have five or six seasons left in Fi,’ said 29 -year-old 


TEAM HAAS 

Car Lola Hart THU 

Key drivers Alan 
Jones, Patrick Tambay 
Raced 1985-86 
(32 races) 

Wins 0 Points 6 





Introducing the first-ever compact SUV - the all-new Mazda CX-3 with KODO design, available with MZD connect to keep you 
in touch, and 16" alloy wheels for a high ride that's made for the urban landscape. Its 2.0 litre SKYACTIV engine is available 
in 6-speed automatic or manual transmission, giving you a superb driving experience no matter which option you choose. 
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Tokyo jnotOF toy show 

This year’s batch of concepts prove Japanese carmakers still know how to have fun 



Suzuki Mighty Deck 

Japan has a long tradition of 
endearingly bewildering car names. 
Who could fail to love the Mazda 
Bongo Friendee, Nissan Cedric or 
Flonda That’s (yes, really), to name 
but a few? Prepare to add to that 
illustrious roster the Suzuki Mighty 
Deck making its debut at the 2015 
Tokyo motor show. 

Substitute ‘mighty’ for ‘small’, as 


this is perhaps the tiniest, cutest 
pickup truck you’ll see this year. Suzuki 
describes the Mighty Deck as a ‘fun- 
oriented minicar’, with a retractable 
canvas roof section and repositionable 
load deck, which can be raised and 
lowered electrically. 

With a tiny sub-I.O-litre engine and 
titchy dimensions, officially it’s a ‘Kei’ 
class car. 


Toyota FCV Plus 

The FCV Plus concept is able to 
share its generated electricity with 
community networks, as well as 
generate electricity when not being 
used as a vehicle. A mobile power 
station? This would be the ideal 
vehicle of choice for load-shed-fed- 
up South Africans. 

Toyota says it ‘envisages a 
sustainable society in which 


hydrogen energy is readily in use.’ 

Power comes from four 
electric motors located at each 
wheel, with the hydrogen fuel 
cell stack-mounted on the front 
axle, the hydrogen storage tank 
located at the rear. Toyota says this 
arrangement allows for a spacious 
cabin with an optimal weight 
balance. 




Toyota Kikai concept 


Ahh, Tokyo. Land of neon, gadgets and 
crazy concept cars. Take this Toyota 
Kikai, for example - which appears 
to have escaped from the workshop 
without bothering to pick up any clothes. 

The rear suspension components 
are fully exposed, while mounting 
the front rocker arms so high means 
you - the occupants - can watch 


them moving with the road surface, 
just like you’re piloting a Caterham 
Seven. There’s even a window by the 
driver’s feet for viewing the tyres 
and the tarmac. Said pilot is seated 
in the middle with a passenger on 
either side, giving the driver ‘a more 
instinctive sensory connection with 
the vehicle’. Apparently. 


Mitsubishi eX concept 


The eX concept takes its inspiration 
clearly from the XR-PFIEV concept 
car shown at the Geneva motor 
show. It possesses a similar 
appearance, while the high 
waistline and narrow glasshouse 
echos the Range Rover Evoque. 

The eX will run on a purely 
electric, all-wheel drive system. 
This new EV system employs a 
high-capacity and high- 
performance battery together 


with compact, high-output electric 
motors making it lighter and more 
efficient. It also boasts a cruising 
range of 400km. 

The drive battery situated 
beneath the body not only helps 
lower the centre of gravity, 
together with its Twin Motor 4WD 
and S-AWC integrated vehicle 
dynamics control systems, it should 
provide optimal handling and 
outstanding vehicle stability. 
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Nissan Teatro for Dayz concept 


Brace yourself. This isn’t going to be 
comfortable reading. Not only does 
this new Nissan ‘Teatro for Dayz’ 
concept have a really awkward name, 
it is also - if you believe the hype - 
another portent for the death of car 
enthusiasm among young people. An 
End of Dayz mobile, if you like. 

Pared back to its fundamentals, the 
Nissan Teatro for Dayz is all-electric 
Kei car. That’s the ‘minicar’ class that 
complies with a strict set of Japanese 
regulations governing footprint and 
- where fitted, which isn’t here - 
internal combustion engine capacity. 
It’s a boxy, practical looking thing, 
rather than a sporty little number (so 
not a Honda S660 rival), with rounded 
pushme-pullyou visuals that bring to 
mind the late Nissan Cube. 


And like the Cube, it’s intended 
to thrill not through its driving 
experience, but as a means of 
transforming the car into something 
more... social. But where the 
Cube offered sofa-style seating and 
crazy shag-pile accessories, the 
Teatro for Dayz presents itself 
as a technologically enabled blank 
canvas for digital natives. Which 
is to say it’s totally packed with 
display screens. 

Naturally, it’s an EV. Partly because 
the connected generation is entirely 
used to charging their devices 
at home (and any other available 
opportunity), and partly because all 
that stored juice is ideal for topping up 
all the other electronic equipment we 
carry about now. 


Subaru Viziv concept 


The Viziv acts as a showcase for 
current and near-market telematics 
and hybrid powertrain tech, and its 
altogether rather nicely proportioned 
styling gives us a few clues as to 
how the next-gen Forester, Outback 
or any other of Subaru’s various 
interchangeable 4wd off-roader-ish 
estate models will look. 

It’s powered by a development 
of the current production hybrid 
powertrain in the XV Hybrid, using 
the 1.6-litre turbocharged petrol 
engine from the new Levorg. Being a 


Subaru, it’s four-wheel-drive, but the 
rear axle is powered purely by the 
electric motor -there’s no propshaft, 
allowing for a flat floor and roomier 
packaging.As SUVs (and Subarus) go, 
it’s not such a bad looker, with a vast 
glass roof and the kind of bracket- 
shaped LED treatment at the front 
that’s becoming all the rage (see also 
the new Honda FCV). 

Ticking the ‘lifestyle’ box in ink, the 
concept also sports an integrated 
cycle rack with a brace of futuristic 
mountain bikes. 



Toyota S-FR 

Meet the Toyota S-FR. Looks pretty 
sweet, doesn’t it? 

It’s a definite Mazda MX-5 rival - 
right down to the combination of front- 
mid engine, rear-wheel drive layout 
(so that’s where the FR comes from), 
with six-speed manual transmission 
and independent suspension. Toyota 
has gone with a coupe bodystyle, 
though, which probably means it 
could be made cheaper and lighter, 
and offer extra added precision and 
responsiveness, compared to the 
open-top Mazda. 

In a further effort to avoid the 
copycat tag, Toyota is also talking 
big about its back-to-basics sporting 
heritage, referencing the 2000GT 
and S800 in particular (but not the 
MR2, which was always Mid-engined 
and Rear-wheel drive). There are no 


specific performance details for the 
S-FR available yet, but this is definitely 
on our must-see list for this year’s 
Tokyo show. Please Toyota, just put it 
into production. 

It’s said to seat four. But that’s got 
to be a bit of a squeeze as the S-FR 
isjust 3990mm long, 1695mm wide 
and 1320mm high, with a 2480mm 
wheelbase. For comparison, 
the MX-5 is 3915mm by 1735mm, 
1225mm tall and has a 2310mm 
wheelbase. 

The S-FR is not a Kei car - the 
Japanese microcar category is 
regulated to 3 400mm by 1 480mm - 
so could it be based on a cut-down 
GT86 platform? Toyota’s existing 
rear-drive thriller is 80mm wider 
and has an extra 90mm between its 
axles, but it’s not inconceivable. 



Honda Fuel Cell Vehicle 


Honda has confirmed the world 
debut of its production-spec Fuel 
Cell Vehicle (FCV) at the 44th Tokyo 
motor show. Following hot on 
the heels of the Toyota Mirai and 
Hyundai ix35 Fuel Cell, it’s further 
proof that the Japanese and Korean 
car makers are inching towards 
making the hydrogen fuel-cell a 
commercial reality. The company 
says it is ‘provisionally called the 
FCV,’ leaving it some wriggle room 
for a different production badge 
when low-volume sales start in 2016. 


Honda claims the FCV is ‘the world’s 
first production model of a fuel-cell 
powered saloon to house the entire 
fuel-cell powertrain in the space 
normally occupied by the engine and 
transmission.’ We’re splitting hairs 
here, surely? 

Apparently not: Honda claims 
this layout means the FCV can seat 
five adults in comfort and quotes a 
700km range. The fuel-cell can also 
act as a mobile power unit, its inverter 
supplying electricity to homes or 
offices in an emergency. 
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Tour de 
prance 


Introducing the new Ferrari F12 tdf: not a 
typo, another name for a GTO 


It references the 
Tour de France. 

No, not the French 
cycle race -this 
is the endurance 
road race heid in 
the 1950s and ’60s, 
won four times by 
the 1956 Ferrari 
250 GT Beriinetta. 
Fiencethe unusuai 
‘tdf abbreviation, 
with its ciattery 
diesei overtones 



ARANELLO’S CLEARLY NOT shying 
away from some unusual names in recent 
years: today it announced the Ferrari 
Fiitdf - the latest track-spec, go-faster 
Fi 2 super-coupe, which had been 
predicted to wear the GTO badge. 

The coupe-only Fii Tour De France has been given a 
classical high-tech Ferrari going-over. It weighs an 
impressive iiokg lighter, thanks to a stash of carbonfibre 
used inside and out. The kerbweight of 1415kg (dry) is 
impressive when you remember this car measures nearly 
4.7m long and 2.0m wide. 

Visually, you won’t mistake this for anything other than 



an Fi 2, but Maranello has tweaked the look substantially: 
there’s a wider track front and rear, the Aerobridge front 
splitter device is now crafted from carbonfibre (it changes 
shape at speed), the bodywork is peppered with numerous 
louvres and vents and aero trickery including a bigger rear 
wing while those five-twin-spoked alloys are redesigned to 
cut weight. Parts of the dashboard and door panels are 
now made from composite and the glovebox is binned. 
Who needs gloves in a Ferrari with 573kW? 

An 8900rpm redline... 

And that 65-degree V12 should scream like a 
true red-blooded Ferrari engine should; there 
are no turbos here, and a tempting-if-you’re- 
brave-enough 8900rpm redline. It develops an 
extra 30kW thanks to race-inspired tappets 
and new variable-geometry intake trumpets 
with more than a passing resemblance to the 
Scuderia’s racing engines’. 

The FI DCT transmission has 6% shorter 
gear ratios and can swap cogs up to 40% 
faster - helping to transmit all that extra grunt 
to the rear wheels for lightning-fast responses. 

No wonder it can sprint to 200kph in just 
7.9sec, and lap Fiorano in Imin 21sec. 
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©In the moment 


Pushing a Cobra way 
beyond its iimits 

Take a sopping wet Goodwood circuit, lob in former FI pilot 
Giedo van der Garde in a Cobra, and stand well back 



0 


‘Goodwood Revival 
is truly unique’ 

‘Goodwood is a very 
unforgiving circuit’ 

‘The Cobra is tricky, 
a real handful...’ 

last year was my first 
visit. 1 had been to the 
Festival of Speed, which 
is cool, but the Revival 
is something else -an 
amazing weekend 
[search YouTube for 
‘Giedo Goodwood’ to 
see him in action]. Lord 
March gets the most 
incredible collection of 
people together.’ 

‘It’s a flat and very fast 
circuit, as you’d expect 
given its airfield origins. 

There is no room for even 
the slightest mistake; no 
high-friction run-off areas 
and no gravel traps. If you 
go off here, there’s some 
lovely slippery green 
grass and then something 
hard and solid to stop 
you.’ 

‘It just slides and slides. 
There’s zero grip and no 
downforce... and that’s 
in the dry. In the wet you 
have to wrestle it from one 
corner to another. There’s 
understeer followed 
by snap oversteer, and 
that happens five or six 
times per corner. There’s 
wheelspinat140mphin 
fourth.’ 




‘It’s someone else’s 
very expensive car’ 

‘In the beginning you take 
care because you are 
driving an irreplaceable 
car. An FI car can be 
replaced; not so these 
classics. You feel a 
weight of responsibility 
when you head out onto 
the circuit but then you 
get into the rhythm 
and all that stuff just 
disappears.’ 

‘You can only learn 
so much car control’ 

‘You can learn car 
control by driving lots of 
different cars, in different 
conditions, on different 
tracks, but you need to 
have talent inside you. You 
need to instinctively know 
what the car is going to 
do before it does it, and 
without panicking. You 
can’t learn the last five 
percent.’ 

‘I’m driving lots of 
different cars’ 

‘1 had that trouble with 
Sauber at the start of 
the year, which stopped 
me getting into anything 
full-time this season. 

But I’ve been testing, 
including DTM, WEC and 
Formula E. In the same 
week 1 drove the Cobra 

1 also drove a GP2 car. 
Eour wheels were all 
they had in common.’ 


■_VOLKSW 


onnect4 


VOLKSWAGEN SUVS 


There’s a new Tiguan in town (if not in the country). 
The best VW 4x4 yet? You be the judge... 



The people’s posh crossover 

Tiguai Mk2 


Second-gen Tiguan becomes the first VW Group SUV to use 
the MQB piatform, resuiting in a 50kg weight reduction, a 24% 
increase in ciaimed efficiency, and a much bigger boot (up 
145 iitres to 615 without foiding the seats), it even iooks iess 
anonymous. Though that’s hardiy saying much. 



The people’s Porsche Cayenne 

Touareg(Mk1 2002-2010) 

VW’s first proper SUV is best known for being the non-identicai 
twin of the Porsche Cayenne, and offering an improbabie 5.0 V10 
in engine option. With up to 257kW and 850Nm, it couid - and once 
did - tow a Boeing 747 jumbo jet. 



The people’s Audi Allroad 

Golf Country (1989-1991) 

Think the trend for jacked-up famiiy cars is new? Back in 1989, 
VW showed an off-road Coif concept caiied the Montana, in 
1990 it turned to Steyr to put it into production as the Country, 
adding 438 parts to the existing 4wd Coif Syncro. 



Type 183 ‘litis’ (1978-1988) 

We couid go back to the VW Kommandeurwagen, a 4wd Beetie 
from 1941, but the iitis (Poiecat) is a bit more contemporary, 
being a boxy off-roader buiit for the miiitary. it aiso donated 
its 4wd system to the originai Audi Quattro. A iegend, then. 
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THE VOICE OF EXPERIENCE 


‘British roadsters are 
all extinct. Only one car 
maker serves up an 
affordable British-style 
roadster: Mazda’ 


A SAGE - OR WAS it a cynic? 

- once remarked that the golden 
age was never the present. 
When it comes to driving 
conditions, our sceptical savant 
was undoubtedly correct. Traffic, speed 
cameras and social sentiment have tamed 
our former exuberance. 

When it comes to fine sports cars, though, 
life has never been so bountiful. From the Pi 
to the latest Porsche Cayman, from all 
modern Ferraris to the F-Type, from GT-R to 
GT3. Even the French have rediscovered 
their joie de vivre, as evinced by the Peugeot 
RCZ and a menu of spirited Renaults. 

Yet in one key area we are a cursed 
generation. This is due to the almost total 
extinction of a breed of car that was once the 
favoured plaything of bright young folk. 
Ironically, it’s a type of car well suited to 
today’s driving environment, where fun 
should be generated by means other than 
speed and aggression; and where style, 
agility, a ‘special’ experience and 
affordability are all prized. 

I refer, of course, to the British roadster. If 
we were to time-travel back to those happy 
days of deserted B -roads and no speed 
limits, we would find these quiet Elysian 
byways peppered with MGs and open-top 
Triumphs and - steered by a more 
serious breed of driver - Lotus Elans and 
big-engine Austin-Healeys. 

Today, like the biplane and the giant 
beaver, they are all extinct, killed by 
poor quality (from leaking roofs to 
seeping sumps}, fossilised engineering 
and no foresight. If we exclude 
minimalist Caterhams and Westfields, 
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and other raw roadsters that revel in a 
certain intensity of self-flagellation, only one 
car maker serves up an affordable British- 
style roadster: Mazda. 

The story of the first MX-5 has been told 
before, so I will not go into great detail - 
other than to tell you that the design was 
partly done by my old tennis partner Tom 
Matano, was inspired by classic British 
roadsters, that the Lotus Elan was the role 
model (a wise choice: the Elan was the best 
of them all, dynamically}; and while MGs, 
Triumph TRs etc were by then mostly 
museum pieces, the MX-5 proved a great 
success. It quickly became the world’s best- 
selling sports car. 

Emboldened by Mazda’s success, some car 
makers returned to the fold. Fiat launched 
its sweet and pretty Barchetta (little boat}, 
Alfa Romeo reintroduced the Spider, hoping 
to ride a tide of roadster (and Graduate} 
nostalgia; Honda made the high-revving 
S2000; even Pontiac sold an inexpensive 
open-top two-seater, the Solstice. The Brits, 
their intellectual property impugned 
(nay, improved}, briefly came back - 
remember the MGF? This was a typical 
Rover Group car: over-complicated, over 
budget and overwhelmed in the showroom 


by the back- to -basics MX-5. 

For the new Mkq, Mazda focused 
on improving the best of all MX-5S: 
the first one. This was the smallest, 
the lightest, the most agile, the most 
driver focused. The Mki and Mk3 
iterations, though unmistakably 
members of the same noble family, 
were beefier beasts, more 
benumbed. Some of that old 
zestfulness was missing. 

So what are the key ingredients 
that differentiate a ‘British’ roadster 
from other sporting cars, such as a 
hot hatch or a pricey Porsche? First, 
it must be light and small. The 
Mkq MX-5 is 55mm shorter than the 
diminutive original and weighs just 975kg 
- that’s 150kg less than the (recently 
deceased} Mini Roadster, a car which 
brazenly promoted its English roadster roots 
rather than, as the MX-5 does, subtly 
conveying the breed’s charm. That’s also 
200kg lighter than a Fiesta ST. 

Second, it must be rear-wheel drive. For 
ultimate balance, agility and steerability, 
nothing else will really do. (Ferrari, BMW, 
Porsche and Lotus - the long-term masters 
of driving enjoyment - all know this; Alfa 
Romeo is belatedly rediscovering it.} 

Third, it should have two seats only, for 
more intimacy and less bulk. Plus it should 
be naturally aspirated, without the huff and 
puff of a frenzied turbo. Of course, you must 
rev the engine to generate thrills, but that’s 
half the fun. Finally, there’s the sensory 
wind-in-the-hair pleasure, accessible by the 
most deliciously easy (manual!} folding roof, 
one-handed and executed in seconds. 

The British roadster’s golden age was 
indeed long ago, in a carefree driving 
environment far removed from today’s 
strictures and constraints. Yet the latest 
MX-5 could well be the ultimate expression 
of this happy genre, ca 
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THE FI CRITIC 


Embattled FTs next hurdle is 
an EU Commission enquiry 
into alleged anti-competition 
agreements that may just level 
the playing field for good 


ONSIDER THE SCENE; CVC 

Capital Partners, controller of 
Formula I’s commercial rights, 
wishes to cash out of an 
investment that provided an 
estimated 300 per cent return; Ferrari plans to 
list on New York s Stock Exchange under ticker 
code RACE; Renault hopes to acquire Lotus by 
negotiating historic monies in part payment, 
and McLaren aims to attract investors to 
compensate for years of poor results. 

Everything is set: CVC is negotiating with 
the owners of Miami Dolphins and Qatar’s 
sovereign wealth fund; FIAT, Ferrari’s 
owner, sets a date of 21 October for the 
listing; Renault issues a letter of intent to 
stave off Lotus’s numerous creditors - 
including Her Majesty’s Revenue Service - 
and Ron Dennis and Mansour Ojjeh of 
McLaren hit on various Chinese investors. 
What could go wrong? 

Answer: an EU Commission enquiry - 
confirmed on 5 October - into alleged anti- 
competition agreements which provide for 
historic / premium payments, and an abuse 
of monopolistic power by those in control. 
Signatories include Bernie Ecclestone, CEO 
of CVC subsidiary Formula One 
Management, and senior Ferrari, Red Bull, 
Mercedes, McLaren and Williams officers. 

The issue has its roots in agreements signed 
with teams in early-2012, when CVC planned 
to list Fi on Singapore’s Stock Exchange, and 
thus needed all major teams under long-term 
contract. They offered said quintet premium 
terms in exchange for commitments through 
to 2020. The rest were basically told to ‘fit in or 
eff off - in the words of an independent team 
boss - and offered derisory terms. 

So skewed were the terms that, for example, 
Ferrari would earn more in ‘Bernie Money’ 
than would Sauber, even if two red cars retired 
from every race in any given year, and the 
Swiss team won both titles. Within the 


favoured group there are discrepancies, too: 
Last year Williams placed third in the 
championship to Ferrari’s fourth, yet received 
half the amount disbursed to the Italians. 

Ecclestone also invited the quintet to form a 
Strategy Group to frame future rules in 
conjunction with FOM and the FIA, FTs 
governing body. As a sop to the independents, 
one vote (of 18} is allocated to the top-placed 
non-franchised team on condition that it 
represents its peers. Guess how the rules are 
framed - to suit Ferrari, or favour Force India? 

The disadvantaged teams had no option but 
sign or sink, for so specialised are Fi factories 
and so complex the structures of international 
motorsport that they could not overnight 
simply convert to other series, even if they so 
wished. In short, the futures of Force India, 
Sauber, Lotus, Caterham and Manor were on 
the line, as were the livelihoods of 1500 
personnel who had dedicated their lives to Fi. 

Thus they faced ‘The Devil’s Alternative’: 
damned if they did; damned if they didn’t. 
However, they did not accept their 
predicaments without protest, even accusing 
CVC ‘of raping the sport’ during a particularly 
emotional outburst. Since 2013, when the 
agreements kicked in, they have warned of 
their disadvantage in a sport where a million 
bucks buys five top engineers. Imagine, then, 
Ferrari’s $8om annual advantage. . . 

Matters came to a head when the majors 


refused to pass Strategy Group motions to 
introduce cost controls - not surprising given 
their fiscal advantages - in turn forcing the 
independents to consult anti-trust lawyers. 

Although their number dropped due to the 
administrations of Manor and Caterham 
(arguably strengthening their case) and 
withdrawal of Lotus (due to the hoped-for sale 
process}, Sauber and Force India elected to 
press ahead, and hence the 5 October 
confirmation of investigation. 

What happens next? Basically there are 
three scenarios: 

1} All is hunky-dory in Fi, with there being 
no abuses of powers; premium payments to 
half the field contesting a world championship 
are legit. This seems unlikely in view of recent 
actions, and thus FOM and the majors have 
cause for concern. 

2} Breaches of EU law exist, with the 
Commissioner urging settlement. This 
appears the most likely outcome IF the teams 
and commercial rights holder forge some form 
of agreement. 

3} Possible breaches are of such gravity that 
fines (up to 10 per cent of turnover of guilty 
parties, which could include FOM, teams and 
their respective parent companies) are levied, 
in addition to remedial steps. 

EU wheels turn excruciatingly slowly, and 
months are likely to pass before the next 
step, namely calling for documents from the 
‘other’ side. Only then will Commissioner 
Margarethe Vesteger, who recently 
instituted action against the International 
Skating Union over governance issues, 
decide whether Fi requires attention. 

In the meantime any sale of CVC 35.5 per 
cent of FOM is likely to go on hold, while 
Renault has stalled its purchase of Lotus. 
Ferrari’s IPO, expected two days after this was 
written, is surely affected, while McLaren’s 
value is up for re-negotiation. Even if no 
further action is taken, Sauber and Force India 
have hit them where it hurts... Ea 
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ILLUSTRATION LYNN CERFONTYNE 



Keep your Volkswagen a Volkswagen, for less. 


Engineered for Volkswagens 4 years and older. 

We've introduced our competitively priced Economy Packages, specifically developed for models 4 years and older. 
Economy Parts, paired with our Volkswagen Dealership technical expertise, make Economy Packages the smart choice 
for guaranteed quality and service at an excellent price. The affordable way to keep your Volkswagen a Volkswagen. 

*0ffer applicable only to Golf 4, Golf 5, Golf 6, Jetta 4, Jetta 5 (excluding Rear Shock Absorbers), Polo 2003-2011 and Polo Classic 2003-2010 (excluding 
Front Brake Pads, Brake Discs and Rear Shock Absorbers). Offer subject to availability of parts. Part applicability to model dependent on chassis/VIN number. 
Prices reflected are recommended retail prices at participating dealers nationwide and include VAT, parts and labour. Offer valid from 14 September 2015 
to 29 February 2016. Terms and conditions apply. 
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Nobody knows your Volkswagen better than we do. 
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starring Mini Clubman, BMW 3 Series, Peugeot 208 GT Line, 
Toyota Aygo, Hyundai Sante Fe and the new Lexus RX 


MINI CLUBMAN COOPER S | 


Daydream 
believer 

Mini puts its stock in a reinvented Clubman 
- bigger, softer, less polarising. Peter Frost 
travelled to Sweden to find out if you’d choose 
one over a Countryman. 



HE RATIONALISATION 

of the Mini range means that 
by next year there will be only 
the hatchback, Countryman 
and convertible in the stable 
- which suggests a 
comprehensive stock-take that pulled no 
punches. And then this; Mini Clubman is a 
curious selection for stay- of- execution, 
especially from a South African perspective 
where both the Paceman and the Roadster 
would seem more on brand than the odd 
little station wagon that started life as a Miss 
Marple Traveller dithering through the 
home counties collecting daffodils and 
queues. And Mini has a carrier already - 
what, you may ask, is the difference between 
the Clubman and the Countryman? Both 
are inflated Minis, both do a better job of 
ferrying people and goods than the 


conventional 3- and 5-door 
hatch. The superficial answer is a 
geographical one - estates, or 
tourers as the Europeans are apt to 
call them, are much loved in Europe, 
the SUV movement having had far less 
impact there than anywhere else in the 
world. Mini Clubman, suggests BMW, is 
now big enough to compete with other 
trendy wagons on practicality as well as 
traditional strengths such as driveability 
and fun. It s no longer a toy, essentially, and 
is playing with the big boys. 

Certainly it has grown up; in the flesh the 
toy proportions of the previous generation 
have given way to a comprehensively larger 
car and it gains in every department. 
Compared to the 5-door hatch it is 27cm 
longer, 9 cm wider and crucially, there’s an 
extra 10cm in the wheelbase. An extended 



Weight blunts the go-kart 
effect, but handling still 
fun. Comfortable, too 


rear overhang and sizeable doors back and 
front stretch it yet further. Ah, those doors. 
Happily, new Clubman now has four 
conventionally opening doors (six if you 
count the split rear doors) - no more 
stepping out into traffic for rear passengers, 
as was the case with the previous suicide 
arrangement. The extended overhang at the 
back helps grow luggage capacity to 360 
litres with the seats up, and 1250 litres folded 
flat. Pretty decent for an urban load carrier. 
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if not class-leading. In 
the cabin there are 
finally five full seats, 
beautifully finished in 
cross-stitched leather (an 
513 option) and plenty of 
elbow, leg and head 
room all round. It is a premium space, with 
all the electronic toys you would expect, 
indicative of Mini’s steady brand ascent, 
accenting the top-end rather than the toy. 

So, all good here in the cabin. With its soft- 
touch everything and padded surfaces it 
feels (and smells) like an upmarket German 
sedan rather than a gimmick fest. And right 
there is the answer to the Countryman/ 
Clubman debate. Where Countryman has 
pretentions of weekend warrior and vague 
off-road butchness (the next one will be a 
true SUV, says Mini), Clubman occupies the 


G 

Real doors. Five 
of them. Or six? 

Rear legroom 
accommodates 
actual legs 
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role of urban sophisticate. And crucial to 
fulfilling that metropolitan role is a certain 
refinement of operation. Here again form 
follows function; Clubman’s lower centre of 
gravity and long wheelbase affords it 
markedly better road dynamics than its tall 
sister, redolent almost of the hatch. 

Almost, but not quite. There is the small 
matter of that extra weight. Powering the 
Clubman Cooper S driven here is the firm’s 
spirited 2-litre turbocharged unit, a gleeful 
little tyke if ever there was one. In the new 
car it gains a few kilowatts and a small 
increase in torque, but the car is also hefting 
around 1375kg, a significant 155kg increase 
over the 5- door hatch and 
heavier even than the 
Countryman. The result is a 
mixed bag. Even on Sweden’s 
painfully slow roads it felt 
sluggish, the trademark 
whippet- out- the -gates Mini 
verve blunted. That said, the 
extra weight gives the Clubman 
a planted-ness that is not 
unwelcome - it has less of a 
tendency to hop, bop and 
bounce over bad surfaces and 
suspension is demonstrably 


more comfortable than both Countryman 
and hatch. Steering too, though still sharp, is 
not race-car direct, and should 
make for a more relaxing drive. 

Would you want one over a 
Riqk-cheaper Countryman? 
Given our obsession with 
height and size, it’ll be a hard 
sell. And certainly, something 
of the originality of the 
predecessor has been lost. But 
as an urban stylewagon of the 
Audi/Volvo/Mercedes ilk it 
finally makes sense - it can 
actually carry a load. E3 
O@pefrost 


HIGHS 

Genuinely classy 
cabin, more room 

LOWS 

^ Less involving than 
other Minis 

I VERDICT 

Flagship Mini moves 
into BMW territory, 
better for it 


Mini Ciubman Cooper S manuai 

> Price R417754 > Engine 1998cc, 4-cyl, turbo 
141kW@5000rpm, 300Nm@1250rpm 

> Transmission six-speed manual (six-speed 
automatic available) > Suspension MacPherson 
strut front, multi-link rear > Length/ Width/ 
Height 4253/1 800/1441mm > Weight 1375kg 

> Performance 7.2sec O-IOOkph, 228kph top 
speed, 6.3L/100km, 147g/km > On saie Now 


o 

Clubman 
moves 
significantly 
upmarket, aims 
to be Europe’s 
compact tourer 
of choice. Volvo 
may disagree 
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HYUNDAI SANTA FE | 


Perils of the 
upward spiral 

The premium push continues as Hyundai forces its range- 
topping Santa Fe into the big league. By Wayne Batty 


A re TIMES TOUGH for the motor 
industry? You bet. Is the rand in 
the proverbial toilet right now? 

Hell yeah. Should Hyundai be 
fconcerned about launching a 
refreshed y-seater Santa Fe stickered at a 
princely Ryook? Apparently not. 

Outgoing CEO Alan Ross assures us that 
while the current buy-down trend has resulted 
in proportionately more Grand iio and iio 
sales, ‘there’s always money in the market for 
large SUVs’. 

Still, a price tag that lofty sees the Santa Fe 
slip into the clutches of premium-badged 
opposition from Germany, not to mention the 
hugely desirable Land Rover Discovery Sport. 
Sampled in isolation though, at the car’s recent 
launch in the Western Cape, the revised 
newcomer proved a likeable companion. 

But before settling in behind the wheel, let’s 
get the What’s New list out of the way. Outside, 
Santa Fe has been tinselled up with new silver- 
edged bumper recesses housing glitzy daylight 
running LEDs and reprofiled fog lamps. Both 
bumper panels and their silver ‘skid plates’ are 
new, as are the front grille slats. Xenon 
headlights and LED tail-lamps feature 
redesigned internals while remodelled side 
skirts incorporate sportier topography. 
Rounding off an effective set of visual upgrades 
are dual, square-tipped tailpipes and an all-new 
19 -inch rim design. Santa Fe is a handsome 
vehicle, if nowhere near as iconically 
minimalist as that pesky Disco Sport. 

It’s the same inside, where the multi-panel 


fascia’s generally pleasing shapes, tactility and 
layout is overshadowed by a colour and trim 
team determined to use every plastic finish, 
pattern and texture under the Korean sun. 
Slight variances in the panel gap symmetry 
point to a less precise fit than typical German 
efforts though build quality appears rock solid 
as evidenced by a resolutely rattle-free 
dashboard. Only trainspotters will notice the 
simplified instrument cluster and enhanced 
q.iin TFT driver information display, but the 
inclusion of an 8-inch touchscreen navigation 
system will not go unnoticed. 

So to the driving. It had been a pretty 
uneventful trip, the Santa Fe’s gutsy 2.2-litre 
diesel quietly getting on with the job of hauling 
Hyundai’s flagship up and over Sir Lowry’s 
Pass without fuss. We’d turned left towards the 
Theewaterskloof dam before taking a right 
onto a gravel road, direction Draaiberg, when 
the penny dropped. This Hyundai’s handy on 
dirt, tracking arrow-straight while absorbing 
the inevitable hole-induced thump like a quasi- 
hovercraft. Sure, the road was in generally 
great nick but with enough corrugation to keep 
Santa honest. A simple route book error meant 
we missed our turn, resulting in more glorious 
gravel travel than expected. We drove that road 
until the dirt ran out, and then had the satnav 
set us back on course. So, at home off road, and 
equally on it as amply demonstrated by a 
mid-day blast along the Rooi Els coastal road. 

Of the three available driving modes (Eco, 
Normal and Sport), I’d a 

opt for Normal mostly as instrume^ 

cluster and 
touchscreen 


navigation unit top the 
list of cabin changes 


it offers better throttle response than Eco and 
less frenetic rev spikes than Sport. The six- 
speed automatic gearbox swaps cogs smoothly, 
the vague-in-any-mode steering is precise 
enough not to cause offence while reasonably 
taut body control ensures no one turns green 
in the rollercoaster-cambered twisty bits. 

Dropping previous entry- and mid-level 
models leaves the new Santa Fe as a two-model 
line-up: a front-wheel drive five-seater and a 
four-wheel drive seven-seater. Both are Elite 
spec, which means desirable items such as a 
panoramic sunroof, radar-based adaptive 
cruise control, leather seats (heated and power 
adjusted up front), reversing camera, blind spot 
monitoring, a hands-free powered tailgate and 
dual-zone climate control are all standard. The 
fwd 5-seater Elite will deplete your bank 
balance by R659 900, while Rqok more buys 
you the qwd 7-seater at Rioo shy of Ryook. 
That’s not chump change. At least there’s a 
5-year/9o 000km service plan and a 5-year / 
150000km warranty built in. 

The Santa Fe is a stylish, quietly competent, 
well equipped and comfortable SUV. What’s 
missing is an emotional connection - 
something in either the design or the driving 
experience that refuses to let you ignore it. As 
frustrating as it may sound to Hyundai’s local 
minders, it falls short of supplying the driver 
with the ego-swelling badge kudos that most 
buyers at this price point expect. But then we’re 
hopefully not all brand-junkies, are we? E3 


HYUNDAI SANTA FE 2.2 CRDI Elite 5-seater Auto 

> Price R659900 > Engine 2.2-litre 16v 4cyl 
turbodiesel, 145kW @ 3800rpm, 436Nnn @1800- 
2500rpnn > Transmission 6-speed automatic, FWD 

> Suspension MacPherson strut front, multi-link 
rear > Performance O-IOOkph 9.8sec, 190kph, 
8T/100km, 198g C02/km 

> Length/width/height 4690/1 880/1 690mm 

> Kerbweight 1 822kg > On saie Now 


HIGHS 

Handsome, 
comfortable, great 
on gravel 


LOWS 

Price puts it up 
against flashy-badged 
German opposition 


VERDICT 

Lacking in character 
but not much else. 
Great family car 



RRST DRIVES 


Un-extreme 

makeover 

The segment champion gets a mild face-lift, more 
efficient engines and retuned driving dynamics to take on 
the all-new Audi A4 and Jaguar XE. By Aaron Borrill 


T he executive saloon 

segment has never been as 
competitive as it is now. Not only 
has the Jaguar XE entered the fray 
but Audi’s new A4 hits showrooms 
early next year as well. The face-lifted BMW 
3 Series couldn’t have come at a better time it 
seems - not that the Bavarian marque has 
anything to worry about here in South Africa 
where it sells around 700 units per month. 
This makes it one of S As ten best-selling cars 
overall, and there are a number of reasons for 
this, the most pertinent of which is the all- 
round value it offers. 

A series of subtle exterior amendments 
include a tweaked front bumper with larger air 
intakes, a new headlamp pattern design 
(which can be optioned in full LED), L -shaped 
LED tail-lamps and twin tail pipes. Inside not 
much has changed apart from a few new trim 
options and sliding cup holders. Despite its 
relative age the cabin is still a great space, well- 
built and exuding quality. 

The most notable changes come in the form of 
engine configurations andbadging 
nomenclatures. Buyers can now choose from 
four petrol and two diesel options. The newest 
edition to the petrol family is the 3i8i: a 1.5-litre 
three-pot turbocharged engine as seen in the 


Mini Cooper. It’s a bold move by BMW and the 
first three-cylinder engine ever to do duty in a 3 
Series. Producing lookW and iioNm the 3i8i 
consumes a quoted 5^/iookm but suffers 
somewhat from a performance point of view. 
Driven up at higher altitude on the Gauteng 
launch the 3-cylinder failed to elicit any 
fireworks, and felt pretty lethargic when it came 
to acceleration and overtaking manoeuvres. 
Blame the 1405kg kerbweight as we lauded this 
engine configuration in the 1090kg Mini 
Cooper. That said, it drives well enough once up 
to speed, and is perfectly matched to the 8-speed 
ZE automatic transmission. The other petrol 
turbo options include the 320! (2.0-litre, 
i35kW/29oNm), 33oi (2.0-litre, i85kW/35oNm) 
and the new 34oi (3.0-litre, 24okW/45oNm) 
replacing the 335i. The two diesel models 
comprise a i4okW/40oNm 32od and 
i9okW/56oNm 33od - the latter only available 
in 8-speed auto. There’s also a plug-in hybrid 
arriving March 2016. 

The running gear has been re-engineered, too. 
Everything from the damping control and body 
rigidity to the steering and directional stability 
has been improved significantly. The 3 Series 
now boasts even better dynamic prowess as a 
result. The steering is sharp and accurate and 
the ride quality as buttery soft as always, but still 



sporty enough to instil a sense of confidence 
through fast, sweeping comers. 

It is not the most significant mid-life update 
ever, and the question is whether BMW has 
done enough to keep buyers interested in the 3 
Series portfolio. Probably - pricing is the best in 
the segment, cheaper than the Jaguar XE and 
Mercedes-Benz C-Class. The entry-level 318!, 
priced at R409000, is second only to the 
outgoing Audi A4 1.8T yet offers more power, 
performance and economy. And when the new 
Audi arrives, it will likely be the cheapest. It also 
slices through corners and offers a 
comprehensive engine line-up and options list. 
And for those wanting more exclusivity, they can 
order the limited-edition 40 year anniversary 
model which boasts a number of extras. 

©AaronBorrill 

BMW 3181 auto 

> Price R427900 > Engine 1.5-litre 3-cyl turbo, lOOkW 
@ 4350rpm, 220Nm @ 1350rpnn > Transmission 
eight-speed auto, rear-wheel drive > Suspension 
MacPherson strut front, multi-link rear > Length/ 
Width/Height 4624mm/1811mm/1429mm 

> Kerbweight 1405kg > Performance 9.2sec 
O-IOOkph, 210kph top speed, 5.8T/100km, 134g/km 
C02>0n saieNow 



sophistication, ride 


LOWS 

As common as a 
bubble-wrapped 
giraffe in the 
departures lounge 


New headlamps. 
Allegedly. More 
important 
changes unde^ 
the bonnet, 
including Mini’s' 
3-pot mill. Brave 


VERDICT 

Excellent segment 
leader, but enough 
new here to stave off 
fresh challengers? 
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PEUGEOT 208 

Best of the rest 

Underrated and passed over for long enough, Peugeot 
recharges its 208 line-up to help propel it back up the 
sales charts. By Ray Leathern 


W E’VE ALL BEEN there; 

embarking on yet another 
journey of reinvention 
brought on by a long 
hiatus, the change of 

season or a shift in personal or professional 
fortunes. You fish out the old gym 
membership or mountain bike, fill the 
pantry with scrummy organic foods and 
endeavour to put your best foot forward. 
Liking yourself again is no bad thing but 
we Ve all been through the cycle often 
enough to know you need something a little 
bit special in your routine if you’re going to 
make it ‘stick.’ 

I’d argue this is exactly where Peugeot 
finds itself with the 208. First launched in 
late 2012, it all started with such promise, 
shifting 1731 units in its first full year of 
sales. But then the B -segment heavy hitters 
raised the game with downsized turbo 
engines and refreshed exteriors while the 


Peugeot 208 1.2 Turbo 81kW GT Line Auto 

> Price R289900 > Engine 1199cc, three-cylinder 
petrol turbo, 81kW @ 5500rpm, 205Nnn @ IbOOrpm 

> Transmission 6-speed automatic, FWD 

> SUSPENSION MacPherson strut front, 
torsion beam rear > Length/width/height 
3 973/1 739/1 460mm > Weight 1060kg 

> Performance 9.8secs O-IOOkph, 190kph top 
speed, 4.5^/100km, 104g/km > On sale Now 


exchange rate went for a ball of chalk. The 
result: a paltry 477 units sold in the first nine 
months of 2015 - a fifth of the locally 
assembled Polos Volkswagen shifts every 
month. Considering the 208’s lightweight 
architecture, efficient performance and high 
levels of standard equipment that loss of 
popularity is puzzling. 

The 2015 edition hopes to reverse the sales 
slide. Styling wise, Peugeot has added a bit of 
drama to the car’s ‘face’ with more detailed 
headlights, well-defined incisions below the 
brow line and more prominent cheekbones. 
Cool, LED -fired ‘claw’ tail-lights add visual 
interest to the rear. More expensive GT Line 
models receive a GTi-style grille, go-faster red 
detailing inside and out, 17-inch wheels and 
‘textured’ paint options which we’d stay away 
from if you don’t want to clean your car every 
time it encounters a micron of 
dirt. The interior, with its 
tactile surfaces, leather seats 
and upgraded 7-inch 
touchscreen also aims to 
corral more premium B- 
segment buyers. Peugeot 
recognises the 208’s appeal 
lies as much with older 
audiences downsizing their 
ride, as it does with 
youngsters working their way 


up the food chain. To cater for 
this it has cast the net far and 
wide with regards to pricing 
and specification. Point of 
entry is the sokW, naturally 
aspirated 1.0-litre Pop Art at 
R159 900, followed by an Active 
model powered by a 1.2-litre 
version of the three-cylinder 
unit good for 6okW and 
ii8Nm costing R209900. As far as 
commanding the road goes however, these 
baseliners are convincingly usurped by the 
new 1.2-litre turbocharged models in five- 
speed manual and automatic guises. With 
8ikW of power and 205Nm of torque 
(available from just i50orpm}, this is the 
engine you’ll want. It’s a real pity then that it’s 
only available in costly GT Line trim. 

We only sampled the GT Line turbo in 
combination with a new six-speed automatic 
gearbox on the launch - priced at a 
substantial R2 89 900 - but the well- 
equipped, ultra-comfortable and quiet 
runabout proved a stellar companion in 
heavy Gauteng traffic. The steering is still 
fingertip light so driver involvement isn’t top 
priority but it rides with a lightness that’s 
enhanced by the auto’s ease of use. 

Even after factoring in a 5-year/6 0000km 
maintenance plan (standard from Active up) 
and a spec list that includes items such as 
dual-zone climate control, half-leather trim, 
a seven-inch touchscreen and cornering fog 
lights, R269 900 for the manual GT Line is a 
lot of money. 

As for re-invention, Peugeot’s hasn’t quite 
done enough with the revised 208 to make 

things ‘stick’. While both ends of the 
B -segment appear well covered, 
what’s missing is a mid-range turbo 
model to really take the fight to V W’s 
1.2 TSI Comfortline (R225900}, not 
to mention Ford’s Fiesta i.oT 
Titanium which looks a relative steal 
at just R226k. So, it may not make 
massive inroads into the B -segment, 
but from where Peugeot currently is, 
anything is up. 

ORay(a)TopCar 


D HIGHS 

Sweet turbo engine 
and no-fuss auto 

LOWS 

Optimistic pricing 
for desirable GT 
Line models 

I^ERDICT 

*^he best car to sell 
less than 50 units a 
month. Probably 
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Y OU’VE BEEN handed Ri4ok by 
the parentals to spend on your 
first brand-new set of wheels. 

And when we say wheels, we 
mean an entire car. Granted, you 
can’t quite get what you used to for the money, 
and you’ll probably have to spend a bit more if 
you’re after something with style and a touch 
of street cred. Or will you? Now there’s a new, 
Czech-built Toyota Aygo with a tempting 
price tag to consider. For just R138900 the 
Toyota surely passes muster in terms of 
affordability, reliability and future resale 
value, but as A-segment cars these days trade 
as much on fashion as anything else, should 
the Aygo be on your radar? 

Given that a car this affordable should sell 
in large numbers, the styling is a little 
divisive; assuming you’re not a massive 
enthusiast of hot cross buns, it seems a bit 
risky to be seemingly styled on the Marvel 
Comics character, Deadpool. The Aygo’s X 
motif is certainly bold but it leads to a 
bizarre conflict of lines around the A-pillar 
of the X-play’s optional black or silver 
contrasting roof (Riooo). To its credit, the ‘x 
line’ does at least run all the way along the 
profile before merging with the hexagonal 
tailgate - still one-piece as per the previous 
Aygo. Polarising looks may get heads 
turning and tongues wagging, but we’re sure 
potential buyers will feel less enthusiastic 
about some of the details or lack thereof: 
plastic baubles where fog lights should be, no 
sunroof option, and 14-inch, covered steelies 
instead of alloys. Yup, these items are not 
available in S A, and it’s a similar situation 
on the inside. The door of a Lexus ES ‘thuds’, 
a G- Class ‘clicks’, but the Aygo ‘thwacks’ 
shut indifferently. Sure, 
it feels newer and fresher 
than its predecessor, and 
the tall seating position 
is surprisingly 
commanding for a little 
supermini but the hard- 
touch interior plastics 
and general aversion to 
isolating noise, vibration 
and harshness leaves it 
feeling low on substance. 

But what about the 


drive? Well, in the context of our short loop 
through downtown Durban, its nippy 
handling and ‘half-a-Porsche-911 flat-six’ 
buzz were hard to fault. Long before 
sophisticated turbo three-pots were the norm, 
Toyota’s 1.0 -litre mite was winning awards. 
Now reworked to produce outputs of 5ikW 
and 95Nm, it has sufficient guts to keep the 
new Aygo’s 855kg structure mobile. Of course 
‘mobile’ is a relative term - o-iookph in 
i4.2sec and a top speed of i6okph will barely 
raise the ire of the traffic police. Trouble is you 
have to rev the knackers off it as peak power 
is only attained at 6ooorpm. Nevertheless, no 
matter how hard you are on it, the overall fuel 
consumption doesn’t spike much higher than 
5.ol/iookm (Toyota claims 4.41/iookm}, and 
of course 95g/km of CO2 is a pleasant by- 
product of its miniscule cubic capacity. 

Mushy, eco-friendly tyres love to squeal 


© 

X marks the spot, but not 
for a fully adorned model. 

Too much to ask for a pair 
of fogs? 

around every bend at any speed 
but their low rolling resistance 
talents help you freewheel 
between traffic lights like a 
butterfly flitting from leaf to 
leaf The Toyota Aygo may look odd and be 
short on substance, but it is aggressively 
priced and provides textbook city driving 
fun. For consumers who aren’t too hard to 
please that will be enough. But for me the X 
motif borders on gimmicky and considering 
the deletion of even the most basic style- 
conscious items such as fog lights or alloy 
wheels, the Aygo has left the door open in a 
segment it could’ve easily sewn up. Ea 
O Ray(a)TopCar 


Toyota Aygo 1.0 X-play 

> Price R139900 > Engine 998cc, 3-cylinder petrol, 
51kW @ eOOOrpm, 95Nnn @ 4300rpnn 

> Transmission 5-speed manual, front-wheel drive 

> Suspension MacPherson strut front, torsion beam 
rear > Length/width/height 3 455/1 615/1 460mm 

> Weight 855kg > Performance 14.2secs O-IOOkph, 
160kph top speed, 4.4^/100km, 95g/km 

>On saieNow 


HIGHS 

Supermini 
character and price 


LOWS 

OTT styling and no ^ 
OEM alloy wheels 




VERDICT 

Cheapest of the 
Czech-built, Franco- 
Japanese love 
children 


RRST DRIVES 

TOYOTA AYGO 1.0 X-PLAY | 


Tread lightly 


Toyota’s city car joint venture with Peugeot Citroen 
returns for a second viewing, now with Marmite 
styling to make you think twice. By Ray Leathern 




Licensed to not thrill 


The design has moved on, but the hybrid drivetrain hasn’t. 
So now RX is off the pace both literally and technologically 


Y OU GET A lot of Lexus RX45oh 
for Mercedes GLE or Volvo XC90 
money, but in the end the RX 
lives or dies by its hybrid 
drivetrain, with its promise of 
slashing fuel consumption and CO2 emissions. 
In real life, however, Lexus seems to be 
treading water as far as its hybrid technology is 
concerned. Where is tangible progress like a 
modern plug-in layout, lithium-ion batteries or 
a frugal lightweight combustion engine to 
partner the e-motors? 

‘We know how to do a modern PHE V,’ says 
chief project manager Takayuki Katsuda. ‘But 
the plug-in technology is expensive, it carries a 
weight and packaging penalty, and it only 
makes ecological sense when powered by CO2- 
neutral electricity. The full hybrid is affordable, 
reliable and popular. It has helped the RX to 


Lexus RX450h 

> Price Not yet > Engine 3456cc 24v V6, 196kW @ 
eOOOrpm (231kW with electric motors), 450Nm @ 
4600rpm > Transmission Eight-speed CVT, four- 
wheel drive > Performance 7.7sec O-IOOkph, 200kph 
(ltd), 5.2^/100km, 120g/km C02 > Weight 2105kg (est) 

> On saie Jan 2016 


attract 2.2 million customers over time.’ 

Although the aggregate power output 
of the drivetrain has gone up from 
22okW to 231, the key hardware 
elements are familiar: a naturally- 
aspirated 3456CC V6 rated at i96kW, a 
i23kW electric motor co-driving the 
front wheels and a separately operating 
rear propulsion unit good for an 
unchanged 5ikW The peak combined 
torque is in the area of 45oNm. The 
stepless CVT transmission has eight virtual 
ratios and drives only the front wheels. Rear- 
wheel drive is purely electric, which makes 
much more sense in town than off the beaten 
track where the car’s weighty front end can get 
stuck before the tail summons sufficient push. 
On the road, part-time all-wheel drive is hound 
to improve traction and grip as you approach 
the limit of adhesion, but since the hind legs 
act late and abruptly, they don’t do all that 
much to improve the staid handling. Weighing 
up to 2.2 tonnes depending on spec, the RX 
takes y.ysec to hit lookph. While the top speed 
is limited to 20okph, Lexus is quoting an 
impressive 5.2L/iookm. Why 
impressive? Because beyond 
regular filling station visits, this 
cordless hybrid must generate its 
own supplementary energy. 

The new RX is longer (by 
120mm} and wider (by lomm), 
it offers 30mm more rear 
legroom but still no third row of 
seats. More slippery (Cd: 0.32} 
and quieter than last year’s car, it 


I^HIGHS 

Build quality, plush 
ride 

Qlows 

Uninvolving handling 

Q VERDICT 

Ageing hybrid 
system fails to 


can be had with various new assistance 
systems which are programmed to keep you 
on course, swiftly yet safely. All perfectly in line 
with the character of a model less interested in 
power than in efficiency, refinement and the 
sound quality of up to 13 speakers. Like its 
predecessor, it offers a smooth ride, low noise 
and Bentley-esque cabin. 

So why don’t we love the RX like the 
Americans, who buy most of them? Because 
there’s nothing here for the keen driver. The 
rubber-band-effect CVT ’box, the nose-heavy 
handling, the uncommunicative steering and 
the flaccid brakes all make us frown. It lacks 
mid-range punch, long legs and the faintest 

trace of interest in going round 

corners. When pushed, it swiftly 
becomes edgy and stressed, but the 
ho-hum dynamic talents can be 
improved by specifying adaptive 
dampers, active anti-roll bars and 
bigger tyres. 

The appeal? At the end of the day 
it’s down to that Lexus smoothness 
and cross country ability. Your call. 

GEORG KACHER 


LEXUS RX450H ■ 
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Fire_and brimston^n Mazda’s MX-5, Honda Civic "fype R, Mini 
'jCW, Ford Everestm-seater rivals and more 


TOPCAR.CO.ZA December 2015 


Road test: Mazda MX-5 



Mazda’s endutjng-^X-J5 reaches back to redefine'%vh§' 
simple - and comes up with a fleet-footed firecracker 

Words Calvin" Fisher Photography Seagram Pearce 


Gear ratios spot on 
for fun in the twisties, 
clutch sweet but 
footwell cramped 
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original car, which was already about the 
size of a postage stamp. Then there’s the 
song and dance about how it’s a return to 
simple rear-wheel driving dynamics and 
affordability, but in truth, we’ve just 
experienced all that thanks to the Toyota 86 
so, instead. I’ll just start off with a rant. 
When the Toyota 86 was launched it was 
attacked for its high sticker price (R297900) 
and paltry shuntability (i47kW and lo^Nm) 
so it surprised me when the MX-5 received 
none of that criticism with its R390000 
retail price and paltrier ii8kW and looNm 


KNOW HOW 

I’M supposed 
to begin a 
Mazda MX-5 
review. I’m 
meant to talk 
about Jinba 
Ittai, also 
known as the 
unity between horse and rider, Mazda’s 
ethos about that symbiotic bond the MX-5 
shares with its pilot. I could explain how this 
new car is even more compact than the 




Road test: Mazda MX-5 





shove. And I think a fair part of that is 
because of its USP, that’s marketing 
acronym speak (markronym?) for Unique 
Selling Point - 1 refer to that stowable cloth 
roof that means suddenly you’re not 
competing against lowly Toyotas. You’re 
challenging Ferrari 458 Spiders. Sort of 

Styling by Kodo 

If Kodo is the stylistic term for Mazda’s 
design language then the Mazda MX-5 must 
surely be Kodo with a razor-edged pen. And 
I should know, as I spent an evening 
washing ours by hand, careful not to nick a 
palm on its iron-pressed contours. The first 
thing you’ll notice is how tiny it is, barely a 


sliver of red metal glinting in the 
afternoon light, squarely stanced 
and squat, anthracite alloy wheels 
climbing into arches that bulge so 
fiercely like stuffed hamster cheeks 
- it’s wholly adorable. On its ‘face’ 
it even wears a smile. Seriously, 

I’ve never thought of such a thing as a feel- 
good car before but the MX-5 is undeniably 
it. To reiterate, this is a Japanese take on a 
British roadster that looks like a very 
American Lightning McQueen. Ka-chow! 

Cabin al fresco 

Huddle aboard and it’s cramped for a six 
footer with some spread around the middle. 


but not unliveable. Lower the roof 
and it’s ‘hello world!’ and naturally 
the cabin becomes an altogether 
airier affair. Pleasant - that’s the 
all-encompassing vibe of the littlest 
Mazda and that continues to be the 
case here. All the mod cons you’d 
expect to find are here, including 
multimedia, telephony and air-conditioning 
and such. Climate control? You’re outside, 
man! I found the driver’s side foot-well a bit 
cramped, but pedals have been positioned 
well enough for some heel-toe foolery and 
then there’s that handbrake lever right 
beside your thigh just begging to be tugged. 
Red stitching runs hither and thither 1 


© Purity of line 
key to car’s design 
appeal - nothing 
superfluous. 
Spirited 2.0-litre 
sounds like 
original Lotus Elan 
inspiration 
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Road test: Mazda MX-5 




ratios that mean you always have access to 
the torque when you need it. We smash a 
zero to hundred sprint in 7.65 seconds, then 
cross the quartermile in 15.88 seconds - 
admirable for a car of this calibre and not 
dissimilar to what our measuring equipment 
recorded when testing the more powerful 86. 
That lightness we mentioned can be felt 
across the performance testing spectrum, 
providing clues to its handling abilities. 


A bearable lightness 

The new Mazda MX5 is really light. Sub one- 
tonne, a full 100kg lighter than its 
predecessor in fact, almost 250kg lighter than 
that pesky Toyota at 998kg. Of course that 
increases somewhat when I get stuck in. 

What this essentially boils down to is an 
alacrity unmatched by anything this side of 
an Alfa 4C, only far easier to drive since it has 
a smaller bucket of power to hurt yourself 
with, and then there’s the fact that it has 
power steering which the Alfa does not. It 
grips well too with its Bridgestone Potenza 
tyres, letting go only when provoked. I 
provoke it a lot. Gosh it’s fun, a proper barrel 
of laughs on our windy Redhill route above 
Simons Town. The road itself is pockmarked 
and uneven but the Mazda’s soft suspension 
really soaks it all up convincingly, never really 
breaking its stride. It’s not all good news 


throughout - sporty! And quite 
necessary to break the black sea of 
leathers and plastics. I do wish for 
more hidey holes, and those 
cupholders positioned behind my 
elbow are practically useless. Steering 
position is perfect and you’re seated so 
low your bum’s just millimetres above 
the cats-eyes, goading you into some 
spirited pedalling. So I oblige. 


Point and squirt 

Ah, six forward speeds accessed via a 
short throw manual. Notch it into 
first, flatten the clutch, tickle the 
throttle north of 3 00 or pm and 
‘wa-heyl’ - we’re off! This is old- 
school, an inline four cylinder 
measuring two litres in displacement, 
naturally aspirated and eager to rev. 
It’s got a decent noise to it, 
zingy and bubbly all at 
once, none of that active 
exhaust or dashboard 
acoustical nonsense 
here. Gear 
changes are a 
pleasure to 
perform; 
precise with 
well-metered 


...boom. Manual arrangement easy 
and light, profile agreeable up or 


MAZDA MX-5 






"Price R489763 Engine 
1 997cc, 4cyl petrol, 135kW @ 
5000-6250rpm, 270Nm@1250 
-4500rpnn Transmission 
6-speed manual, RWD 
Stats 7.6sec0-100kph, 
226kph,7.8^/100km,180g/km 


however. That same ability to iron over the 
bumps manifests on smoother surfaces and 
cambered turns as far too much body roll. If 
you measure it as an all-out sports car, this is 
certainly its Achilles heel, effectually stunting 
its overall athletic ability. But as a form of 
road therapy, not so much - Til explain. 

Verdict 

With the photoshoot complete, and the hard 
driving dispensed with, a (slightly) more 


MEET THE RIVALS | 


BMW220i 


Convertible 


Toyota 86 2.0 Standard GMT 


Price R350100 Engine 
1998CC, 4cyl petrol, 147kW (a) 
7000rpm, 205Nm @ 6400rpm 
Transmission 6-speed 
manual, RWD 
Stats 7.6sec0-100kph, 
226kph,7.8^/100km,180g/km 


[OUR CHOICER 


If you fancy yourself 
a drifter with a limited budget then 
get the 86. if getting the top down is 
essential then the closest you’ll come 
is the pricy Bimmer. Perhaps a better 
rival would be the upcoming Mini 
Cabriolet, but until then the MX-5 is 
undisputed king of the roadsters 


leisurely pace along the coast between Cape 
Point and Muizenberg allowed the MX-5 ^ 
really shine. See - there’s levity about the 
MX-5, ^ playfulness that is impossible to 
ignore. With the top down, never before 
have I felt this much like Donkey Kong, in 
my very own Mario Kart. That’s me as an 
animated gorilla just bungling along, elbows 
out, chin up, smile agape, bathed in sunlight 
(SPF -rioo} with the smell of the ocean and 
the sounds of Norman Greenbaum’s Spirit 
in the Sky to the Mazda’s 
6 ooorpm backtrack. 
Everyone loves this car. The 
Top Car team likes the new 
MX-5. Every other road user 
enjoys the new MX-5. h’s a 
delightful sight in traffic 
after all - perhaps less so for 
the driver on a long haul 
during peak hour when it 
can get uncomfortable. Even 
my kids enjoy it, if only one 
at a time - it’s a two seater 
after all, unlike the 86 with 
its 2+2 configuration, even if 
the latter 2 are admittedly 
legless. Both cars do however 
ask you to make 
compromises so it really 
depends on what you want 
your sub-R40ok rear-wheel- 
drive toy to do well. And if 
it’s meant to be a selfish 
indulgence that makes you 
smile from the moment you 
see it until the moment you 
don’t then you won’t be 
disappointed by the very 
good, leather- and-weather 
Mazda MX-5.E3 


Price (as tested) | R390000 (estimated) 



Engine 

Skyactive 1998cc 4Gyl petrol 

Transmission Suspension 

Six-speed manual. Double wishbone front, 

rear-wheel drive multi-link rear 


Length 3915 


Boot capacity 1301 
Kerbweight 998kg 


Width 1735__ 


Power & torque 

Power 118kW @ 6 OOOrpm 

Torque 200Nm (a) 4600rpm 

Power to weight 118. 2kW per tonne 

Brakes & wheels 


Brakes front 
Brakes rear 
Wheeis 
Tyres 


Ventilated discs 
Solid discs 
17-inch alloys 
Bridgestone Poten: 



205/45 R17 front 
205/45 R17 rear 


Performance data 


Acceieration 

0-60kph 

0-80kph 

O-IOOkph 

Overtaking 

60-100kph 

80-120kph 

Braking 

lOO-Okph 

Top speed 


4.00 sec 
5.58 sec 

7.65 sec 

4.61 sec 
5.45 sec 



3.17 sec/38m 

214kph 



Fuel consumption 


Fuei suppiy 

Direct injection 

Ciaimed 


Urban cycle 

9.3f/100km ^ 

Extra-urban cycle 

5.5f/100km I j 

Combined cycle 

6.9f/100km m 

C02 emissions 

161g/km 1 

Actuai 


Test route 

80km 1 f 

Consumption 

8.4f/100km 

Cruising range 

535km 

Warranty, 

servicing 


TANK 


45 


litres 


Warranty 
Maintenance plan 
Service intervals 


3-year unlimited km 
3-year unlimited km 
15000km 





HONDA CIVIC TYPE R 


DAWN OF ' 
REDEMPTION 


Honda Civic Type R nameplate returns with a^core to settle. 
It novv boasts turbo power and torque not to ment' 
charsfeteristics to make its front-wheel drive rivals 

Words Aaron Borril Photography Peet Mocke 


T “ HE HOT HATCH recipe has 
quickly evolved over the last 
decade and a half with 
manufacturers having to adapt or 
die in order to keep up with the 
pace race. As a result high-revving 
naturally aspirated engines no 
longer have a place in today’s 
frenetic power struggle forcing 
OEMs to dabble in the dark art of forced induction. 
Honda’s move to turbocharging represents a massive 
paradigm shift in terms of engineering for the brand, but 


this mandatory strategy has culminated in the fastest 
front-wheel drive hot hatch money can buy - well, around 
the Niirburgring Nordschleife that is. Is it any good in 
everyday driving situations? We test its mettle to find out. 


Samurai warrior ^ 

In order for a hot hatch to succeed in this ultra-competitive 
segment it needs to look the part. The Type R excels in 
this regard, trading the benign aesthetes of the cooking 
Civic for the pumped up, steroidal presence you see here. 
The championship white colour scheme contrasts the 
gloss -black accents on the front bumper, door handles, ► 
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In a segment cluttered by ‘safe’ 
style offerings the Honda 
breaks the mould with an 
over-the-top aesthetic 
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Road test: Honda Civic Type R 


mirrors, side skirts and spoiler quite superbly. Speaking of 
which, the oversized rear-mounted spoiler bulks up its 
presence even further like a bird flaring its wings in a 
dance of dominance. It looks incredible - forcing 
everybody from enthusiasts to passers-by to point and 
stare at its faceted facade. Elements of JDM styling run 
deep in its veins: the rear window tint, sharp-edged and 
pronounced vents and slats, and blacked out 19 -inch 
wheels. These aesthetical attributes are more functional 
than you may think - more race than rice. Not only has 
the drivetrain been re-engineered and its body 
aerodynamically perfected, the overhauled suspension 
and steering configurations are hidden by wheel arch 
extensions that cover the widened axle tracks. 

Tweaked to the thrill 

Compared to the exterior the cabin is more restrained in 
execution, the architecture and general layout is pretty 
much unchanged over its meeker siblings. Despite 
Honda’s propensity for using questionable plastics and 
trim choices the Type R still manages to impart a sense of 
individualism and exclusivity. There’s no leather: instead, 
the racing bucket seats and door trim are covered in faux- 
cantara while the rear seats get cloth upholstery. Type R 
logos are few and far between, only appearing on the seats 
and instrument cluster. This however, doesn’t detract from 
the overall package. Red is an important theme in any 
Type R and as result this hue is liberally used throughout 
the cabin on items such as the Honda badge, 
instrumentation (it glows red when the +R’ button is 
selected), steering wheel and front seats. From an 
ergonomic perspective the seating position feels a little 
lower than that of the regular model but still higher than 
its rivals. The switchgear arrangement is intuitive and 
easy to navigate but the vehicle falls short in terms of rear 
visibility - blame lies squarely with the two -tier glass hatch. 

Just add boost 

Some of the previous Type R’s soul has been lost in 
translation, particularly the infamous naturally aspirated 
kick of Honda’s Vtec valve timing system. Fret not because 
the new turbocharged 2.0 -litre four-banger produces far ► 




While the soundtrack 
doesn’t scream like 
before it’s still an 
impressively arranged 
score, rich in texture 

and tone 
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O 

Vents add some 
aggression. 35 profile tyres 
mean hot coffee crotches 
and pothole avoidance a 
reality of ownership 


New turbo doesn’t ' 
rev quite like the 
old Vtec, tractability 
better though 


more torque than 
before - 4ooNm vs 
i93Nm. That’s a 
massive gain. Power 
too is up from 148 to 
228kW. Pumping this 
kind of force through the 
front wheels is never going 
to be an easy exercise but the 
Type R manages to smear most of 
that down without much fuss, thanks 
to a mechanical limited-slip differential. 

On paper this means it will accelerate from o-iookph in 
just 5.7 seconds, while topping out at 27okph. It certainly 
feels this quick - we were able to get close to the claimed 
o-iookph, registering an average pass of 5.88 seconds. 
Despite the turbocharged characteristics the engine has a 
hunger for revs, and will redline at a lofty yooorpm. 

While the soundtrack doesn’t scream like before it’s still 
an impressively arranged score, rich in texture and tone. 

In fact it’s very Megane RS-like, bassy at idle with a 
whooshing exhaust note as the turbo spools for maximal 
air delivery to the combustion process. 

The 35omm/295mm front/rear Brembos aren’t for show 
either. They’re exceptionally powerful and do a sterling 
job of thwarting progress. The modulation dialled into the 
setup allows you to trail-brake and scrub off speed at will, 
the loo-okph benchmark taking just 2.74sec in 39m. 

The Type R is unfortunately undone in the fuel economy 
stakes where it fails to come close to the claimed 
7. 4f /100km quoted in the spec sheet. While at times we 
were able to get the figure down into the 8s the addictive 
throttle pedal and the car’s performance bent meant 
readings as high as 10. 2f /100km were registered. 




HONDA CIVIC TYPER 





Around the bends 

I must admit the Type R is not the easiest 
car to live with every day, particularly 
when it comes to ride quality. While it’s 
not bone -breaking hard the 
MacPherson strut front/torsion-beam 
rear arrangement means it’s still firm 
enough to make you spill your 
morning coffee on the way to work. 
That said - it’s not as direct 
as a Megane RS so it can be 
used as a daily drive, this 
thanks to the adaptive 
dampers at all four corners. It’s 
only once you move into a 
twisty environment that it 
starts to make sense, where the 
track-focused dynamics and 
handling characteristics can be 
used to maximum effect. 

Pushing the +R button firms 
the dampers by 30 per cent 
and sharpens the throttle 
response and steering. The 
result is an appreciably lithe 
machine, able to devour 
corners with ease - a result 
no doubt owing to the limited- 
slip differential. It’s just a 
matter of aiming and using the 
massive waves of low-down 
torque to slingshot it out of 
corners. The short-throw six- 
speed manual gearbox is a 
work of art, too, which 
together with the steering and 
balanced underpinnings 
results in one of the most 
involving hot hatch 
experiences around. 


MEET THE RIVALS 


I Renault Megane RS Trophy 275 


B Price R449900 Engine 
2.0-litre 4-cyl turbo, 201kW @ 
5500rpnn, 360Nnn @ SOOOrpm 
Transmission 6-speed man, 
FWD Stats 6sec O-IOOkph, 
255kph, 7.5^/100km,174g/km 


I Opel Astra OPC 


B Price R496300 Engine 
2.0-litre 4-cyl turbo, 206kW @ 
5500rpm, 400Nm @ 2500rpm 
Transmission 6-speed man, 
FWD Stats 6.2sec O-IOOkph, 
250kph, 8.1^/100km,189g/km 


OUR CHOICE: 


,The Megane RS and 
Astra OPC may be cheaper options 
but both fail to elicit the same sense 
of brutality - they’re also pretty old 
now. The Civic Type R has remapped 
the hot hatch blueprint. Your turn 
Renault, Opel etal. 


O 

Split dash and 

VCI iJlUL gauge test still 

The Honda Civic Type R 

feels more like an seats and drilled 

aftermarket- tuned car pedals 

than OEM production, but that’s not really 
a bad thing. In a segment cluttered by ‘safe’ 
style offerings the Honda breaks the mould 
with an over the top aesthetic that’s 

perfectly in tune with its 
performance nature. Of 
course there are more 
pertinent attributes to 
consider other than its 
ability to obliterate race 
tracks but the overall 
result is one of the most 
accomplished hot hatches 
yet. Despite the expected 
R600 000-plus sticker 
price (crazy, I know) the 
new Type R is bound to 
attract many aficionados 
and collectors. It’s a 
future classic and could 
very well be heralded in 
the same regard as its 
NSX great grandfather. 
In closing it is fair to say 
the Type R has finally 
redeemed itself and lived 
up to the badge. Not only 
is it everything the last 
generation should have 
been - turbocharged and 
ferociously quick - it is 
the best Civic Type R yet. 
The front-wheel drive hot 
hatch blueprint has been 
changed for good. E3 


Price (as tested) R600000-H (estimate) 

Engine 

1 996gg 4-Gyl DOHC i-VteG turbo 
Transmission Suspension 

Six-speed manual, MaePherson strut front, 

front-wheel drive torsion-beam rear 


CO 

CO 


■op 

'cD 


^ Width 1878 Length 4390, -i 

H H 

Boot capacity 4981 
Utiiity space 14271 
Kerbweight 1397kg 

Power & torque 

Power 228kW (a) 6 500rpm 

Torque 400Nm@2500-4500rpm 

Power to weight 163kW per tonne 

Brakes & wheels 




Brakes front 
Brakes rear 
Wheeis 
Tyres 


Ventilated disGS 
DiSGS 

19-inGh alloys 
Continenetal 
235/35 ZR 19 



Performance data 


Acceieration 

0-60kph 

0-80kph 

O-IOOkph 

Overtaking 

60-100kph 

80-120kph 

Braking 

lOO-Okph 

Top speed 


3.27 seo 
4.36 seo 

5.88 sec 

2.95 seo 
3.02 seo 



2.74 seG/39m 

270kph 



Fuel consumption 


Fuei suppiy 

Direet injeetion 

Ciaimed 


Urban eyele 

9.4f/100km ^ 

Extra-urban eyele 

6.1f/100km I ( 

Combined eyele 

7.3f/100km m 

C02 emissions 

170g/km 1 

Actuai 

f , 

Test route 

80km 1 f 

Consumption 

10.2f/100km 

Cruising range 

490km 

Warranty, 

servicing 


TANK 


50 


litres 


Warranty 3-year 100000km 

Maintenanee plan 4-year/60 000km 

Serviee intervals Determined by OBC 
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HE NEW MINI Cooper is a pretty 
accomplished hatchback, but we knew that 
already. We have after all driven both the 
1.5-turbo three-pot and 2.0-turbo 
Cooper S derivatives and, despite larger 
dimensions, came away thoroughly impressed 
by their handling and all-round capabilities. 

The model you see here is the range-topping 
John Cooper Works edition -JCW for short. It’s 
got more power and torque, firmer suspension settings and the 
aggressive looks to match, but have these attributes adversely affected 
its all-round usability? 

Tunnel vision 

Even without our test unit’s chilli-red paint the JCW is very hard to 
ignore. There’s plenty of visual garnishes to shout its sporting 
pretentions. Take the bodykit for example: beefed up with a low-slung 
and assertive stance, this arrangement features enlarged airdams up 
front, sculpted side skirts, and a wing and rear bumper configuration 
that accentuates the centrally arranged twin chrome exhaust tips. Not 1 




Rdadte§t:MiniJCW 
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Road test: Mini JCW 



numbers which contribute to even better 
performance figures. Ours came fitted with 
a six-speed automatic transmission 
complete with paddle shifters. While 
there’s nothing intrinsically wrong with 
this configuration the JCW epitomises 
involvement and driver interaction so we’d 
opt for the manual transmission instead. 
That said, the automatic version does boast 
a quicker o-iookph time than the stick 
shift derivative. Our test figures prove this 
claim - the JCW needing only 5.82 seconds 
for the o-iookph sprint on its way to a top 
speed of iqbkph. However, it doesn’t feel as 
hooliganistic as we had expected from 
behind the wheel; improved NVH levels 
and overall refinement mean it’s far too 
civilised for that. 

The soundtrack is something quite 
special, particularly on start-up where a 
flurry of revs sends the exhaust system into 
a crackle and fizz frenzy. On the move keep 
the throttle pedal pinned and the engine 
builds in character, roaring all the way to 
the booorpm redline, the noise briefly 
abating as the fluttering blow-off valve 
releases excess pressure on lift off - very 
entertaining and addictive. While this can 
inadvertently drain the fuel tank the 
overall economy levels never get out of 
hand. In fact over the entire two-week test 
period the JCW averaged 9. 6f /100km. 


leather liberally scattered throughout the 
cockpit area. The red theme continues deep 
into such details as the steering wheel and 
gear lever stitching as well as the 
instrument needles and central display 
unit. The seats too are racy items in their 
own right, harbingers of the JCW’s sporty 
handling characteristics. Featuring leather 
and Alcantara panelling, the seats, together 
with items such as the sports steering 
wheel and JCW badging, channel the same 
athletic demeanour exuded by the sporting 
exterior. 

Humming with 
enthusiasm 

The new JCW bests its forebear in terms of 
power and torque by 10 and 23 per cent 
respectively, thanks largely to an increase 
in engine capacity. The upgrade over a 
current Cooper S though, is courtesy 
of a trick exhaust system, a 
reprogrammed ECU, new pistons 
and a larger turbocharger. 

Power is rated at lyokW while 
torque tops out at 37oNm 
(available between 1 250 and 
4 Soorpm) - very impressive 

© 

Single LED surround 
on the giant infoscreen 
changes colour as you 
get angrier. Love it 


present on our model but very cool anyway 
are optional bonnet racing stripes flowing 
to the grille. The ride height has been 
slammed too, housing 18-inch black and 
chrome alloys and bright-red Brembo brake 
calipers. That bonnet scoop? It’s just for 
decoration I’m afraid, a heritage piece 
harking back to the supercharged era. 

Everything points to fast 

Step inside and the architecture is pretty 
much unchanged over the regular Cooper S 
model. It’s an intuitive space; functional 
and fun it never intimidates but rather 
encourages the driver to get on with the job 
at hand - driving. That said, it’s far racier 
than its siblings with crimson fillets of 



Cornering authority 

Compared with the previous model the ride 
compliance is much improved but still taut 
enough to deliver the sporty dynamics 
expected of such a machine. So what’s been 
changed? The front suspension has uprated 
springs and dampers, new anti-roll bars, 
lightweight bearings and triple-path strut 
mounts while the multi-link rear suspension 
has been lightened. In other words the car’s 
been setup to deliver a better balance 
between comfort and sportiness. 

The handling is naturally direct but can get 
a little skittish at times depending on the 
road surface and mode of the electronically 
controlled dampers. However, as soon as the 
road ahead demands more concerted 
steering input the JCW comes alive. Brake- 
actuated torque vectoring ensures the front 
end remains glued to the road surface like a 
slug to damp paving. 



Verdict 

The Mini JCW is a genuine top-level hot 
hatch. Not only does it look terrific, it 
handles quite brilliantly and goes 
exceptionally well in a straight line. 

While it doesn’t feel as quick as the 
stopwatch declares, the menagerie of noises 
from the loquacious forced induction setup 
and popping exhaust system puts all doubts 
of its performance credentials to rest. 
Despite still possessing a relatively hard ride 
quality (you can tweak this via the drive 
mode selector), it’s a lot easier to live with 
every day, plus, the automatic transmission 
means traffic is made all the more bearable. 
For some, the pricing will be an issue. . . 
R441 436 seems a silly amount for a B- 
segment hot hatch. Start to tick options and 
its base price will swell like a member of 
parliament’s salary - ours features Harmon 
Kardon sound, 18 -inch wheels and 
panoramic glass roof to name a few, which 
boost its tag to R530 563. But the John 
Cooper Works is the ultimate Mini - a race- 
honed edition garnished with all the go- 
faster visual aids and mechanical gadgets 
around. It might cost as much as a VW Golf 
GTI yet for most loyal enthusiasts it’s a price 
worth paying. Eg 

9 

Move upmarket hasn’t jinxed the 
joy - still as much fun as a free 
day at the fairground 




MINI JCW 


Power & torque 

Power 170kW @ 5 200-6 OOOrpm 

Torque 320Nm (a) 1 250-4 800rpm 

Power to weight 131kW per tonne 

Brakes & wheels 



Price (as tested) | R441436 (R530563) 
Engine 

1998cG4-cyl turbo 

Transmission Suspension 

Six-speed auto, MacPherson strut front, 

front-wheel drive multi-link rear 


^ Length 3874 




Width_l 


Boot capacity 211^ 
Utiiity space 731^ 
Kerbweight 1295kg 


Brakes front 
Brakes rear 
Wheeis 
Tyres 


Ventilated discs 
Ventilated discs 
18-inch alloys 
Pirelli 

205/40 R18 





Volkswagen Golf GTI 


^riceR440300 Engine 
2.0-litre 4-cyl turbo, 162kW @ 
6200rpm, 350Nm @ 4400rpm 
Transmission 7-speed DSG, 
FWD 5 Stats 6.5sec O-IOOkph, 
250kph,6.0£/100km,148g/km 


B Price R470000 Engine 
2.0-litre 4-cyl turbo, 170kW (a) 
BOOOrpm, 370Nm @ 3000rpm 
Transmission 6-speed man, 
AWD Stats 5.8sec O-IOOkph, 
250kph,7.0£/100km,162g/km 


OUR CHOICE^ 


Apart from the 

Audi SI the Mini JCW doesn’t have 
any natural rivals. On price it goes 
head-to-head with a few C-segment 
hot hatches such as the Volkswagen 
Golf GTI. It’s ultimately going to come 
down to preference but all things 
onsidered you’d be silly not to buy 
the Golf. 


MEET THE RIVALS 


I Audi S1 Quattro 



o 

Interior quality much improved, 
JCW detailing hardly subtle, lots 
of accented red aggro evident 


I 



Performance data 


Acceleration 


0-60kph 

3.23 sec 

0-80kph 

4.58 sec 

O-IOOkph 

5.82 sec 

Overtaking 


60-100kph 

3.24 sec 

80-120kph 

3.93 sec 

Braking 


lOO-Okph 

2.97 sec/35m 

Top speed 

246kph 

Fuel consumption 






Fuel supply 
Claimed 

Urban cycle 
Extra-urban cycle 
Combined cycle 
C02 emissions 
Actual 
Test route 
Consumption 
Cruising range 


Direct injection 


7.2E/100km 

4.9E/100km 

5.8E/100km 

134g/km 

80km 

9.6E/100km 

458km 



Warranty, servicing 


Warranty 2-year unlimited km 

Maintenance plan 3-year/75 000km Motorplan 

Service intervals Determined by OBC 






y OUR GANG OF four ^ 
are hardly equal - the only 
thing they share is seven seats 
- but they represent the 
astonishing breadth of 4x4s 
available. Luxury, size, tech, 
ability, economy, kudos, it’s a 
. monstrously mixed bag. 
^ Let’s have some fun. ^ 


Head in the clouds 


US fracking is bringing the price of fuel 
down - somewhere - and in the spirit of 
conspicuous assumption's, we celebrate the 
apex autos. But which Hercules deserves' 
your notes? By Peter Frost. 





Explain the appeal 

This is an SUV for the eariy 
uptakers, much iike rivai XC90 
from Voivo. As such the emphasis is 
on cutting edge technoiogy, comfort, 
efficiency and white-coiiar kudos. 


Was a designer involved? 

07 is entireiy schizophrenic - outside it has aii the appeai 
of a wet fiannei, entireiy biand, iacking in even cursory 
interest. Inside however it is a shoe-in 
for the best cabin on the planet at 
the moment. Quite how this 
state of affairs came about is 
beyond us. Inside the 
materials, design, layout and 
space is astonishing - 
Porsche quality. 


Was a designer involved? 

Not so as you’d notice - with its vast beak, 22-inch wheels, 
near vertical windscreen and frightful front headlights QX 
seems to be channelling a Panzer tank. 

Inside, the design is oil-rich excess, 
lounge chairs for seats, acres of 
old-school walnut veneer and a 
steering wheel off the Titanic. It 
will take seven in total luxury, 
as well as the contents of your 
garage sale. 


Explain the appeal 

Big is best - this is the largest 
passenger vehicle available in South 
Africa. Based on the Nissan Patrol, it 
provides technocrats with safe passage to 
meetings we lesser mortals will never be privy to. 
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Toyota Prado 


Ford Everest 


Was a designer involved? 

Allegedly - Toyota speaks of ‘instantly identifiable’ and 
‘iconic’ when discussing its Goliath. Form 
follows function; the weird tree frog 
headlights pinpoint the car’s 
corners and the flat sides help 
with serious off-roading. The 
cabin is better for its 2013 
revamp, with added electronic 
functionality, a new dash and 
better seats. 

Prado’s cascading 

Explain the appeal headlights all 

It’s all about off-road ability. Prado bedaz^z^ed 

buyers tow boats, cross Angola, camp 

out in the Okavango, but are demonstrably 

better off than their Fortuner kin. It’s a Toyota thing too 

- Prado owners are the flag bearers of the marque. 


□ 



Was a designer involved? 

A product of Ford’s Melbourne design studio under the 
direction of American Craig Metros, Everest successfully 
bridges the gap between brute and ballerina. It’s a substantial 
piece of Outback but the complement of curves 
and bulges gives it a complete look, with an 
especially neat front. Inside the balancing 
act between tough and contemporary 
means there’s soft-touch surfaces 
where humans come into contact with 
it, and hard plastics where they don’t. 


Explain the appeal 

Everest is meant to appeal to the 
folks just above Toyota Fortuner 
status, owners looking for modernity, 
a bit more class, more tech, but the 
same toughness. 



CONTINUED... 
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AudiQT 

Mall rat or mountain goat? 

07 accents the technological rather than the tough, with 
the emphasis on executive appeal rather than off-road 
capability. That said, it comes with a decent all- 
automatic off-road system, complete with adaptive 
suspension and digital illustration of what your car is 
doing as you fjord every river. On road it is magnificent, 
smooth, rock solid and responsive. 


Infiniti QX80 

Mall rat or mountain goat? 

It may look like a Dubai shopping centre, but QX has real 
off-road ability. Differential locks and various driving 
modes, including sand and rock are standard, as is a 
certain disdain as you flatten dunes and drive over 
small countries. The height works to its advantage, 
providing excellent visibility and impressive ground 
clearance. Massive 22-inch wheels complete the picture. 




What’s underneath the bonnet? 

Audi’s new 3.0TDI, tweaked here to help rocket it to 
lOOkph in 6.3 seconds. Again it is a tour de force, hardly 
recognisable as an oil burner, so quiet and responsive is 
it. For the time being it will be the only engine offered, 
with a petrol unit possible next year. 



What’s underneath the bonnet? 

A monstrous 5.6-litre V8 that, despite Infiniti’s 
insistence, drinks like John Daly. It is not without its 
charms though, managing to heft the Panzer to lOOkph 
in less than 7 seconds. Throttle response is remarkably 
sensitive (almost too much so) and immediate. 



- KNce Ki :^DOuuu engine ooo:^cc VO, - 
298kW/560Nnn > Transmission 7-speed auto, 
low range > Performance 7.5secs 0-1 OOkph, ^ v"' ^ J "" 
210kph, 14^/1 00km, 350g/km C02 ' 

> Weight 2829kg > On sale Now * 

TOYOTA PRADO 3.0DT VX 

Price R800 200 > Engine 2 982cc4-cyl 
turbodiesel, 120kW/400Nm > Transmission 
5-speed auto, 4wd, low range, diff lock 
- > Performance 1 1 .7secs 0-1 OOkph, 1 75kph, 

. 8, 5^/1 00km, 226g/km C02 > Weight 2360kg 
- On sale Now - 


Will I need to take a brown bag along for the ride? 

No, for the simple reason that it is not high enough; 
indeed Q7’s profile suggests a large estate rather than 
an SUV. Neat little trick - when centimetres are called 
for, simply request them from the system and the 
automatic ride height obliges. Thus on the open road it 
cleaves air with all the efficiency of a three-box saloon. 


Will I need to take a brown bag along for the ride? 

Surprisingly, no. SUV float is minimised by an all- 
independent suspension setup and something called 
Hydraulic Body Motion Control. In fact the ride is pretty 
decent, less Thames barge than expected, although 
corners are a challenge at anything over trundling 
speed; lateral gs are always going to be significant. 
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■5 Price R924000 > Engine 2967cc V6 turbodieS 
T83l^/6‘00Nm > Transmission 8 -speed auto mgfi 
all-wMlel drive >- Performance 6.3secs O-JI OOkph' 
234kph, 5.7^/1iO:Okm, 149g/km CO 2 j ’ / 

> Weight 1 995kg > On sale Now j 


FORD EVEREST^ 4? - 

Price R646900 > Engine 31 98cc 5-cyl, turbodiesel 
147kW/470Nm > Transmission 6-speed auto, 
selectable 4wd, electronic diff lock > Performance 
1 1 .6secs 0-1 OOkph, 1 89kph, 8,2^/1 00km, 21 7g/km CO 2 
- Weight 2368kg > On sale Now 


2 ^^ 


I Quick group test 


Toyota Prado 

Mall rat or mountain goat? 

Goat, all goat. It’s burdensome in town, a pain to park 
and sluggish between the lights. But out there it makes 
total sense, the Multi-Terrain Select system ensuring 
that every possible off-road scenario is conquerable, 
and the video monitor means you can watch the wildlife 
and rocks go by, care of four cameras located at the 
front, rear and sides of the vehicle. 


Ford Everest 

Mall rat or mountain goat? 

Fundamentally mountain goat, a body on frame skeleton 
and a solid rear axle ensuring the emphasis is on 
crossing continents without worrying about bleeding 
ability. The 4x4 system is fully automatic and comes with 
various off-road modes as well as a diff lock and low 
range. Not bad on the road either - a Watt’s linkage on 
that back axle keeps it steady. 



Whaf s under the bonnet? 

Ford’s aging five-cylinder 3.2TDCi diesel mill, which, next 
to Audi’s thrilling TDI and Volvo’s 2.0-litre turbocharged 
unit, is beginning to show its wrinkles. It’s not 
particularly economical or responsive either, and 
vibrates noticeably, especially at rest. 


"" Verdict 

wins this challenge, even thouglr^^,^ 
ff it doesn’t have Prado s ability, Everest’s 
^ versatility or Infiniti’s presence. It is simply ^ 
a better car in every other aspect, and good ^ 
enough on the rough stuff to qualify as a ’ 
useable SUV. The Everest is next, good looking 
and friendly, a manageable size and useful tool. 
Prado still has what it takes to win friends and j 
influence people and will soldier on, much- j 
\ loved. And the QX? Insanity. But nothing Ilk 
1^ succeeds like excess, and if biggest is 
i^ii^est, then here’s the chariot for you^^^j^H 
^^^^^uy a petrol station thougU^^s^f^^W 


Will I need to take a brown 
bag along for the ride? 

It depends; driven as Jekyll A 
it carries itself elegantly /// 
enough, but ratchet up ^ ^ 
the Hyde and pitch and ^ 
lurch increases. /// 




What’s underneath the bonnet? 

The choice is between a petrol 4.0-litre V6 and a 3.0-litre 
diesel six, which means there is no choice at all. The 
diesel outsells the petrol 20-1 and does a passable job of 
propelling the 2360kg beast around, although it is never 
going to pass as energetic. 


Will I need to take a brown bag along for the ride? 

Toyota says no, and the Kinetic Dynamic Suspension 
System (KDSS), which enhances handling and ride 
comfort, certainly helps tame the topple. But realistically 
there is still much to be done in this regard. As with the 
Everest, driven enthusiastically, the Prado will pitch 
noticeably as a result of all that suspension travel. 


mg 
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TEN GOOD MEN 

So, Alfa poaches the genius behind Ferrari’s 458 and tells him: 
‘Forget the rulebook - just recruit a team and build a truly great 
car’. We step inside the miracle of Alfa’s M3 

AND GUILIA 




Cover story: Alfa’s M3 
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VERYTHING SOUNDS better in Italian. 'Ho bisogno di 
svuotare la mia fossa biologica' sounds like poetry, but it 
actually means ‘I need to empty my septic tank’. Say 
Hov'e il negozio di scarpd and you sound like you’re 
ordering a pizza in a fancy restaurant, when in fact you’re 
asking directions to the nearest shoe shop. And 'Squadra 
Puzzola might sound like a new Formula i team, but it’s 
actually an approximation of ‘Skunk Works’. Which is a 
pretty ugly name in English, though it’s a cool concept: don’t we all want our cars 
to be hot-rodded by a ‘skunk works’? A small team of dedicated developers, 
working in top secret, all black-ops and underground? Ken Block probably has a 
skunk works building his next drift car right now; Toyota is not using a skunk 
works for the next Auris. 

The name originates from the US aerospace company, Lockheed Martin. During 
the latter years of World War II, the US Military urgently needed a new fighter 
plane, to counter the rise of the Nazi jet planes. Realising it would take years to 
push a new design through the usual channels, it asked Lockheed to ignore the 
rules and conventions of military procurement, and just get it done. Lockheed put a 
young engineer called Kelly Johnson in charge of a small, hand-picked team, and 
gave him 150 days to deliver a new aircraft. Because the factories were all flat-out 
with the war effort, Johnson’s team was housed in a former circus tent, round the 
back of a manufacturing plant. The tent smelled bad, and the top secret project 
became known as the ‘Skunk Works’. Johnson delivered the XP-80 Shooting Star 
in just 143 days - it was America’s first jet fighter. 

Cool story. Now hold everything you’ve just read in your head, and think about ► 
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Alfa Romeo. Of course, it’s perfect isn’t it? A once-great 
sporting brand, locked in a gigantic corporation, stifled by 
the bureaucracy, the platform sharing, the economies of scale, 
the front-wheel drive. . . Alfa Romeo has been needing to 
think outside the usual channels for a generation; to ignore 
the committees and accountants and the Fiat Doblo parts 
bin, and create its own XP-80 Shooting Star. 

Trouble is, this kind of thing never happens within a big 
corporation - you need to be a T VR or an Ariel to take risks 
like that. But this time - miraculously! - the CEO of Fiat 
Chrysler Automobiles (FCA), Sergio Marchionne, did exactly 
that, and you’re looking at the result. It’s an incredible story. If 
this car is anywhere near as good to drive as it looks, the new 
Alfa Giulia will go down in history. . . and the Squadra 
Puzzola will become legend. 

LORENZO RAMACIOTTI strolls into the huge white 
room, looking relaxed and cheerful. We’re inside Fiat’s 
sprawling Mirafiori factory in Turin, visiting the Centro Stile 
design studios for a first, close-up look at the new Alfa Romeo 
Giulia. And when I say ‘first’, I mean ‘world first’ - after its 
unveiling in Frankfurt, we’re the first magazine anywhere in 
the world to enjoy a private one-to-one with the car. And now 
Ramaciotti’s popped in for a chat. 

This man is one of the most significant designers of the last 
40 years, yet he’s never been a celebrity stylist. He’s like your 
favourite uncle - gentle, self-effacing, with a warm twinkle in 
his eye. Incredible to think, as I talk to him, that ‘Uncle 
Lorenzo’ here joined Pininfarina in 1973, rose to be the head 
of that most famous of design studios, and was responsible 
for cars such as the Ferrari 456, the 550 and the Enzo, plus 
the Peugeot 406 Coupe and the gorgeous Maserati Birdcage 
concept from 2005. 


Quadrifoglio, 
or Cloverleaf, is 
Giulia’s launch 
spec. 307kph and 
0-100 in 3.9sec 


Lorenzo 

Ramaciotti 


Krief assembled a crack 
squad often people In a 
secret location. ‘I called 
them one by one, like 
Mission impossibie’ 


The Birdcage was one of Ramaciotti’s last projects before he 
stepped down (buying a Ferrari 430 as a retirement gift to 
himself). He probably thought he was going to take it easy, do 
some gardening and write his memoirs, but then in 2007 
Sergio Marchionne called him and asked him to oversee the 
designs of FCA’s growing portfolio of brands - Fiat, Ferrari, 
Maserati, Alfa Romeo, Lancia, Dodge, Chrysler and Jeep. So 
Ramaciotti came back, and (amongst other things) managed 
the team that did the Maserati Alfieri concept and the Alfa 
4C, before retiring again. But this second retirement is still a 
working retirement - he hands me his business card which 
says ‘Special Advisor to the CEO’. Wow, this guy really 
doesn’t know how to stop. 

So does that mean he’s still hands on, I ask? Does he still 
draw, for example? (I’m itching to hand him my notebook 
and pen for a signed sketch, which I can then frame and keep 
forever until I sell it on eBay). ‘No, I don’t draw any longer,’ he 
says, smiling (I try to hide my emoji sad face). ‘My skills are 
more in. . . direction,’ he explains carefully. ‘In decision 

making. And the tutoring of people 
with me’. 

And talking - Ramaciotti is very 
good at talking. ‘I am “Chief 
Designer Emeritus”, like the Pope,’ 
he adds, chuckling. ‘But I still like to 
speak about cars and car design’. 

Which is an invitation to talk if 
ever I heard one, so I ask Ramaciotto 
about the Squadra Puzzola that 
designed the new Alfa Giulia. ‘We ► 
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Krief s mission was to bring the 
precision and directness of the 
Ferrari 458’s helm to the Giulia’s 
electric power steering. ‘It’s exactly 
the same kind of stuff we wanted, 
this kind of feeling,’ he says. ‘We are 
even lower than Ferrari for the 
steering ratio, below 12:1. 

We worked a lot on the 


feeling 


THE 

WEIGHT 
STORY 

The team worked to a target weight 
of 1500kg for the Cloverleaf, and used 
carbon and some aluminium to achieve 
that. But most of the body is steel? 
‘Aluminium wasn’t that efficient in terms 
of weight saving,’ says Krief. ‘Even the 
new Jaguar XE V6 is heavier. It’s not 
about aluminium for aluminium’s 
sake, it’s all about the 
weight.’ 


Project leader Philippe 
Krief conjured Giulia from 
scratch, including all-new 
2.9-litre twin-turbo V6 


THE 

MISSION STORY 


THE 

STEERING 

STORY 


‘Doing a car in two years is not 
possible - you ask any car maker,’ says 
Krief. ‘The standard says four. Marchionne 
said the only way is to be completely outside 
of the world, and try to think differently.’ 

Krief recruited his ten men, who 
worked collaboratively in an ‘open 
space’, with Marchionne dropping in 
once a month. The total Giulia team is 
600 strong, which is about 20% of the 
numbers Fiat would deploy. 

‘No negative voices - we just 
had to do it,’ says Krief. 


ALFA ROMEO GIULIA 
QUADRIFOGLIO 

Engine 2.9-litre twin-turbo V6 
Transmission Six-speed manual, 
rear-wheel drive 
Power 375kW Torque 600Nm 
Performance 3.9sec O-IOOkph, 
307kph 

Kerbweight 1 524kg 
Price TBC 
On SaieQ4 2016 


THE 

POWERTRAIN 

STORY 


‘The V6 is a ground-up build,’ says 
project leader Philippe Krief. ‘Twin-turbo, 
90-degree. What was important for us was the 
feeling, it’s not necessarily the amount of torque. 
When you accelerate, you can have all the torque 
suddenly then nothing, or you can have 
torque which is increasing, increasing, 
increasing: we tuned it to have this 
feeling.’ The launch car has a 
manual six-speed ’box, but a 
bespoke seven-speed dual- 
clutch unit is coming soon. 


THE 

AERODYNAMIC 

STORY 

Giulia is designed with ‘natural downforce’ 

- a product of design, proportions and 
a wide track. The rear spoiler is fixed but active 
aero is deployed via the front splitter 
by what Alfa calls Chassis Domain Control. 
‘There are two electric actuators linked to 
the brain that understand if you’re in a curve 
or a straight line, in an understeer or over 
steer situation, and in respect of that decide 
to move the splitter,’ says Krief. 
Electronic dampers and a 
\ multi-link axle improve / 
stability. 


Cover story: Alfa’s M3 




Australia, who had worked with me and quit the company. 
Three years later he’s working in Australia for another car 
maker, I call him and say, “What do you think?” And he says 
“I’m your man’”. 

Soon, this special Ferrari-inspired team assembles in Italy 
to discuss their bank heist - sorry, engineering project; 
they’re given a blank sheet of paper and told to develop the 
perfect Alfa, and ex-Pininfarina chief Lorenzo Ramaciotti is 
in charge of the styling. Cue the theme music to The A Team 
and get me Hollywood on the phone. 

TWO AND A half years later, we’re in a big empty room in 
Turin, enjoying the product of the Squadra’s work. And I can 
tell you, it looks incredible, as soon as you see it: low, wide, 
muscular and purposeful. This is a brand new platform from 
the ground up, and that all-important, rear-wheel-drive 
configuration is hard-baked into the design: the front wheels 
are pushed forwards, the wheelbase stretched back (it’s the 
longest wheelbase in its class, apparently), and the whole 
thing appears to be swept back on its haunches, like a hill-top 
tree that’s been shaped by the wind. The stance, the 
proportions - it just looks instinctively ‘right’ as soon as you 
clap your eyes on it. 

‘Having this freedom, of a new platform, and starting with 
a white sheet of paper, we were so lucky to work with the 
perfect proportions,’ Ramaciotti says, as we admire the car. 
‘We could have a car with a long wheelbase, short overhangs, 
cabin to the rear - everything was fitting, and the ideas that 
were not working so well on previous efforts were working 
beautifully on this one.’ 

Blessed with this dream scenario, Ramaciotti’s team did not 


have been working for some time to come out with a new 
saloon for Alfa Romeo,’ he begins, ‘using different layouts. 
And it was very hard, because we had to ‘cheat’ to make the 
proportions right for the car.’ 

By ‘cheat’, he means making a front-wheel-drive car look 
like a rear-wheel-drive car. ‘The root of Italian car design is in 
proportion,’ Ramaciotti goes on. ‘It’s the way a car sits on the 
road, the ratio of the body to the wheels, the position of the 
cabin, the size of the overhangs. If the proportions are not 
right, you start to cheat to make them look right, and that’s 
not the best way to do it.’ 

Then he says something only a charming and witty Italian 
uncle could get away with: ‘When you dress a woman, if the 
woman is fat and low, it will not work. You can put vertical 
stripes to make her look slimmer, but still. . .’ 

So - there they are, the whole Fiat-Alfa-FCA team, 
spending years trying to turn a Doblo-parts-bin, front-drive 
Alfa into a proper sports saloon, and they’re going round in 
circles and getting nowhere. Which is when Marchionne 
steps in with his Lockheed Martin-inspired brainwave. ‘The 
CEO (Ramaciotti always calls Marchionne ‘the CEO’) 
wanted to get back to the roots of Alfa, and start with a white 
sheet of paper. And when I say ‘white sheet of paper’, it’s not 
just the piece of paper, but the approach you have to putting 
things on the paper. He wanted people to feel free in 
proposing and thinking.’ 

So the Squadra Puzzola was born, in secret, and at its head 
- 1 can’t believe I’m writing this, it’s like a script out of a car 
enthusiast’s action movie - is none other than Philippe Krief, 
the Ferrari chassis engineer responsible for the Ferrari 458 
Speciale. I feel I need to add a few exclamation marks in now, 
just for effect: !!!!!!!! 

Krief is told to assemble a crack squad of just ten people, to 
hide in a secret location and create the perfect Alfa sports 
saloon for the 21st century. Talking to TopCar SiS Giulia was 
first unveiled back in June, Krief described the process: ‘I 
called them one by one, like Mission Impossible: you choose 
your guy, you call - okay, they come! I called one guy in 


The 5 Alfas 
that made 
Giulia a star 

Lorenzo Ramaciotti 
admitted his design 
team spent a iot of 
time with the Alfa 
Museum’s vast car 
collection. He reveals 
the five cars that 
most inspired the 
Giulia project 


o 

When Philippe 
Krief came over 
from Ferrari, he 
brought his bright 
red starter button 
with him. A beacon 
in a sea of black 


1938 Alfa 8C Le Mans 
Special 

This one-off racer didn’t win 
the 1938 Le Mans as intended, 
but with its streamlined 
body by Touring it’s one of 
the crown jewels of the Alfa 
Museum. ‘Clean, simple, 
beautiful,’ says Ramaciotti. 


1957 Giulietta SS 

Inspired by Bertone’s wild 
BAT concepts, the Sprint 
Speciale was launched in 
1957. The cabin treatment is 
very round,’ says Ramaciotti 
approvingly. The shape is 
very subtle.’ 


G 

Carbon bonnet, 
carbon roof... the 
longest wheelbase 
in its class, yet just 
1524kg 



1964 Alfa Canguro 
concept 

This one-off prototype - now 
in a private collection in 
Japan - was designed by a 
young Giorgetto Giugiaro 
while he was at Bertone. ‘He 
is a master at surfacing,’ says 
Ramaciotti. 


1965TZ2Zagato 

Built by Zagato in 1965, the 
low-drag TZ2 is a candidate 
for the most beautiful car 
ever. Tellingly, Ramaciotti 
actually owns an example 
of the TZ2’s smaller cousin 
- a 1956 Abarth Zagato 750 
‘double bubble’. 



1997 Alfa 156 saloon 

The 156 still looks good almost 
20 years after launch. ‘It 
opened a new concept in the 
family sedan, because it was 
very sporty,’ says Ramaciotti. 
‘It was simple, with a rounded, 
softer, muscular shape.’ 


disappoint. The Giulia is a handsome car, lean but pumped 
up, bulging like a bodybuilder’s biceps. It’s curvaceous too, 
and apart from the scoop down the flanks, there isn’t any 
really defining line on the car. ‘It’s a car you must see in the 
flesh,’ Ramaciotti agrees. ‘It’s very three-dimensional, it 
doesn’t have a main character line on which the light can play 
- you have to understand the curvature of the surfaces on the 
real thing. Italian design is about simplicity and purity,’ he 
goes on. ‘It’s not a matter of how many lines you draw, the 
sculpture of the surface should speak by itself The surfaces 
must be richly developed in a way that shines under the light’. 

It’s wonderful to spend time with Ramaciotti as he talks 
this way, and he can’t help getting enthusiastic about it. 
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Alfa’s 7 
steps to 
recovery 

Marchionne pledges 
7 cars by 2019. That’s 




stubby gearstick, for some 
reason, has a knob the size 
of an upturned cereal bowl. 
Carbon-backed race seats 
are optional ^ 


despite spending months already looking at it. He walks up 
to the rear haunches of the Giulia, and his hand hovers over 
the C -pillar as it melts into the back window and rear deck. 
‘Here!’ he says, as he strokes the invisible air above the car. 
‘We are very proud of this area. When you see the car in the 
three-quarter, the cabin becomes very small, it changes 
perspective, gives an unexpected view’ 

That rear three-quarter also shows off the rear haunches 
and the dragster-fat rear tyres. This 'QuadrifogM example 

- the unofficial ‘launch spec’ - sits on standard 19-inch rims, 
and there will be no 22-inch option. The design was 
conceived around these wheels, the arches were cut for them, 
and they look perfect. We move round to the front and I 
tentatively suggest the headlights are the most disappointing 
aspect of the car. They look generic - there’s a little bit of 
BMW in there, a bit of Jaguar. . . I loved the old 159’s triple 
hooded lights, which looked so distinctive and menacing 

- why not keep those? 

‘The 8C and 4C had round lenses,’ Ramaciotti reminds me. 
‘But we didn’t want to reference any specific car in the past 

- this is not a successor to the 159, we wanted to start from 
scratch. We wanted to achieve a car that looked low and wide.’ 

We talk about the vents in the bonnet (all the vents are 
working) and then take a look at the engine. The underside 
of the bonnet is bare carbon - another reminder that this is a 
serious performance car - and beneath it is the new, all- 
aluminium 2.9-litre twin-turbo V6. Putting out sy^kW, the 
Giulia Quadrofoglio has a top speed of soykph and a 0-100 
time of just 3.9 seconds. And now I’m feeling I CANNOT 
WAIT TO DRIVE THIS CAR. 

So, a carbon bonnet, carbon roof and a trick carbon 
propshaft, and doors and wings made of aluminium. I climb 
inside and find (optional) carbon-backed race seats. I settle 
into the hip-hugging driver’s seat and adjust the thick- 
rimmed steering wheel. Inside, the elegant simplicity 
continues - apart from the Ferrari-inspired starter button on 
the wheel, it’s all black in here, with subtle brushed 
aluminium details. ‘Simplicity does not have to mean it is 


poor,’ Ramaciotti explains. ‘It should be simple but 
fulfilling.’ Yes master, I understand now - Ramaciotti 
is fast becoming my Yoda. 

And the steering - which our ex-458 Speciale man 
Krief promises is razor sharp and full of feel - is just 
two turns lock-to-lock. Everything, everything, 
EVERYTHING - every little detail is just right, and 
full of promise. 

It all speaks volumes about a car that was designed 
by a small team, and not a big committee. Take the 
rear number plate - not a striking detail to you and 
me, but to the Squadra Puzolla, they sweated it over 
its location. ‘Since 20 years, Alfa has the licence plate 
on the rear bumper,’ says Ramaciotti. ‘But the Giulia 
team wanted the car to be as compact as possible. To 
have the licence plate in the bumper makes the car 
longer, because of the packaging for everything in the 
bumper area. So to keep the car as short as possible, 
we had to raise the licence plate to the hood. For us, 
this was a radical decision,’ he says with emphasis. 

Really? It’s a glimpse into a world that struggled to 
reinvent Alfa for all those years - if moving a number 
plate north by a few inches caused such 
consternation, no wonder the committees and vested 
interests couldn’t re-invent the brand. And what a 
brand - Alfa Romeo won Le Mans four times in the 
1930s; it won the Formula 1 World Championship 
twice in 1950 and ’51; and it won the World Sportscar 
Championship twice in the 1970s. Marchionne’s plan 
was to ‘shake the structure of Alfa’, as Ramaciotti 
puts it, and bring back some of that glory. The result 
- the engine, the drive, the interior, all those little 
details - feels like a ‘thoroughbred’. An old-fashioned 
word, perhaps, but a fitting one for this car and that 
historic, evocative badge. 

Please, please, let it be great to drive. For all sorts of 
reasons, and with all sorts of meanings, it just has to 
be great to drive. Ea 


one busy schedule... 


Giulia saloon (2016) 

Yes, cooking models running 
2.0 petrol turbos and 2.2 
diesels will flesh out the 
range, when production 
starts in the second quarter 



Midsize SUV (2016) 

Audi Q5 rival, codenamed 
949, vital to ride the SUV 
wave: all-wheel drive and on 
sale late next year 

Compact SUV (2017) 

No codename yet: does that 
indicate Giulia platform can’t 
shrink to fit planned XI rival? 

Alfetta saloon (2017) 

Project 961 is a 5 Series rival, 
with rear- and all-wheel drive, 
four-pot and V6 engines 

Giulia coupe (2018) 

While a Giulia estate is a 
no-go, expect a two-door 4 
Series fighter early 2018 

Duetto Spider (2018) 

An Alfa Spider based on the 
MX-5 has now become a Fiat 
roadster; Alfa will engineer its 
own drop-top using Giulia bits 

Giulietta Mk2(2019) 

Planned as a rwd hatch, it 
could switch to front-drive. A 
replacement Mito, based on 
the next 500X, may follow 
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Prodigiously talented and so flattering your murh could drive 
them like Mansell, the sports car ojass of,2015 is riven yvith 


quality. Too close to crown a winner? Of course not 


Words CJ 


Hubbard, 


Ben Barry & Gavin Green Photography John Wycherley & Mark Riccioni 
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The pre-fight weigh-in 

By CJ Hubbard 

T he sun is shining. Only kidding; it’s 
chucking it down, the weather having a 
particularly acute sense of humour when 
it comes to significant Giant Tests. 
Fortunately, we’ve come prepared. Not 
only is every car here finished in 
thermonuclear shades - the bloody red of 
the prancing horse being as subtle as it 
gets - with a cylinder count of 64 and a combined 
power output of 3339kW, we’ve enough power to generate 
our own microclimate. Certainly, we won’t have any 
trouble keeping warm. Welcome to the 2015 Sports Car 
Giant Test. 

You’d be forgiven for thinking we’ve finally waved 


farewell to anything approaching reality, such is the 
rarefied atmosphere of performance and price this 
assembled machinery occupies. But the whole point of the 
SCGT is to assess the year’s best driver’s cars, surely? 

2015’s crop is so spectacular that we had to be selective, 
and there are certainly no ‘maybes’ among these giants. 
Including the Corvette Z06. America attempts to take on 
Europe, again - but the Z06 boasts a race-developed 
chassis and a 478kW supercharged V8 which, in noise and 
ferocity, borders on terrifying. 

Talking of scary, have you seen the Aventador SV? Over 
two metres wide, it looks pointier than the peak of punk 
and has the biggest, most powerful engine here - by some 
margin. Yet it feels surprisingly at home on a secondary 
road. The madly proportioned Mercedes -AMG GT S pulls 
off a similar trick, deft and controlled despite a visual 
impression that suggests it’s all engine... though that bi- 
turbo V8 is quite the storyteller. 

Closest pair of actual rivals on test are the Porsche 
Cayman GT4 and Lotus Evora 400. Both are mid-engined 




Lotus 
Evora 400 


Mercedes- 

AMGGTS 

Son of SLS is gorgeous 
on the outside, awkward on 
the inside - but all ergonomic 
concerns melt away as soon 
as you fire up that irascibly 
responsive twin-turbo V8. 

What an engine. 


Porsche 
Cayman GT4 

The Cayman that doesn’t 
just shout ‘Grandad!’ 
behind the 911’s back, it 
also spray paints it on the 
old boy’s garage door before 
legging it with a bunch of 
GTS parts. So special for 
the money. 


Reworked Evora offers 
easier cockpit access 
together with a thumping 
295kW. Super-sweet chassis 
is a serious charmer, but can 
that interior really justify 
what’s very likely to be 
more money than a 


Corvette 

Z06 

(with Z07 pack) 

2015 Z06 is the most potent 
and poised Corvette we’ve ever 
tested. Z07 pack adds carbon 
brakes, cut-slick tyres and 
aero. Rain-ready non-Z07 
V a better bet in these 

conditions. / * 






Lamborghini 
Aventador SV 


Lamborghini’s timeless V12 
eschews 21st century hybrid 
or turbo assistance to crank 
out 552kW the old-fashioned 
way. Lob in adaptive dampers 
and crazy aero and sparks 
will fly. The best driver’s 
Lamborghini ever? / 
V Possibly. 
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2015’s crop is so 
spectacular that we 
had to be selective; 
there are certainly no 
‘maybes’ here 


coupes, building on exceptionally talented preceding 
models; but it’s still a shock that the Lotus costs more - 
and that Porsche has actually gifted the Cayman with 
more advanced suspension than a standard 911 GT3. 
Question is, has the GT4 bitten off more 911 than it can 
chew in this instance - or will costing more than double 
count against the competing GT3 RS? The 368kW 
4.0 -litre six squatting over the rear wheels will certainly 
have something to say, and nothing else here looks as 
much like a starting grid refugee. What are you betting 
on: mid- engined manual or rear- engined PDK? 

Yes, we know, two Porsches - talk about loading the 
deck. But 2015 is also the year Ferrari finally succumbed 
to forced-induction pressure. The 488 GTB is a stunningly 
capable, ultra-modern supercar; a machine with which 
Maranello is attempting to out-McLaren Woking by 
blending high-tech turbocharging with Italian passion. 

The 673LT doesn’t look worried, though. 
Almost as light as the Lotus and packing a 
fulsome 496kW, it’s 33% enhanced over the 
650 S. There’s also a very un-Ron hint of 
swagger about that back end. Seriously 
predatory. 

Pick a winner from that little lot. Over to 
you, Ben Barry. . . ► 



Porsche 
911 GT3 RS 

The most extreme 
current 911. With its 
fast-shifting PDK gearbox, 
screaming 4.0-litre straight six 
- last bastion of the non-turbo 
911? - rear-wheel steering 
and rollcage, the RS really 
\ is a road-legal GT ^ 
racer. / ’ 


' X Ferrari \ 
y/ 488GTB \ 

/ Controversially \ 

turbocharged 458 
replacement may have lost a 
little elegance and purity, but no 
one can dispute the enormous 
potential of its Eurofighter- 
style performance. Should 
k travelling this fast be this J 
easy? / 


w McLaren v 

^ 675LT > 

McLaren’s answer to the 
‘RS’. Longtail LT justifies its 
name with increased active 
rear aero - just one of the 
changes to a car that’s 33% 
different to its 650S 
V stablemate. , 
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Battle royale 

By Ben Barry 



I T’S GONE 9PM when I grope around in our trusty 
key box, finding only a yellow fob and a note to meet 
the others in a bar in north Wales. But this is hardly 
the scraps from a late-night Hertz desk: Tm driving 
the Porsche Cayman GT4; a R1.136 million piece of 
heaven, and a crucial wedge of context. 

You’ll probably know the GT4 as the first Cayman 
to out-punch 911. It uses the Carrera S’s just-killed 
flat-six, detuned to 283kW, but still iikW clear of even the 
base Carrera’s new flat-six turbo. Extra oomph, a fettling 
by Porsche’s greatest GT minds... the mid-engined 
Cayman is finally off the leash. 

There’s more going on here than just extra power, 
though. The changes compared with even the GTS, 



Use all the flat-six’s guts 
and there’s an intensity to 
the GT4’s speed that makes 
you grip the wheei hard 





previously the range-topping Cayman, are immediate and 
striking: the clutch has a heavier physicality; the stubby 
gear lever the truncated throw of an arcade joystick; the 
brake pedal less give than a Hungarian border. 

Everything feels taut, mechanical and purposeful. 

Headlights flick over hedgerows as I cut cross-country, 
road noise filling the cabin like AM radio static, the 
engine’s warm, bass -heavy howl building at lower revs as I 
wait for the oil to thin with temperature. When you do use 
all the flat-six’s guts, there’s a kick past 50oorpm that 
elevates the GT4 well above its mid-engined siblings, an 
intensity of speed that makes you grip that Alcantara 
wheel rim hard and focus every bit of mental capacity. The 
GT4 is genuinely quick and makes you wonder - and 
here’s that context - why you’d need another i5okW. 

Furtive fumbles through damp roundabouts reveal the 
chassis to be sweetly balanced, if too competent to slide 
purely with throttle prods. I start to feel comfortable with 
the treadblocks slipping, tapping into this car’s deeply 
satisfying adjustability - beats a six-pack of Red Bull when 
you’re fighting for concentration. 

The bar’s closed, the others long retired when I arrive 
after midnight. But I can’t sleep after that buzz, wondering 
if costlier rivals can really answer the Cayman’s brilliance. 


I’m woken next morning by the whoosh of lorries 
dispersing standing water and seven blokes firing V8s, 
sixes and a V12, all droning, wavering, vaguely menacing 


idles that obviate my alarm clock. 

CJ’s crouched frowning at the 
Corvette’s Michelin Cup 2s like he’s 
struggling to decode a child’s 
fractured monologue. The tyres are 
part of this Zo6’s track-focused Z07 
pack, derived from the same gene 
pool as the Cayman’s, only someone 
appears to have transferred the same 
tread to a far wider hunk of rubber, 
leaving vast slick tranches on the 
outer halves. I don’t want to headbutt 
a wall 90 seconds out of town, so I 
slip into the Mercedes -AMG GT S; 
yep, a syskW bi-turbo V8 appears 
friendliest today. 

With the Cayman still fresh in my 
mind, the first few kilometres in the 
GT S are anti-climactic: the steering 
numb, the whole car desensitised. 

But Gavin drove it last night, loves it, 
says I need more seat-time. 

He’s right. You can miss the Merc’s 
completeness on tests like these, 
when we’re chasing a rush, not 
always thinking about living with 
the things. Pick one car here to do 
everything and the Merc wins. It’s 


SECOND OPINION 

GT4 or 911 GTS RS? 


The GT4’s 3.8 elevates the Cayman to 
a higher plane, from quick to truly 
fast, while the chassis, so compact 
and wieldy, delivers such poise, agility 
and control that the little mid-engined 
Porsche still feels like it could handle 
more. Yes the gearing’s too long and 
yes there’s a refinement trade-off for 
the GT4’s uncompromising suspension, 
but it takes but five kilometres of the 
Cayman’s joyous predictability and 
interactivity to banish all doubt: this 
is one of the great Porsches. 

But the GT3 RS is greater still. Its 
defining brilliance is the raw speed 
and drama of a racer in a road car 
you’d happily drive to Monaco tomor- 
row. The PDK ’box will slide through 
its ratios while you sip a Starbucks, 
Just as it’ll seamlessly shift up as you 
screw the astonishing motor to its 
near-9000rpm redline. The ride is 
incomprehensibly compliant. Road 
noise is well suppressed. And yet 
the steering shimmers with feel and 
feedback, as you’d expect of a GT3 car, 
a product of Andreas Preuninger’s 
GT team (as is the GT4) bejewelled 
with details like a magnesium roof, 
titanium exhaust and bespoke 
induction system. 

On the road it feels like the labour 
of love it is: obsessively honed, alive, 
exhilarating. 

BEN MILLER 
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you will get scared: prodding the throttle hard is like 
yanking on a lion’s tonsils, or pulling open a trapdoor 
to oblivion. 

The Corvette is not lacking polish. Its steering is light 
and feelsome, the chassis well controlled, and there’s an 
agility that confounds initial expectations. But those tyres 
and that massive torque-rush make it just a bit terrifying 
in these conditions. Through a fast corner, the nose 
washes half-a-metre wide, and when I turn off the traction 
control there’s such an excess of power that it becomes 
difficult to measure out in satisfying fizzes of tyre slip. I 
turn the electronics back on for fear of leaving Wales 
backwards and crashing into Birmingham. 

I’m sure the Corvette would be epic in the dry, and it’s 
important to stress that we’re essentially on slicks battling 
a field on inters here, but today the ’ Vette covers fewer 
kilometres than rivals; it just makes us all cry when we 
accelerate, though Gavin crowns the V8 the standout 
engine of the test. 

Unbelievably, the Lamborghini is less intimidating. Two 
years ago the Aventador Roadster flunked our annual 
sports car test, but the SV feels like a different car. 

Don’t get me wrong; at first the fear factor is immense. 
You open the dihedral door, sink into a carbon chassis on 
what feels like a wooden chair wrapped in Alcantara, 
unnerved that the brake pedal presumes left-foot heroism. 
It’s like perching inside an arrowtip; near-horizontal 
windscreen, roof whizzing overhead like a glancing bullet, 
nose disappearing to a distant point. Eyeballing the rear- 
view mirror is not for the faint-hearted: several metres of 
Vi2 wearing a Batcape lives back there. 

But immediately the S V feels happier than any other 
Aventador. The revised inboard dampers bring suppleness 
and control, there’s no tramlining and the steering has 
weight and tactility. Lamborghini’s carbon brakes once 
offered quicksand-feedback but now you ease in on them, 
sensing the pressure build, working intuitively against the 
pedal. Amazingly the S V starts to cloak around you, 
giving you the confidence to exploit its potential. 

And that potential is truly awesome. The V12 pulls 
ferociously as soon as you prod the throttle, yelping 
between gear changes and lunging at the redline with 
such endless linearity that you’re too overawed to breathe. 
The sequential manual gearbox can be sluggish, but the 


SECOND OPINION 

AMG GTS or Corvette Z06? 


Not so much a fish out of 
water as a man overboard, 
the roads of north Wales 
could hardly have suited 
the Corvette less. Very 
wide, very left-hand drive 
and on semi-slick tyres 
(part of the Z07 package, 
which also brings added 
aero), its keys were the 
least fought over. Shame, 
because in between bouts of 
heart-stopping terror it is 
an extraordinary, addictive 
thing to drive. 

Quite apart from its sheer 
pace - you could restrict 
the throttle pedal’s travel 
by 50 per cent and it would 
still feel monstrously 
fast - the Corvette is 
dynamically impressive, 
with mustard-keen turn-in, 
sophisticated damping and 


feelsome brakes. Bottom in 
the voting, but think of it in 
that most un-American of 
terms - last of the winners. 
The AMG GT S - also front- 
engined, also yellow - could 
not be more different. Where 
the Corvette intimidates, the 
GT S is accessible. Yet first 
impressions are anything 
but encouraging; cluttered 
interior, over-assisted and 
remote steering seemingly 
plucked straight from an 
S-Class. Then you gather 
speed, and immediately you 
feel plugged into the GT S’s 
superb balance and turbo- 
belying throttle response. 
For me, the AMG was the 
surprise of the test. This 
comfy GT is also an inspiring 
sports car. 

JAMES TAYLOR 
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comfortable and refined, the infotainment 
excellent. Shame the centre console is so vast, its 
tiny gear selector so far back that you fumble at it 
like an ape scratching armpits. 

On the plus side, the configurable buttons in 
that centre console actually serve a purpose: the 
AMG rides with cushy compliance - ‘it just 
absorbs bumps then kills any body motion dead,’ 
notes CJ - but the softest suspension setting is too 
boaty when you’re pushing on, so you press Sport, 
quelling roll without destroying the ride. The 
exhaust note’s too subdued for a car whose 
luminous yellow schnozz arrives ten minutes 
before you, but another button unleashes a 
muscle-car wobbling at low revs and thunderous 
farts during high-rpm gear swaps. Much better. 

Just because the AMG shrugs off daily duties 
doesn’t mean it can’t entertain. The V8 is so far 
behind the front axle it’s almost in the passenger 
seat, so even though you’re riding the rear axle 
like Ben Hur, the AMG’s eagerness to change direction 
feels centred around your kneecaps. You learn to trust that 
slightly aloof steering, knowing you can twist it with a 
wrist-flick. Lean on the front end, work the mighty brakes 
and just nail each apex at daft speeds. Excellent engine too 
- serious speed, great response, generous torque - and 
while the gearbox isn’t as sharp as the best, it’s good 
enough. It doesn’t baulk at high-rev shifts to second like 
AMGs once did, and the Sport+ setting chucks the right 
gear into the mix bang on cue. 

A twin-turbo V8 sounds a handful in a deluge, but the 
AMG’s chassis is so accomplished that killing the stability 
system is no deathwish: the rear rubber breaks away in 
completely linear fashion. 

Not so the V8 supercharged Corvette. You sit low in a 
cabin of surprisingly sophisticated finesse - a plaque on 
the dash warning that there’s 478kW and 88oNm of 
torque lurking under that long right pedal. There’s also a 
grab handle that swoops down from the instrument 
binnacle to the passenger side, but handily it’s also easy to 
reach from the driver’s seat with your eyes closed. . . And 


68 TOPCAR.CO.ZA | December 2015 




harder you go the cleaner the 
engagement, especially in Corsa 
mode. Run to 8 50orpm and the 
digital dash frantically strobes blue; 
pulling the paddleshift sends a 
defibrillator jolt through the 
powertrain, and speed continues to 
build on an apparently logarithmic 
scale. Really quick cars often silence 
passengers but the SV makes them 
oq/'and swear; they react in 
instinctive grunts to the Vii’s sensory 
bombardment. 

Maybe in the dry the S V will be 
more grip-at-all-costs vicious, but in 
the wet the all-wheel drive has 
fluidity and delicacy. Okay, so 
sometimes the steering goes rigor- 
mortis solid as a massive hit of power 
churns through the front driveshafts, 
but the Lamborghini typically feels 
both rear-biased and sure-footed. 

They couldVe fitted more extreme 
tyres but the P Zeros’ wet-weather performance, and the 
fact you can feel their treadblocks shifting, adds to the 
Lamborghinfs unexpected and very satisfying delicacy. 
You’re left buzzing and deeply impressed; impressed that 
this old-school supercar serves up its analogue experience 
without caveat - it doesn’t ask that you excuse a load of 
rubbish bits as ‘character’. 

The Lotus Evora does. Recently revised to be faster, 
sharper and easier to live with, thanks to a tweaked cabin 
and sills you don’t have to be a long-jumper to straddle, 
the Evora 400 makes 295kW from its now-intercooled 
3.5-litre supercharged V6. There’s a lot to like about the 
400: the fingertip -delicacy of its steering is just 
sensational, the chassis flows and grips so you can attack 


as hard as your talent allows, and the V6 warble is deeply 
sonorous - ‘sounded amazing when you came past,’ says 
Ben Miller - with a meaty top end where the regular 
Evora once wheezed. 

But it’s easy to nit-pick. The seats are mounted nearly as 
high as the Toyota-sourced engine, there’s pronounced roll 
from the rear when you really chuck it at a corner, and the 
pedals are set up like a Steinway ’s. The brake and throttle 
are too far apart for heel and toe, the throttle is tricky to 
modulate - ‘and it gets worse in Sport,’ notes James Taylor, 
‘like there’s nothing at the top, then everything’ - and the 
brake pedal’s feel isn’t clearly enough defined. But the 
Evora’s biggest problem, of course, is the cheaper, better- 
resolved Cayman GT4. Question is, can the GT4 give the ► 


o 

The consummate 
all-rounder and the 
Corvette. One’s 
for living with, the 
other for making 
you feel alive 
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488 GTB’s 
steering wheel 
plastered in 
controls 



AMG’s centre 
console 
doubles as an 
aircraft carrier 


Aventador 
(with fire 
extinguisher) 
majors on 
intimidation 



GT4 cockpit 
is so, so 
right; perfect 
ergonomics, 
lush materials 



Paddleshift 
automatic the 
preferred Z06 
transmission 


Snug Lotus 
easier to climb 
into than 
before 


Giant Test: 2015’s best sports cars 


SECOND OPINION 

488 GTB: can the ghost of 458 be laid to rest? 


Let’s get this out of 
the way - the 488 GTB 
has lost the 458 Italia’s 
volume-dial throttle 
response. But If the 
throttle response of 
new Ferrarls has been 
tempered by a switch 
to forced Induction, 
do bear In mind that 
compared to Its 
naturally-aspirated 
rivals It’s still pretty 
bloody sharp Indeed. 
There’s no lag as you 


and I know It. If any- 
thing the powertrain’s 
synapse-snappingly 
clever electronics 
make the engine’s 
torque delivery feel 
more supercharged 
than turbo-blown. The 
walling soundtrack 
Is still superb and 
the savage lunge 
from 6000-8000rpm 
remains epic, so you’ll 
want to rev the engine 
to Its redllne. And yet 


the now more muscular 
mid-range muscle 
spears the 488 out of 
one corner and on to 
the next with effortless 
arcade-game ease. 

And In normal driving 
- you know, the stuff 
that accounts for 99 
out of every 100km 
covered - this makes 
the 488 a significantly 
easier car to drive 
fast. Fora492kW 
car capable of quite 


Indecent pace, the 
Ferrari Is Indulgently 
benign and relaxed. It 
feels fluid and smooth, 
allowing you to pour It 
along roads at white- 
knuckle pace without 
the white knuckles. 
There’s no twitchiness, 
no nervousness, just 
a confidence-swelling 
sense of calm and 
capability. Just like a 
458. Only faster... 

BEN WHITWORTH 



911 GT3 RS a run for its money? 

Turn the key and the GT3 RS’s 4.0-litre six chunters 
heavily at idle. You snuggle into low-slung, comfortable 
bucket seats - with a rollcage where a Carrera’s seats would 
live, it’s like the car’s escaped from the GT department and 
grabbed satnav and a radio on the way out. 

The RS is a scintillating drive: accurate, nicely weighted 
steering; a super-sharp, closely stacked dual-clutch ’box; 
fearless brakes. Despite its race DNA the RS rides with 
amazing pliancy and grips so hard it feels like it’ll peel 
tarmac from bedrock before letting go. The RS simply goes 
exactly where you point it, even when conventional wisdom 
would suggest the car’s travelling far too fast to do so. 

Somehow the six feels a little gutless from low revs in 
this largely turbo-assisted company, but the throttle 
response, noise and the feral violence that accompanies 
every mission to the SSoorpm redline is ultimately more 
rewarding. The torque deficit and accomplished chassis 
also means that the stability systems are safety nets, not 
essential equipment; you can use all that the 911 can give 
almost all of the time. 

The Cayman, of course, is slower, but its steering also 
has less definition, and there’s a bit more vertical 


so you exploit its intrinsic balance by tip-toeing right up to 
that line then throwing in a load more steering and 
throttle. The RS’s limits are significantly higher, so to play 
with its balance you must go in hard on the brakes to shift 
some of the flat-six’s weight from the rear wheels, then 
steer and accelerate more forcefully than in the Cayman. 
The first time you feel the rear slide, and realise you’re 
dictating the angle of slip and that the RS is not going to 
bite, is just sublime. It’s playful and perfectly balanced 
and, for me, demolishes the idea that the Cayman is the 
more agile car. 

The other great grudge match here? Ferrari versus 
McLaren, of course. Since the Ferrari 438 beat the 12C in 
2011, McLaren has been busy. The 12C became the 
excellent 650 S (third in last year’s test) and now there’s the 
675LT; more focused chassis, 100kg lighter, more 
downforce, extra shove. 

Meanwhile, the engine that 
helped the 438 to victory - its 
incredible naturally-aspirated V8 
- has been pensioned off, 
replaced by the 488 GTB’s twin- 
turbo V8. 


SECOND OPINION 

RS, SV and LT - too 
much for the road? 


choppiness to the ride, probably because of the mid- 
engined car’s shorter wheelbase. The Cayman’s brake 
pedal is also very firm right from the top of its travel, 
where the RS has a fraction more give; it’s easier to 
accurately bleed off speed in the RS. 

Broach their limits and the two feel quite different. The 
Cayman has some high-speed understeer on damp roads. 


But the response of Ferrari’s 
new engine makes you question 
if there are any blowers strapped 
on at all: there’s no lag, just linear 
delivery and instant response 
and - because all yGoNm is held 
back for seventh-gear flexibility ► 



Looking to keep a 
low profile? Then 
strike these three 
from your list 


Does hardcore make for a better drive? 

The 675LT, Lamborghini SV and GT3 RS 
Porsche are all firmer, faster and more 
featherweight iterations of three of the 
world’s best supercars. 

Vast rear wings advertise enhanced 
downforce. There’s also increased 
power and, on the track-ready Porsche, 
a rollcage and a ‘pit speed’ button, crucial 
when fast-fuelling at Monza but somewhat 
less useful at your local Shell garage. 

The overt racetrack nature of the GT3 
RS is one of its many appeals, backed up 
by that 8800rpm redline (and associated 
soundtrack), lightning-fast shifts, brilliant 
brakes, feelsome and precise steering, and 
a chassis of surprising deftness. 

The SV is a surprise; far more composed 
on these challenging roads than the last 
cumbrous Aventador we sampled. The SV 
is agile, shrinking as you power on, never 
mind that the side mirrors betray Just how 
close those big rear hips are to passing 
rocks and oncoming Hyundai His. 

And the LT? It’s a car of superb agility, bril- 
liant steering and great ride. It’s the best 
car - FI and PI apart - McLaren has ever 
made. Equally, the SV is the best Aventador 
Lamborghini has ever made. Is the GT3 RS 
the best 911? I’d choose something more 
discreet but if it’s driving thrills you’re 
after, no Porsche - not even the hybrid 
918 - does it better. 

GAVIN GREEN 
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Ferrari’s famously 
fast steering is now 
meatier and better 
detailed than the 
bantamweight 458’s 


- you’re as keen as ever to chase the revs. The new 3.9 
doesn’t have the 458’s top-end scream, but the deep, bassy 
roar and whistling backing track still make you tingle, 
and the mid-range delivery simply destroys the 458’s. 
Combined with a dual-clutch gearbox that’s swifter than 
anything else here, it’s actually impossible to fall out of 
the powerband. 

The powertrain’s precision, the easy accessibility of its 
manettino dial compared with McLaren’s faf&er Active 
Dynamics Panel and the sense of control you have over the 
electronic rear diff makes this an incredibly incisive car, 
one that’s easy to push to its limits. Approach a corner, 
tweak the steering, feel the rear axle ready itself and then 
enjoy a carefree adjustability that’s more rewarding than 
the 675LT. 

First encounters can be a little off-putting though. 
Ferrari’s famously fast steering - now meatier and better 
detailed than the bantamweight 458’s - lends inertia-free 
agility but also conveys an initial nervousness; it takes 
time to dial in, and to understand that even the smallest 
inputs yield exaggerated movements. Combined with the 
massive boost surplus, you can feel reluctant to play with 
the traction on a damp road; the well-judged stability 
control becomes an essential element of its frisky 


willingness to change direction, and Fd bet novices would 
put a 488 in a field before the GT3 RS if the authorities 
decided that electronic safety systems were cheats and we 
should all man up. 

Yet this is a very accomplished supercar, and that’s with 
the 488 GTB sacrificing ultimate performance to create 
something more rounded than the McLaren. The Ferrari’s 
suspension is compliant, its cabin noise more hushed than 
the GT Porsches, the Pilot Sports 


better able to shift water than the 
McLaren’s Trofeos. 

A lighter, harder, faster 488 will be 
along to battle the 675LT in a few 
years’ time, but that seems a long 
time to let a McLaren this focused 
roam freely. Climb in and you feel 
instantly hardwired into the 675LT: 
its Pi hypercar seats are mounted 
low and put your backside closest to 
the deck, Alonso-style. The steering 
bristles with texture, and every 
exploratory nudge at the faster rack 
builds confidence in a taut, 
connected chassis. The LT is a lot 
firmer than the 650S, and while the 
compliance remains impressive, Fd 
have made Normal my Sport, with a 
softer mode beneath. 

The 3. 8 -litre twin-turbo V8 
makes a deeper growl from its 
titanium exhausts than the 650 S; 
McLaren claims only an i8kW and 
22Nm hike, but the new engine - 50 
per cent parts commonality - kicks 
with real ferocity. You still need ► 


SECOND OPINION 

Lotus Evora or 
Cayman GT4? 

Given the spectacular range of exotica, 
agreeable disagreements were inevitable. 
Odd then, that, unprompted, we were 
unanimous on just one issue: in isolation 
the Evora 400 is a rather splendid thing... 
There’s a pleasing on-paper parity to the 
only two cars here offering a six-speed 
manual transmission, though the Porsche 
is likely to easily trump the admittedly 
lighter - the steering wheel’s magnesium! 

- and more powerful Lotus on price if and 
when the Lotus lands in SA. Though the 
Evora’s chassis remains a marvel and the 
steering utterly sublime, the absorbing 
fluidity of progress they combine to elicit 
is marred by the less than wholesome gear 
change, the occasionally awkward pedals 
which, when wet, mutate into three little 
bars of soap, the all-or-nothing throttle 
response, and so little flywheel weight that, 
unless you can change up faster than the 
aforementioned are happy to allow, the 
revs drop like an anvil kicked off a cliff. 
Meanwhile the Cayman simply excels; 
beautifully linear controls, a gearchange 
sweeter than candyfloss and exquisite 
handling. 

ANTHONY FFRENCH-CONSTANT 


Degrees of violence 

How that 3339kW breaks down... 
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350orpm before things get serious but that boost tsunami 
brings its own addictive anticipation. 

Previously McLaren’s seven-speed dual-clutch gearbox 
was too tardy to drop three gears in quick succession, with 
two coming snappily while the third slurred. Now the 
changes are like finger-clicks. 

Like the S V, the McLaren presents its brake pedal to 
your left foot, and like Lamborghinis of old, McLaren’s 
carbon- ceramics were once fuzzy when you toed at the 
first few centimetres. But the LT’s brakes are exceptional; 
a little give as pads first clamp discs, then power and 
feedback even an untrained left foot like mine can 
decipher. 

Because both the Ferrari and Porsche engines have such 
linear response, and because both have locking rear diffs, 
those cars have a crisper relationship between throttle 


pedal and rear axle when tyres start to slip, and that 
brings a more satisfying sense of control, but the McLaren 
is still an incredibly interactive experience. 

The sun’s shining brightly now; standing water ebbing 
fast, the McLaren’s hardcore Trofeo tyres keying into the 
surface. I wind third past yooorpm, pull for fourth, spy a 
vestigial kick of spray round a corner and keep it pinned. 
When the road opens there’s a huge red spoiler visible 
through the dazzle and spray ahead. I close on the GT3 
RS, hear its 4.0 -litre screaming to qooorpm and wonder 
if I might just be driving this year’s winner. Then there’s 
a noise from the McLaren’s bowels, a loss of power. I pull 
over. The GT3 RS disappears into the distance. Come on 
McLaren, you can retire from every other GP but you 
can’t produce a car as exceptional as this only to fall at 
the final hurdle... ► 


I wind the LT past 
7 OOOrpm, close on the 
GTS and wonder if I might 
be driving the winner 
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Corvette 


Engine 6161cc 16v supercharged V8 > Transmission Eight- 
speed paddleshift auto, rear-wheel drive, eLSD 
> Suspension Double wishbones with transverse-mounted 
composite springs front and rear > Length/width/height 
4518/1965/1598mm > Made from Aluminium > Fuel tank 70 
litres > Official £/100km 14 > C02 322g/km 



275kW 


per tonne 


3.4sec 


299 

kph 


Ferrari 488 GTB 



Engine 3902cc 32v twin-turbocharged V8 
> Transmission Seven-speed paddleshift dual-clutch auto, rear- 
wheel drive, eLSD > Suspension Double wishbones front and 
rear > Length/width/height 4568/1952/1213mm 
> Made from Aluminium > Fuel tank 78 litres 
> Official £/100km 11.4 > C02 260g/km 


1475kg 


334kW 

per tonne 


3.0sec 


330 

kph 



Engine 6498cc 48v V12 > Transmission Seven-speed 
paddleshift auto, four-wheel drive > Suspension Double 
wishbone with horizontal pushrod front and rear > Length/ 
width/height 4835/2030/1136mm > Made from Carbonfibre 
and aluminium > Fuel tank 90 litres > Official £/100km 16 
> C02 370g/km 


1525kg* 


362kW 

per tonne* 


2.8sec 


349 

kph 


Lotus Evora 400 



Engine 3456cc 24v supercharged V6 
> Transmission Six-speed manual, rear-wheel drive, LSD 

> Suspension Double wishbones front and rear 

> Length/width/height 4385/1845/1229mm 

> Made from Aluminium > Fuel tank 60 litres 

> Official L/IOOkm 9.7 > C02 225g/km 



L J 

223kW 

per tonne 


4.2sec 


299 

kph 


McLaren 675LT 



Engine 3799cc 32v twin-turbo V8 
> Transmission Seven-speed paddleshift dual-clutch auto, 
rear-wheel drive > Suspension Double wishbones front and rear 

> Length/width/height 4546/2095/1188mm 
> Made from Carbonfibre and aluminium > Fuel tank 72 litres 
> Official L/IOOkm 11.7 > C02 275g/km 



374kW 


per tonne 


2.9sec 


330 

kph 



Engine 3982cc 32v twin-turbo V8 > Transmission Seven- 
speed paddleshift dual-clutch auto, rear-wheel drive, eLSD 

> Suspension Double wishbones front and rear 

> Length/width/height 4546/1939/1288mm 


> Made from Aluminium and steel > Fuel tank 75 litres 
> Official L/IOOkm 9.4 > C02 219g/km 


1645kg 


228kW 

per tonne 


3.8sec 


310 

kph 


Porsche Cayman GT4 



Engine 3800cc 24v flat-six > Transmission Six-speed manual, 
rear-wheel drive, LSD > Suspension MacPherson struts with 
longitudinal and transverse links front, multi-link rear 
> Length/width/height 4438/1817/1266mm 
> Made from Aluminium and steel > Fuel tank 54 litres > 
Official L/IOOkm 10.3 > C02 238g/km 


1340kg 


211kW 

per tonne 


4.4sec 


295 

kph 


Porsche 911 GTS RS 



Engine 3996cc 24v flat-six > Transmission Seven-speed 
paddleshift dual-clutch auto, rear-wheel drive, eLSD 
> Suspension MacPherson struts front, multi-link rear 

> Length/width/height 4545/1880/1291mm 

> Made from Aluminium, steel and carbonfibre 

> Fuel tank 64 litres > Official £/100km 12.7 > C02 296g/km 



246kW 


per tonne 


3.3sec 


310 

[fpJn 
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And the winner is... 

By Gavin Green 

W E ALL LIKE the car that must come 
last - this is one of those tests. The 
Corvette s NASCAR V8 growl is 
bewitching, its punch of torque 
intoxicating, and the Zo6 copes with 
narrow, undulating, pitted and gravel- 
peppered B-roads, surely the polar opposite of the wide, 
smooth blacktops for which it was bred. 

In the end, it’s just not sharp and precise enough, not 
when it’s facing opposition of this calibre. Those near-slick 
Michelins didn’t help, though they certainly boosted the 
entertainment factor. 


The reckoning 
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Conversely, the Lotus is designed for these roads. The 
Evora has the best steering here, a sublime chassis, and 
copes with the dips and turns of a secondary as easily as a 
swift deals with a thermal stream. The Evora flows over 
these roads, never fighting. The downside is the V6 
engine, void of the throttle sensitivity that the rest of the 
car deserves. Plus, that homespun style is a problem, 
especially in a car costing more than the Cayman. 

The AMG boasts the widest capability: surprisingly 
nimble over the moors, relaxed on the motorway. The 
twin-turbo engine is fabulous, the gearshift less so. I like 
sitting behind that long bonnet, hefty horsepower up 
front, but ultimately it just can’t compete for 
entertainment on the twisty stuff, not up against the best 
from Porsche and Perrari. 

The Lamborghini S V - the traditional supercar of this 
bunch - won us over with its character, and surprised us 
with its composure. We love its V 12 . We love its agility, 
which defies its two metre-plus girth. In some key areas 
though - gearshift, seats - it can’t compete. Plus the 
terrible visibility and video -game instrumentation 
undoubtedly diminish driving pleasure. 

So our top three, from bronze to gold, runs McLaren 
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675LT, Ferrari 488 GTB, Porsche 
911 GT3 RS . If value for money were 
a factor (it wasn’t), the fourth-placed 
Cayman would win. How could it 
fail, when it costs half as much as a 
GT3 and one -fifth of an Aventador? 

We all love it. But its rival Porsche, 
the GT3 RS, is faster, sharper, more 
dramatic to drive, has more 
definition to its steering and better 
modulation to its braking. 

The Ferrari is awesome, of course. 

The new turbocharged engine has 
slightly dulled the throttle sharpness 
of the old 458 and, more important, 
the linearity of the torque delivery. The flipside is that the 
turbo-inflating torque makes it easier to drive briskly, the 
power always on tap. It is a less frenzied sports car than 
the 911, more supple, less hardcore, not so immersive; 
majestically entertaining but somehow less engaging. 

Ultimately, though, it doesn’t thrill or reward quite like 
the GT3 RS, our winner. The Porsche is a track car 
boasting surprisingly civilised road manners. The throttle 
response and barely credible 8 8oorpm redline are both 
sensational, the gearshift crackerjack instant. It is, very 
possibly, the best driver’s car Porsche has ever made. 

And the 675LT? It may have won, were it not for its DNF 
- ‘a powertrain issue on a pre-production press car, and 
the result of damage sustained on a previous activity’ 
according to McLaren. To drive this driver-focused 
evolution of the 630 S is to be smitten. The LT is more 
nimble than the GT3 RS, faster and enjoys better steering, 
though its engine is less sweet, if ultimately more forceful 
at high revs. The McLaren also boasts the finest driving 
position here. The only consolation is that there is always 
a next time. E 3 


The GTS RS wins. It 
is, very possibly, 
the best driver’s 
car Porsche has 
ever made 




FIOBAVANTI 



Not as well known as many of his 
Italian designer contemporaries, 
Leonardo Fioravanti nevertheless 
penned a number of cars that today 
are considered classics, examples 
of which are worth a fortune. That 
practically all of them are Ferraris 
merely adds to the glamour and 
prestige of his work. Mike Monk 
interviewed the man during his recent 
brief visit to South Africa. 
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Icon: Leonardo Fioravanti 


Studied mechanical engineering at the Politecnico di 
Milano, specialising in aerodynamics and motor vehicle 
construction. He also started a sporadic racing career, over 
the years driving Fiats, Alfa Romeos and Lancia. At age 
26, he joined Pininfarina just prior to Sergio Pininfarina 
taking over control of the company from his father 
Battista, and concentrated his efforts on designing 
Ferraris. Together, they formed a productive and 
rewarding partnership and Leonardo became personally 
involved with il Commendatore Enzo Ferrari. Leonardo 
went on to become managing director and general 
manager of Pininfarina’s research arm, Pininfarina Studi 
e Ricerche SpA, where he supervised a number of projects. 

But before he turned his talents to Italian thoroughbreds, 
Leonardo designed a concept car based on something far 
more humble but set a standard that other designers 
would follow. Pininfarina was a design consultancy of 
BMC whose chief designer Alec Issigonis was obsessed 
with packaging. His Mini and 1100 were successes but the 
larger 1800 ‘Land Crab’, introduced in 1964, was 
aesthetically less pleasing and the business relationship 
between the two companies was already beginning to 
sour. To prove a point, in August 1967 Leonardo obtained 


NYONE WITH EVEN the slightest interest in cars will 
have at some time looked at a Ferrari and been simply 
awestruck with its looks, especially those from the 1960s 
through to the 1980s. From a designer’s perspective, to 
have been responsible for just one model from that golden 
era when supercars came of age would be considered a 
privilege, two or three would be entering dreamland, but 
to be responsible for no less than 11 is bordering on the 
surreal. Yet that is what Leonardo Fioravanti achieved 
during his 24 years at famed Italian styling house and 
coachbuilder Pininfarina. The list is mouth-watering: 
Dino 206 GT, P5 250 Berlinetta Speciale, 365 GTB/4 
Daytona, P6 Berlinetta Speciale, 365 GT/4 BB, 365 GT/4 
2+2, 308 GTB, BB 512, 288 GTO and F40, as well as 
providing aerodynamic input to the original Testarossa. 
Few others could boast such a line-up on their CV! 

Leonardo was born on 31 January 1938 and after school 



an 1800 floorpan and running gear 
and set about producing what he 
thought the car should look like. 

His university thesis was the study 
of the engine and bodywork of an 
aerodynamic six-seater saloon and 
he was fascinated with the work of Swiss-born engineer 
Dr Wunibald Kamm, whose work in reducing car 
turbulence at high speeds led to the cut-off ‘fastback’ 


o 

1968 P6 Berlinetta 
Speciale a clear 
template for Ferrari’s 
mid-engined V8 cars. 
Spot the Tom Selleck 
spec side intakes 




Kamm-tail style of car bodywork. This approach was 
incorporated into Leonardo’s 1800, which was a smooth, 
two-box Tastback’ design with a pronounced front 
overhang, the absence of a conventional grille, a 
curvaceous windscreen, headlights behind a Perspex 
cover and wraparound bumpers. The engine in the thesis 
project was one-bank of Daimler’s 2.5-litre V8, mounted 
transversely up front and inclined to the rear to keep the 
bonnet line as low as possible. Remarkably, in less than 
three months the Pininfarina Berlina Aerodinamica was 
built and presented at the Turin Motor Show in 
November, and set a styling benchmark, the principles of 
which are still evident today. It is reported that when 
BMC boss George Harriman saw the car, he said to 
Fioravanti, Tt’s fantastic, but not for us’... 


Three of Fioravanti’s finest: 
i Dino 206GT, 365GTB/4 
^ Daytona, BB512 on display 
at the Ferrari museum 



DESIGNER DELIGHT 


THE FIORAVANTI’S VISIT to 

South Africa was hosted by SEFAC, the 
SA-based Southern Equitorial Ferrari 
Automobili Club, with club president 
Giorgio Cavalieri and chairman Barry 
Simon on hand to welcome the 78-year- 
old, who was accompanied by his son, 
Luca. Together with an invited group of 
Ferrari pilote, theyjoined FMM curator 
Wayne Harley for a walk around the 
display halls, a drive of four of the cars 
designed by Leonardo (Dino 206GT, 
308GTB, 288GTO and F40), lunch and a 
cellar tour before an overnight stay at the 
museum’s guest house on L’Ormarins. The 


following day they were taken on a coastal 
tour of the Cape starting with a run over 
the Franschhoek Pass. 

The SEFAC members were all 
entertained by Leonardo’s stories, 
anecdotes and comments - some 
having the designer autograph their 
cars. While clearly enjoying their short 
business/leisure visit to the country and 
in particular the ‘beautiful days’ spent in 
the Franschhoek Valley, both Leonardo 
and Luca commented on the friendliness 
of everyone they had met and were 
highly impressed with the museum and its 
collection. 


<r 

It is cool enough to 
own a Ferrari; even 
cooler to have one 
personally signed 
by its designer 


t 

Fioravanti poses 
alongside FMM’s 
F40. Both look 
pretty pleased 


Being an engineer, Leonardo’s design philosophy begins 
with the basic mechanical architecture requirement - 
engine/powertrain location, body style (sedan, sports car, 
SUV etc), number of seats - and then applying the 
simplest, aesthetically pleasing design. In a nutshell, 
combining form and function. 

At Pininfarina, the first car Leonardo worked on was the 
Abarth 1000 for which he designed some front and rear 
aspects. His first complete design was a road-going 
version of the famous Ferrari 250 LM race car, requested 
from Pininfarina by a wealthy American customer, the 
completion of which attracted Enzo Ferrari’s approval of 
Leonardo’s work for the first time. He then moved on to 
the Dino 206 GT, working from the various concepts that 
had gone before. Following that, the P5 and P6 Ferrari 
show cars and then the Ferrari Daytona, the development 
of which holds a special place in Leonardo’s heart. 

Although the Berlina 
Aerodinamica is 
Leonardo’s favourite 
design - ‘To leave 
university and have 

this car built was 

very special to me,’ 
he says - but of his 
Ferraris, he is 
particularly 
proud of two. ► 


Pininfarina Berlina 
Aerodinamica rejected 
by British Motor 
Corporation bosses - 
too Italian, perhaps? 


Icon: Leonardo Fioravanti 



-> 

The speed, the 
looks, the fearsome 
reputation: the F40 
is supercar royalty 
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‘First, the 365 GTB Daytona because it was not in any 
programme to be built. The 275 GTB and GTB/4 were 
performing well and Ferrari management believed that 
the company needed to introduce a mid-engined road car.’ 
Leonardo’s V6-engined Dino was mid-engined but never 
marketed as a Ferrari. ‘But I had ideas for a front-engined 
car, especially to improve rear three-quarter vision and 
better headlights for fast driving at night. So, I managed 
to obtain the drawings of a 275 platform 
and running gear and unofficially set 
about designing an all-new car, which 
was done in just a week. I presented the 
sketches and drawings to Sergio Pininfarina 
and Renzo Carli (Sergio’s son-in-law}, who 
said they were nice but he thought I was 
crazy. Anyway they agreed to show them to 
il Commendatore! 

Enzo’s first reaction was that the car was 
not in the programme. But he liked what he 
saw and asked his engineers to check that 
mechanically everything was working 
correctly. His only reservation when viewing 
a full-scale model was that the car was ‘too thin’. When 
asked about this directly, Leonardo suggested widening 
the track, and after initially proposing 6mm each side, 
Enzo gave his OK to a maximum of 6cm. Leonardo 
eventually settled at 5cm and approval for production was 
given and the car was launched in 1968 to universal 
acclaim. One significant running change had to be made 
in 1971 when the original headlamp set-up, two pairs of 
lights behind acrylic covers, had to be abandoned in 
favour of a pop-up design due to safety regulations in the 
USA that outlawed headlights behind covers. Oh, and 
there was a minor public uproar when a show car for the 


288 GTO developed 
for Group B track 
racing. Series sadly 
canned, but 272 of 
these 304kph bad 
boys got out alive 


1968 Paris salon was painted in metallic red rather than 
the traditional Rosso Corsa... 

Leonardo’s second favourite Cavallino Rampante is the 
308, introduced at the 1975 Paris Motor Show and 
produced as a Berlinetta GTB and targa-top GTS. 
Through various engine upgrades, it stayed in production 
for a remarkable 18 different versions. Not only was it a 
volume seller, it formed the basis for the iconic 288 GTO, 
launched in 1984 and setting a new benchmark in 
supercar performance and generating a hierarchy in 
the species - the hypercar. 

Just how much importance does 
aerodynamics play in design? ‘It’s 
fundamental,’ says Leonardo, ‘because before, 
good aerodynamics was necessary to get the 
best speed by minimising drag and getting 
the best downforce. I applied the theory of air 
resistance to my designs and then used fluid 
dynamics and wind tunnel tests on both 
scale and full-size models to perfect the 
shape. The only car I designed with a wing 
was the F40, which was built for maximum 
speed and the ride height could be lowered to create more 





1994Sensiva 
hybrid concept 
features a 170kW 
generator, four 
in-wheel electric 
motors and 
Piezo-resistive 
elastomer tyres 


Fioravanti’s rotating glass 
roof, first shown on the Alfa 
Romeo Vola concept, was 
adopted by Ferrari for its 575 
Superamerica 


downforce. Today, good aerodynamics helps fuel 
consumption as well but we use computers and Computer 
Fluid Dynamics (CFD) to aid design.’ The F40, 
incidentally, was Leonardo’s Pinifarina/Ferarri swansong 
and was designed in answer to a personal request from il 
Commendatore to design ‘a true Ferrari’. It certainly 
returned the company to the peak of supercar stardom. 

In 1987 Leonardo accepted an offer from Enzo Ferrari 
and Fiat Auto managing director Vittorio Ghidella (Fiat 
owned 50% of Ferrari at that time) to take up the position 
of general manager at Ferrari and managing director of 
Ferrari engineering. He was promised that when Enzo 
died he would take over the running of Ferrari for Fiat. 
Enzo passed away in 1988 and later that year Ghidella 
suddenly left Fiat as a result of internal politics. As a 
consequence, in 1990 Leonardo instead became the head 
of Fiat’s design centre responsible for Fiat, Lancia and 
Alfa Romeo brands. 

A year later, Leonardo left the corporate world and 
established his own design company, Fioravanti Sri, 
initially as an architectural practice doing contractual 


‘The only car I 
designed with a wing 
was the F40... built 
for maximum speed’ 


work in Japan. But soon he began applying his expertise 
and diversified his business activities into services to the 
automotive industry, focusing in particular on transport 
and industrial design. The company began specialist 
coachbuilding after joining Ferrari’s SP (Special Projects) 
programme in 2008. It has participated in many 
international motor shows showing prototypes always 
characterised by innovative elements. Fioravanti Sri holds 
more than 30 international patents in different fields. 

Today, the still spritely Leonardo is as innovative as ever 
and maintains an active role in the family business while 
leaving the day-to-day running of the company to his two 
sons, Matteo, an architect, and Luca, an attorney. 
Leonardo and Luca recently paid a short visit to South 
Africa, during which time they spent a couple of days as 
house guests of the Franschhoek Motor Museum, where 
they both were clearly thrilled to have the opportunity to 
drive examples of some of the cars Leonardo had designed 
(see sidebar). 

Fioravanti Sri is currently very active as a design and 
engineering consultancy to the Chinese motor industry - 
Beijing Auto contracted the company in 2013 and it has a 
partner’s office based there. There are many projects in 
the pipeline (Fioravanti holds a number of futuristic 
patents) and the business continues to be innovative 
in its approach, continuing the legacy of its 
charismatic founder. His theory on ‘intelligent’ 
wheel/tyre construction is a story on its own. And 
Ferrari? Leonardo still maintains contact and 
hints that the replacement for the hybrid F150 
LaFerrari will be all-electric... E3 


Flair: there’s a 1995 
Fiat Bravo beneath 
this aerodynamic 
masterpiece. No 
really, there is 


CONCEPT CARS 


FOR MORE THAN 24 years, Fioravanti 
Sri has been responsible for a number 
of dramatic concept cars and features, 
including a rotating hardtop, which was 
eventually applied to the Ferrari 575 
Superamerica. The list of concept cars 
comprises Sensiva, a prototype hybrid 
sports car (1994), Flair, a 2+2 coupe 
based on a Fiat Bravo with air brakes 
and a Cd of 0.18 (1996), Nyce, which was 
a major study on the reduction of the 


pieces of bodywork (1996), Thalia, a 
radical hybrid-powered MPV concept 
(2007) and Flydra, an evolution of the 
already aerodynamic Thalia but devoid of 
windscreen wipers (2008). 

Other concepts were the F100 (1998), 
F100R (2000), Tris (2000), Vola (2001), 

Yak (2002), Kyte(2004), Kandahar (2005), 
LF-A/1(2005) for Lexus, Skill (2006), 
Flydra (2008), Ferrari SP1(2008) and a 
Formula 1/FormulaE proposal LF1 (2009). 


Years in 
the making, 
Lexus’s 
brilliant LFA 
supercar 
began life 
as the 2005 
LF-A concept 


Roadster 
version of 
the FI 00 
employed a 
I multi-spherical 
windscreen 
designed 
to reduce 
turbulence 
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Tesla looked to have Electric Avenue all to itself, but suddenly 
there’s heavy traffic. VW Group may have lost its diesel footing, 
but its two premium brands are alive and well - and going electric 



VEN IN THE CORRIDORS of Porsche HQ the Mission 

E concept car is known as ‘Tesla fighter’. Maybe the E 
stands as much for Elon Musk as it does for Electric. Either 
way, you’re looking at a seismic shift in impetus for the way 
premium cars are powered, and the timing could not be 
more apposite coming from the VW Group at the exact 
moment its diesel credentials have been savagely 
invalidated. Has #dieselgate inadvertently accelerated the 
evolution of the electric car? 

It’s not just Porsche - sister brand Audi is going Tesla- 
chasing too. Its E-tron Quattro concept, which went toe- 
to-toe with Mission E at the recent Erankfurt motor show. 


will go into production as the Q6. Both will go on sale in 
2018 - soon enough to rattle the teacups at Tesla Towers. 

One thing that’s immediately obvious from these pictures is 
that premium electric cars have to look sensational. The 
designers have had an absolute field day. Beaming Audi 
design chief Mark Lichte is as proud as Punch as he lifts the 
veil off the Q6. ‘This is the signature look you will find on all 
future electric vehicles by Audi,’ he tells us. ‘But this time, it’s 
the detailing that makes the difference. Check out the bespoke 
E-tron grille treatment, the five horizontal chrome bars, the 
staggered brightwork below the headlamps and the full-width 
tail-lights which will reappear on other high-end models.’ 
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Porsche and Audi go electric 




Words Georg Kj 


her Photography Steffen Jahn 


The proportions are indeed much sportier that those of the 
stately Qy. Which is no surprise since the Q6 has a loose 
genetic connection to the next Q5. Slightly longer and wider 
than its sibling, the Q6 is much lower, more coupe-like in 
profile and yet quite chunky overall. ‘The relatively small 
frontal area helps us to achieve a drag coefficient of only 0.25. 
Other contributing factors are cameras instead of door 
mirrors, three active aerodynamic elements and a controlled 
airflow through the wheel houses.’ What Lichte forgets to say 
is that the production version will look like the show car. 

Does the E-tron share its zero-emission technology with the 
Mission E? Yes and No. The lithium-ion batteries, with a 


combined capacity of 95kWh, will be provided by the same 
suppliers, LG and Samsung from Korea. But the vehicle 
concepts differ. Audi has opted for three motors and for an 
innovative combined charging system which can digest DC 
(fast) and AC (slower). The monolithic battery pack is 
integrated in the floorpan for maximum packaging efficiency 
and the lowest possible centre of gravity. Wireless charging 
will also be an option. After 50 minutes of charging there 
should be enough energy on board to cover over 500 
kilometres. In boost mode, the e-motors - one in the front, 
two in the back - muster, briefly, a combined sy^kW and 
SooNm of torque. Audi claims a o-iookph time of 4.6 ► 
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‘It’s a proper driver’s 
car. It handles like a 
sporty crossover and the 
performance is amazing’ 


Five horizontal 
chrome grille bars 
will mark out all 
future electric 
Audis 


Porsche’s suicide 
rear doors would 
indeed be suicidal, 
from a cost point 
of view 


615 litres, or 75 litres more than Q5. 

‘Despite its environment-friendliness, this is also a proper 
driver s car,’ claims Hackenberg. ‘It handles like a sporty 
crossover, it rides very well on height-adjustable air _ . 

suspension, and thanks to plenty of instant torque the 
performance is simply amazing.’ Other dynamic assets 
include big brakes with ample recuperation ability, enhanced , . 
stability thanks to rear-wheel steering and aggressive, rear- ' 
biased torque vectoring. J 

Shown at Frankfurt in thin disguise was the top-of-the-line j 
version rated at 325kW, plus on-demand boost bonus. Two ^ 
other versions, a 268kW model and a 24okW entry model at | 
will appear at launch, followed later by an RS hotshoe, which j 
is said to deliver over ^ookW. 

While Audi’s planning to hit the SUV market, Porsche is 
pitching the four-door Mission E right in the face of Tesla’s 
Model S sedan. ‘We have not yet signed off this project,’ ' ; 

states Porsche chief Matthias Muller - who, since we spoke, ' " 
has been diverted to the modest challenge of running 
wounded Volkswagen in the wake of #dieselgate. ‘But when ; 
our company presents a show car, it typically reappears at - 

dealerships a few vears later.’ 


seconds and an electronically limited top speed of 2iokph. 

Although it is linked to the next Q5 built in Mexico, the 
home of the Q6 is Brussels. In the former VW factory, Audi 
plans to install a bespoke assembly line which can eventually 
handle up to 45000 vehicles per year. The Q5 matrix, dubbed 
MLB super evo, will need to be modified to make room for 
the energy cells and the electric motors. It makes you wonder 
why the brand’s first battery electric vehicle is an SUV and 
not a low-drag saloon. I asked that question of Ulrich 
Hackenberg, who until very recently was board member in 
charge of r&d. ‘Because of the strong impact this bodystyle 
has on the market,’ he said. ‘By certifying the vehicle as SUV 
in North America, we generate a healthy volume base.’ The 
design is unlikely to change much before production starts in 
March 2018, but there will be quite a few minor adjustments 

- such as smaller wheels than the 22-inchers shown here, 
LED headlamps (not lasers), a motorised rear diffuser and 
roof spoiler, a less radical cockpit layout (minus the curved 
OLED display) and a new ergonomic concept derived from 
the next A8. 

‘We could have developed a bespoke architecture for the 
Q6, but this would have required a much bigger budget while 
barely boosting sales because of the higher price,’ 

Hackenberg tells us. ‘That’s why we settled for a derivative 
concept which is flexible, relatively affordable and easier to 
put together.’ For easy repair and maintenance, the batteries 

- cylindrical pouches bundled in groups, then stuffed in 
boxes - sit in a readily accessible underfloor drawer. Although 
the cells are allegedly state-of-the-art, the entire assembly 
weighs a massive 650kg, making even the lightest Q6 a 2.2 

* , tonne behemoth. A fully equipped top-spec model weighs up 
^ ; to 2.5 tchnes. On the plus side the cargo volume is not 
7 comprc^ised by the demands of packaging, remaining at 


Dramatic single- 
piece tail light will 
make the cut for 
production 
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Porsche and Audi go electric 



1. Main instruments dispiay 
five readouts: Connectivity, 
Performance, Drive, Energy, 
Sport Chrono 
2. Touch, zoom and swipe 
functions on central pad 

3. Rear PMSM motor deiivers 
66 per cent of the drive 

4. Battery packs set low for best 

centre of gravity 

5. Front motor drives wheeis 
and recovers brake energy 


INSIDE PORSCHE’S MISSION E 


On the face of it the iayout 
is beautifuiiy simpie and 
adheres to the sacred 
Porsche principie of 
sweet baiance. There are 
two permanent magnet 
synchronous motors, one 
driving the front axie and 
one the rear, and as you’d 
expect of Porsche the bias 
is heaviiy towards the 
rear, in fact, two-thirds of 
the drivetrain’s combined 
output of 448kW is directed 
to the rear axie. 

The eiectric motors, which 
aiso recover braking energy, 
are simiiar to those used 
on the Le Mans-winning 919, 
though this is their first 
iteration on a road car. 

The drivetrain gives 
that typicai EV character 
of singie-gear instant 


acceieration (O-IOOkph in 
3.5sec) courtesy of lOOONm 
of torque 

Mission E is powered by an 
800V propuision system (way 
too juicy for the current 
charging network) which 
wouid aiiow an 80 per cent 
recharge in 15 minutes. The 
battery packs are iocated 
underneath the fioor, 
distributed front and rear, 
but with a gap Just behind 
the front seats to create a 
iegroom ‘trench’ for back- 
seat passengers. This aiiows 
decent rear headroom from 
a car with a swooping rear 
roofiine that actuaiiy sits 
3mmiowerthana911. 

The cockpit features aii the 
giass screens you can eat 
pius sci-fi spec ‘Eye contact’ 
reactive tech. 
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INSIDE AUDI’S Q6 E-TRON QUATTRO 


1. Central controller shuffles two gears - forward and reverse 

2. Front motor drives front wheels and recovers brake energy 

3. Battery pack part of the structure - also easy to access 

4. Rear motors help achieve rear-bias. Rear wheels also steer 

5. Instruments via organic light emitting diodes. Way ahead! 


battery pack Is Integrated 
Into the floorpan to add 
structural rigidity, and Is 
packed In an underfloor 
drawer so It can be easily 
accessed. The cells may 
be clean, but they add a 
frightening 650kg to the 
kerbwelght, making the 06 a 
2.2-tonne porker. 

Like the Porsche, the 06 
gives a hot-off-the-llne, one- 
gear launchfest, but 0-100 
In 4.6sec Isn’t quite as sharp 
as Mission E. Top speed Is 
limited to 210kph. 

Concept features radical 
OLED Instruments, but they 
won’t make production yet 


* 


Audi goes one better than 
Porsche with three electric 
motors - one at the front, 
two at the back - together 
producing 375kW and SOONm 
of torque. The llthlum-lon 
batteries offer a combined 
capacity of 95kWh and, like 
those In the Porsche, are 
made In Korea by LG and 
Samsung. 

The 06 has an Innovative 
combined charging system 
which allows for quick 
charge (DC) or slow charge 
(AC). It’ll take around 50 
minutes to pack enough 
energy to offer 500km of 
zero-emissions range. The 



^«“epulsion system, the Mission E - alternatively codenamed 
Pajun and Ji - is a strikingly beautiful piece of kit designed 
by Michael Mauer. A crouching 1300mm low (a 911 is taller 
- at 1303mm}, 1999mm wide (911 is 1808mm) and 4850mm 
long, the most extreme four-door Porsche ever sits on a 
generous 2890mm wheelbase. This generosity is owed to the 
bonsai drivetrain which takes up so little space that the 
plug-in coupe has a second boot in the front, 911-style. 

Mission E has a claimed aggregate power output of 
448kW, split at 33%/66% between the axles. United torque is 
in excess of loooNm, which should be plenty to rush the four- 
seater from o-iookph in under 3.5sec. The o-2ookph 
acceleration time is in the area of i2sec, while top speed is 
governed at 2ookph. Did we hear you say ‘so what?’ After all, 
the most potent Tesla is a good match in Ludicrous Mode 
(0-100 in 2.8sec, 250 v-max). ‘True,’ admits project leader 
Stefan Weckbach. ‘But our main emphasis is on repeat 
performance. The catchword is “reproducibility”. Which is 
another way of saying that we won’t tolerate the slightest 
degradation. Our car will accept and master the stopwatch 
challenge, time after time. Without losing its urge, slowing 
down, running out of stamina, struggling to meet the range 
expectations. This promise can be redeemed at random on 
country roads, the autobahn and even on the race track.’ 

The key to these ambitious goals is an innovative 800V 
propulsion system. Hooked up to the mains, the batteries - a 
joint venture with Audi - take only 15 minutes to recover 80 


f 

per cent of their energy. Sounds intriguing, almost 
revolutionary. So why hasn’t the competition thought of a 
similar solution? Because right now an 800V charge network 
exists only on paper. How is Porsche going to jump this 
hurdle? ‘We are talking to politicians, to other brands, to 
specialist suppliers like ABB and Siemens,’ says Muller. ‘So 
far, however, progress has been frustratingly slow. There 
exists a plan to equip 50 autobahn filling stations with charge 
points, and yet I am sceptical because the proposed system is 
basic, slow and inadequate. True, our car could alternatively 
also be fed through a 400V wall box, but this would at least 
double the charge time. While cordless inductive charging is 
another option, setting up our own infrastructure the way 
Tesla does won’t enter the equation. In my view, we must pull 
together to make this work.’ 

The cutaway drawing of the Mission E looks remarkably 
like a Model S. No surprise - both vehicles use a similar 
layout featuring an underfloor power pack with a pair of 
small electric motors at each end driving all four wheels. To 
warrant a low seating position and a fast dropping roofline, 
Porsche invented the so-called foot garage, which forms a 
convenient transverse trench for rear-seat passengers. Despite 
the compact dimensions, the cabin is airy and spacious. 

Every occupant has a captain’s chair, and there is no 
transmission tunnel dividing friends or family. With no 
propshaft to be stowed away and no engine to intrude, the 
new dashboard is much slimmer, and the fat centre stack has 




rf:' 

Audi is also 
considering a two- 
door coupe version 
to ‘out-sport’ X6 
and Cayenne 
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The best news 
is they’re still 
intended to be 
great to drive. Too 
good to be true? 
Hope not 

V 




been replaced by a narrow flybridge. 

The biggest of the three displays is the curved main 
instrument panel which shows five animated circular read- 
outs (Connectivity, Performance, Drive, Energy, Sport 
Chrono). Those who love to touch, zoom and swipe are 
invited to use the tablet-size control pad positioned north of 
the gear selector, again evoking shades of Model S. Across the 
entire width of the passenger-side facia, a holographic 
monitor offers a selection of apps on a video conveyor belt. 
There is even more fresh digi stuff, such as a surprisingly 
intuitive multi-functional steering-wheel, the next iteration of 
gesture control and a new technology named eye contact. 

This employs a small camera which follows the eyes of the 
driver, even when he leans back or looks down. By also 
monitoring posture and seating position, the system 
automatically adjusts the main dials to match your field of 
vision. Unlike most other concept cars. Mission E isn’t 
interested in autonomous driving. In a Porsche the driver 
wants to be in charge,’ says Muller. ‘That’s why sports cars 
which do their own thing are not a high priority’ 

Every design exercise has at least one eye-catcher; in the 
Mission E’s case it’s rear suicide doors. They look cute, and 
they work, but they also add weight, cost and complexity. 
Without B-posts, extensive reinforcements would be required 
to meet side-impact standards. Definitely shortlisted for 
production are the trademark four-beam headlamps, the 
filigree single-piece tail light and the La Eerrari-inspired 
doors which cut deep into the sills. 

Unlike many rivals, Porsche has rejected the popular 
asynchronous electric motor in favour of permanent-field 
machines also known as PSM. Stefan Weckbach explains 
why. ‘The PSM technology costs twice as much, but it is 20 to 
30 per cent lighter, and it heats up later and to a lesser degree. 
Together with the 800V system, PSM reliably prevents an 


E isn’t interested 
in autonomous driving, 
‘in a Porsche the driver . 
wants to be in chaise’ 




TESLA: WE PLANNED TO 
START THIS EV WAR 

Elon Musk, Tesla’s founder, doesn’t greet competition 
with dismay. Far from it, he’s an evangelist. ‘Hopefully 
in 2020, global EVs would be at least a few million a 
year,’ he tells TopCar. ‘I’ve said Tesla wants to be past 
500000 cars annually by then. I hope we succeed. 
Then I’m sure there’ll be increased activity by the car 
makers. Tesla’s mission is to accelerate the advent of 
sustainable transport; hopefully the whole industry 
goes electric. I think the whole industry will go fully 
electric in the long run, whether Tesla was here or 
not. The fundamental of Tesla will be measured by 
\what degree we accelerate that transition. There’ll 
be the vehicles we make ourselves, but the 
vehicles we effectively induce others to 
make will have a far 
bigger effect.’ 


early loss of power and is therefore vital to ensure the 
promised range.’ Another key feature is active thermo 
management. Mission E entertains several cooling circuits to 
protect batteries, performance electronics and electric motors. 
When stationary, fans must cool down the most critical 
items. On the road, the active aero kit automatically channels 
the airflow through, past, over and under the vehicle. 

Keeping temperatures at a healthy level is essential for the 
longevity of the drivetrain and for that critical 
‘reproducibility’. Since batteries and software age fast, regular 
over-the-air updates are a must. What about the hardware, 
though? ‘We looked at the battery swap principle proposed 
by Better Place,’ recalls Muller. ‘But in our case it does not 
make much sense to exchange discharged cells for full ones. 
Instead, we must find a solution to replace outdated or no 
longer functioning batteries quickly and economically.’ 

Better coordination and tighter budgets might have helped 
Audi and Porsche pool their BE V efforts. But with the Not 
Invented Here banner flying high in Ingolstadt and Weissach, 
there is very little tangible overlap between the two projects. 
This may change once the new VW top management beds in. 
In the wake of the Erankfurt Show, the plan was to build the 
Porsche in an existing German facility, most likely in 
Zuffenhausen. While Audi has increased its Q6 volume target 
from 30000 to 45000 units, Porsche has doubled its BEV sales 
projection from 10000 to 20000 cars minimum. A highly 
significant commitment to an automotive future which - 
#dieselgate notwithstanding - is changing before our eyes, tc 
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TECH KNOW. 


TECH KNOW. 

The innovations transforming our driving worid 


Hydrogen fuel-cells: 
time for take off? 

Toyota and Hyundai are both launching fuel-cell cars in Europe. This is a 
big deal, something which can’t yet be said of the refuelling network 


H ydrogen-fuelled cars have been 

years away from production for years. But 
could these zero-emissions electric 
vehicles - fuelled by earth’s most 
abundant element, emitting nothing but water from 
their exhausts - finally be on the cusp of a long- 
overdue breakthrough? With the hydrogen fuel-cell 
Toyota Mirai and Hyundai ix35 now available in 
Europe, and certain governments pledging money for 
refuelling stations, the latest developments are positive. 

Toyota chief engineer Yoshikazu Tanaka is 
cautiously optimistic. ‘We’ve been studying fuel-cells 
since 1992, and there are many advantages: it takes a 
similar time to petrol to refuel, hydrogen has seven 
times the power of a lithium-ion battery in battery- 
electric vehicles, with zero emissions and a long 
driving range.’ 

But limited refuelling stations makes leasing a fuel- 
cell a leap of faith - the Mirai family saloon costs as 
much as an Audi A8 in Europe - with low volumes 
and sky-high development costs to blame. ‘The Mirai 
has 370 individual fuel-cells with a thickness of 
1.34mm arranged in a fuel-cell stack,’ explains 
Tanaka-san. ‘The stack is compact, high power and 
highly efficient, but its complexity presents a 
challenge to make the thousands of units required for 
the Mirai, let alone truly mass-produced volumes.’ 

Streamlining production and adding bodystyles 
like SUVs will boost the economies of scale, and 
Toyota and BMW are collaborating to generate 
further synergies. BMW powertrain engineer 
Matthias Klietz - the man behind a 5 Series GT fuel- 
cell concept - explains the logic: ‘Our objective is to 
' accelerate development, share expertise and cut costs; 
fuel-cells will eventually be cheaper than battery- 



electric cars.’ 

Toyota foresees a mixed portfolio: BEVs to provide 
‘personal mobility’ in cities, with hydrogen fuel-cells 
best suited to larger cars and longer trips; the Mirai 
has a range of over 640km, far greater than the 
i6o-or-so kilometres typical of most BEVs. Hybrids 
and plug-ins cover the middleground with fossil-fuel 
comfort blankets. 

Refuelling infrastructure remains the biggest 
hurdle. Hydrogen corridors are being developed and 
planned across Europe, the US and Asia: Germany’s 
50 existing refuelling stations should balloon to 400 
by 2023; Japan’s network is planned to grow from 
today’s 100 stations to 800 in 2023. 

But even early-adopting California - along 
with Japan, the only other market to offer 
Honda’s ECX fuel-cell trial in 2007 - has 
only 10 stations. The UK government’s 
£6.6 million (+/- Ri32m} pledge will create 
just seven new stations, for a total of 12 
nationwide; there are more than 8000 
petrol stations. 

‘Even though the tech is there, you need 
co-operation between governments, car 
companies and fuel companies, ‘ says Tanaka. 

‘In future, car companies may play a larger 
role; it’s moving that way in Japan.’ 

Toyota plans to increase production of the 
Mirai from 700 units in 2015 to 3000 by 2017, 
and Tanaka tentatively hopes to see a ten-fold increase 
to 7000 units by 2020. By then, partner BMW is 
aiming to have ‘production-ready components’. The 
ball might be rolling 
momentum nonetheless. 

BEN BARRY 
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W Large air intakes at the 
f front of the Mirai channel ^ 
oxygen into the fuel-cell stack. 1 
When the hydrogen and oxygen 
meet, a catalyst prompts a 
chemical reaction that produces 
electricity, heat and water. The 
electricity is used to drive the car’s 
115kW electric motor, while the l 
L harmless water vapour is A 
emitted from the Mirai’s 
exhaust pipe 


Hydrogen is pumped 
into the Mirai at a 
service station, in 
much the same way 
- and taking a similar 
length of time - as 
k filling a petrol car^ 


Oxygen 
from 
the air 


Hydrogen 
fuel (H2) 


Catalysts 


Air and 

water 

vapour 


Anode 


Proton exchange Cathode 
membrane 


rear battery provides extraX 
assistance to the electric motor 
under harder acceleration. At 
very low speeds the battery can 
also provide the sole source 
of power to the electric motor, 
eliminating hydrogen use. When 
the driver brakes or coasts, 
\the Mirai captures the wasted/ 
energy to recharge /A 
the battery y^^A 


Hydrogen is stored in 
those yellow fuel tanks 
at 700 bar. Made of 
light carbonfibre, an 
inner layer of polyamide 
resin resists hydrogen 
permeation. Gas is sent 
forward to the fuel-cell 
stack , 
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TECH KNOW. 



How to train your Fusion 

Ford sends its mid-size Fusion to 
the gym; it returns weighing no 
more than a Fiesta 





Battery and drivetrain 


Swapping a 1 .6-litre 4cyl petrol engine 
for an optimised version of Ford’s 1 .0-litre 
^ Ecoboost triple results in a 73 kg mass 
reduction despite the retention of a 
6-speed automatic transmission. A 
Lithium-ion battery allied to a lighter 
electrical wiring loom helps to 
reduce mass by almost 5kg 


Carbonfibre parts 

Switching to a composite seat 
structure comprising 40% 
chopped carbon and Nylon saves 
800g per seat (3.8kg) over the 
current car’s steel design which 
weighs 4.6kg. 

Using the same carbon/Nylon 
composite for the dashboard, 
cross beam and instrument panel 
not only saves 5.2kg but also cuts 
the component count from 71 to 
just 21 parts 


IN THE CURRENT scenario of ever-larger cars being 
stuffed full of weighty driver aids, safety kit, and convenience 
features, downsizing engines while maintaining performance 
levels has its limitations. Inserting a 1.0-litre three-cylinder 
turbo motor into a Fiesta works very well, it even copes when 
asked to pull the larger Focus around, but expecting it to 
power a 1 .6-tonne Fusion without reducing performance to 
that of a tranquilised elephant is asking too much. Still, the 
potential reduction in emissions and fuel efficiency gains 
is hard to ignore. But to make it work Ford and its research 
partners reckoned they’d need to cut the Fusion’s mass by 
around 25 per cent. The result is concept MMLV - Ford’s 
1195kg Multi Material Lightweight Vehicle... 


Suspension 


Front springs made from 
a glassfibre composite 
material weigh less 
than half the regular 
steel items, saving 
1.6kg per spring. 
Titanium is used 


for the two hollow 
springs at the rear 
for a total reduction 


of 4.6kg. Hollow steel 
stabiliser bars save 
another 3.8kg 


Rims and tyres 


Body-in-white 

The so-called body-in-white 
monocoque structure of a 201 3 
production Fusion weighs 
326kg in total. This was 
reengineered for MMLV 
incorporating new joining 
technologies and a mix of 
materials to shave 76kg, 
all without reducing 
crash performance 
safety. Chemically 
toughened laminated glass 
is used for the windshield 


Replacing a production Fusion’s 18x7.5J 
alloys with taller, thinner 19x5J wheels 
made from carbonfibre saves a massive 
4.5kg per wheel. These are then shod 
with narrow, 155/70 R1 9 tyres which while 
obviously less grippy also save another 
14.4kg overall 


and door glazing cutting 
10.6kg while a polycarbonate 
rear window cuts a further 3.3kg 
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C^os 


Upstairs to rain down, well, rain on Berlin 
for the launch. All to no use - our pre- 
made lenses stayed in Joburg, victim of 
postal peculiarities, so ironically it was 
only back home that they were put to 
the test. 

In low light they’re mightily impressive, 
absolutely the business, dramatically 
cutting both glare and reflection. And the 
platinum coating on the reverse side of the 
glasses helps with glare from vehicle lights 
behind. As a pair of general specs they are 
less successful, but that may be simply a 
case of getting used to progressive - read 
- multifocal - lenses. Certainly the 
increased/decreased far- and near-sighted 
aspects are challenging. Early days. 

Zeiss Drive Safe lenses will be available 
from selected optometrists from January. 
For more detailed information go to 
www.zeiss.co.za/vision 


Glaringly obvious 


Zeiss, makers of premium binoculars, moon-landing 
cameras and other sexy lenses has entered the world 
of night driving. Peter Frost went to Berlin to see 
what the fuss is all about 


the visible spectrum - in the blue range 
- while still ensuring maximum ability to 
see the surrounding environment (that 
blue girl). At the same time the coating 
helps reorganise how light is perceived by 
the eye, much like a polarised lens, which 
makes for better night vision. 

The real work however was done with the 
lens design itself Zeiss commissioned a 
study to see how we use our eyes when 
driving, took the data and shaped the lens 
accordingly. So it is that the Drive Safe 
progressive lens incorporates a 43% larger 
mid- distance zone for easy focus 
switching between dashboard and mirrors 
and a 14% larger far-distance vision zone 
for a wider view of the road. 

Put the two innovations together and they 
add up to good news for night-time 
drivers. But Zeiss engineers were at pains 
to point out that the glasses are for general 
use too, meaning they can be used as 
everyday specs, rather than a specialist 
pair you keep in your car. 

So to the litmus test - do they work? Zeiss 
came up with all manner of crazy fun 
ways of demonstrating Drive Safe’s 
abilities in low light and reduced visibility 
situations. Skidpans, go-karting, it seemed 
they even managed a chat with the man 


Zeiss iProfiler 
reads each eye, 
produces minutely 
accurate lenses. 
DriveSafe coating 
reduces glare 


I ’M SITTING IN a dark room 
with a stern looking German 
engineer suggesting I look 
directly at a bright light coming 
out of what looks like a sound 
booth. It’s dazzling. Obviously. 
He hands me a pair of yellow 
lenses and asks me to look 
again. It’s nothing like as 
dazzling this time, but 
worryingly, the little girl who was 
standing next to the bright light has 
disappeared completely. She’d been blue. 
The yellow lenses were of course 
traditional driving specs. They work to 
filter out the blue spectrum of light, which 
is where glare is located. Problem is, some 
blue light is useful. And most new LED 
headlights are blue-spectrum rich. So 
what to do? 

Zeiss, German manufacturer of precision 
lenses and laser technology has come up 
with what it calls DriveSafe, a package 
that is useable on prescription spectacles. 
So how does it work? In a nutshell, with a 
new lens coating and a new lens design. 
Zeiss-folk are understandably tight-lipped 
about the make-up of the actual coating 
(they’d have to kill me if I told you), but 
the basic principle is to reduce a portion of 
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pouch, and an ‘Organ Donor’ ID tag. 

R255 

www.yuppiegadgets.com 


For the discerning 
petrolhead 

Gadgets, gizmos, apps and more. 

By Chris Wall 

DO CHICKS DIG YOUR CARPI 


KNIGHT RIDER CAR MUG 

Michael Knight was simply the 
supporting actor in the Knight Rider 
series. An ‘82 Pontiac Trans-Am 
called K.l.T.T was the star of the show, 
and yeah, chicks loved him. If you 
loved the series, chances are you also 
have a wicked ride now which means 
you must have one of these officially 
licenced ‘Chicks dig my car’ coffee 
mugs. 

£4.80 (+/-R100) 
www.amazon.co.uk 


KEEP YOUR FOOD I 
TO YOURSE LF | 

EMT LUNCH BAG 

Do you lose your lunch in roadblocks 
or to carpool people? Solve the 
problem with this EMT lunch bag. 

In this case EMT doesn’t stand for 
Emergency Medical Transport 
but Emergency Meal Transport. 
Each bag has a foam-insulated 
waterproof lining, a mesh interior 


TIMELESS FASHION 
ACCESSORIES 

DELOREAN CUFFLINKS 

Travelling in time is still a thing of the future, 
but until it’s invented you can pay super 
geeky homage to the coolest time travel 
movie made to date. Doc and Marty would 
be impressed with these officially 
licenced DeLorean Time Machine cufflinks - 
sure to spruce up any suit. 

£10 (+/-R210) 

www.truffleshufrie.co.uk 
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FLAT BATTERIES BE GONE 


POWERTRAVELLER 


STARTM0NKEY400 

The Startmonkey400 is a compact, 
jump-start system that really 
works. By delivering a 12-Volt kick 
at 400 Amps it is capable of jump- 
starting cars with 12V batteries up 
to 1200A. Clever little thing! 

Also available in Startmonkey200 
(200 Amp), as pictured. 

R3500 

www.mantality.co.za 


BEST SCALEGTRIX ON THE PLANET 
PORSCHE 917 LE MANS RACEWAY 



The coolest things are usually reserved for the uber-rich, like this 
full-sized Porsche 917 race replica. It doesn’t drive, oh no, it opens up to 
reveal a working, immaculately detailed, 1:32-scale Le Mans wooden slot 
car track. It also features race-worn GT prototype tyres on aluminium 
3-piece rims and working lights along with 12 limited-edition slot cars. 
$125000 (+/-R1.7m) 
www.hammacher.com 



WATCH RACING IN COMFORT [ 


HAMMAKA HAMMOCK CHAIRS 

The viewing areas at race tracks and drag strips are 
almost always uneven, which makes your portable 
chairs uncomfortable at best and your great parking 
spot pretty pointless. The Hammaka Trailer Hitch and 
Cradle Chair Combo mounts on your tow bar allowing 
you the most comfortable live event seat possible. 
Even fishing trips will be forever transformed. 

$280 (+/-R3760) 
www.hammaka.com 
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55oNm and five seats versus 
the Qy’s i83kW, 6ooNm and 
seven pews. The Qy has also 
been heavily optioned with 
LED Matrix headlights, adaptive air 
suspension, Audi’s clever virtual cockpit 
and such, pushing the price tag to 
Ri 146 800. That’s a lot of money for a 
car still bereft of seat warmers, which are 
standard on my R822 500 Touareg. Bargain! 
Win some. Lose some. 

It has otherwise been a good month 
with the handsome Touareg. It still has 
far too many vowels in its name and 
the fuel consumption hasn’t exactly 
plummeted but then we’re still early in 
the game so a drop from 11.9^ /100km 
to 11.4^ /100km will have to suffice. 

Not quite the miserly claimed figure of 
7.2f /100km, but if it’s printed in the 
manual then it must be true. Tongue. 

Cheek. 

0@Calvin_Fisher 


Ups/downs 


© Great spec levels means it’s good value 
© Induces a fair amount of rubber-necking ^ 
The TDI badge on its bum has become a bit of a 
swear word © Come on consumption. . . 


LOGBOOK VW TOUAREG LUXURY 3.0 
V6TDI4MOTION R-LINE 

> Odo reading start/now1204/2816km 

> Distance covered 1612knn 

> Fuei consumed 183.86f 

> Average fuei consumption 11.4f /lOOkm 

> Service intervai 15000km 

> Service cost Covered by 5-year/100 000km 
service plan 

> Totai fuei cost R2120.24 

> Running cost1.31c/km 


YES I drive a 
Volkswagen. Yes it 
has a diesel engine, 
and no it isn’t 
singlehandedly 
ripping a hole 
through the ozone 
layer. Okay, what Volkswagen did was 
dishonest and just plain wrong, but if it’s all 
the same to you I’d like to move on. And no. 
I’m not trying to gloss over the issue simply 
because I didn’t have to pay for my Touareg, 
in fact our resident Citroen driver has 
decided to use his soapbox to extol the 
virtues of the humble petrol car over my 
dirty diesel. Instead, I’d like to talk about the 
car on page 52, the Audi Qy rocking the 
same BlueMotion 3.0 V6 TDI as my 
Touareg. Now it’s worth noting that this is 
not the same ‘defeat device’ engine currently 
in the crosshairs of um... everyone. The key 
differences between my steely beast and the 
Ingolstadt panzer are that mine has i8okW, 


MONTH 2 

VW TOUAREG 
LUXURY 3.0 V6 
TDI 4M0TI0N 
R-LINE 
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Family values 

Wheels maketh the car, and the 
Mazda’s are the bonnb. Mostly. 

By Peter Frost 

MONTH 4 

MAZDA6 2.2DE DYNAMIC 

WHEELS HAVE a lot to do with a car’s 
overall aesthetic - midget tyres in a vast 
wheel arch can make even a decent car look 
ludicrous (witness a Prius with those 
laughably tiny R15S). So the Mazda’s 19- 
inch beauties are the business, handsome to 
a fault. There’s a price to pay though; large 
wheels, harsh ride. It’s the bugbear of many 
a contemporary car. The Mazda’s significant 
number is 45 - the tyre’s sidewall height 
expressed as a percentage of its width. As a 
general rule of thumb, the bigger this 
number, the more comfortable the ride. To 
put the Mazda’s 45 in context, the ball- 
busting, spine shattering, ego scream 
known as the Honda Civic Type R has 35 
profile sidewalls, painted on, as the boys in 


Beauty and 
the ruffian 

Wayne Batty laments car 
makers’ sometimes frustrating 
engine-transmission combo 
choices. And there’s something 
about his Clio in there as well 

MONTH 3 

RENAULT GUO GT-LINE 

HOW OFTEN do you peruse the cheaper 
sections of the GBU model listings and say, I 
wish I could get that model’s diesel engine 
with this one’s six-speed auto, or this petrol 
with that manual? Excluding obvious cost 
implications, why is it we can’t always get the 
model iterations we want? Renault’s a prime 
example, releasing the RenaultSport Clio in 
unconvincing dual-clutch-only guise. It 
followed that up by teasing us with a 
delightful 1.2-litre turbo in a Captur, 
hamstrung by that same drive-numbing 
dual-clutch tranny. Naturally you can get a 
manual Captur, but only with the short-on- 
oomph 0.9 -litre motor, a combo we’re quite 
accustomed to in our long-term Clio. 

Now I hear there’s a 1.2-litre Clio launching 
soon. Surely a perfect riposte to VW’s 1.2TSI 
Polo? Alas, it too will be saddled with a dual- 
clutch ’box leaving the little German to carry 
on largely unopposed. It’s a real shame as the 


the office like to say. So yes, Mazda’s 
(optional) 45s are great for handling and 
directional stability, but not so hot for 
ride comfort. 

To test the difference, we popped into 
Mazda Paarden Island in Cape Town and 
took a base model Mazda6 Active for a drive 
around the proverbial block. Big block. An 
hour later we were left with the distinct 
impression that if you can only afford the 
base model, no hardship - in fact it might 
be a blessing; the Active is significantly 
more comfortable, thanks to the 55 profile, 
17 -inch tyres, and handling is only 
perceptibly less impressive. The only 
downside then would be the fact that the 
beautiful 2.2-litre diesel is missing, an 
engine that deserves a medal, if not a 
standing ovation. There’s nothing wrong 
with the workmanlike 2-litre petrol unit in 
the Active, but it’s not special in the way the 
diesel is. Overtaking? Pffft. Economy? 

Smell of an oil rag. Smoothness? Like 
molten lava over a Hawaiian landscape. 
Ultimately worth the lumpy ride. 

O@pefrost 


Ups/downs 


O still a real beauty ^ feeling the harsh ride 
from those large wheels 



LOGBOOK MAZDA6 2.2DE DYNAMIC 

> Odo reading start/now 60knn/6113knn 

> Distance covered 6053knn 

> Fuei consumed 521£ 

> Average fuei consumption 8.6/GOOknn 

> Service intervai ISOOOkm > Service cost 
Covered by 3-year/unlinnited km service plan 

> Totai Fuei cost R5497.71 

> Running cost 91c/km 



Clio is without doubt the best looking B- 
segmenter of all. Three years after its debut, 
and three months parked on my driveway 
have done nothing to diminish its head- 
turning visual charm. I often catch myself 
staring at other Clio 4s out on the road as if 
they were concepts at a motor show. Yet just 
like a gorgeous Mediterranean girl with a 
cockney accent, the Clio is a little short on 
refinement. I’m exaggerating a bit, but the 
three cylinder seems to be getting rowdier by 
the day while also trying to vibrate free from 
its engine mounts. There’s even an aspect of 
driveline whine creeping in that makes 
congested inner city travel an ear ache. Add to 


that a clutch that arrived with more than 
6000 testing kilometres on its odo (at the 
hands of merciless journos) and you have a 
car that could do with a lick of mechanical 
polish. I’d still take the manual though. 
C’mon Renault, give us a 1.2-litre bolted to a 
slick and precise six-speeder. Please. 


LOGBOOK RENAULT CLIO GT-LINE 

> Odo reading start/now 6155/9 351km 

> Distance covered 3196km > Fuel consumed 
226.18t > Average fuel consumption 7.08£/100km 

> Service interval 1-year/15 000km 

> Service cost Covered by 3-year/45 000km service 
plan > Total Fuel cost | R2 867.40 

> Running cost 1 90c/km 
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WITH #DIESELGATE dominating the 
automotive news out of Europe and the fallout 
showing no sign of slowing for Volkswagen 
Group and its management (see page 14), I 
thought it topical to dedicate this month’s long- 
term update to the fuel economy of my 
little Cactus. About halfway through its test period and halfway 
to its first service, the corking turbocharged three-cylinder . 

engine should be nicely run in at 7777km, so it’s a perfect time to I 
reflect on its real world fuel economy figures. I 

I, just like many of you, wonder how manufacturers get to the I 
wildly optimistic claimed fuel consumption figures. Citroen, for I 


instance, says its Cactus 1.2 e-THP will average 4.7^ /100km; so why 
is my consumption closer to 6.of /100km? That’s still a commendable 
figure but am I driving all wrong? Should I take to Twitter and 
complain to the manufacturer? 

Well, as I’m sure you’re all aware after the Volkswagen defeat device 
debacle, the figure is achieved in a controlled 
laboratory environment on a rolling road. It’s not 
meant to reflect what you’ll actually achieve but 
provides a comparable point of reference for all 
vehicles. Under the prescribed test conditions, a Ford 
Fiesta 1.0 Ecoboost Powershift consumes 
4.9^ /100km - a little more than the Cactus. So it 
stands to reason it’ll use a little more on the road 
versus the Cactus as well. 

I’ve long since questioned the point in that. If 
you’re going to go to the trouble of doing a test, why 
not make it a realistic one? The test as it stands today 
consists of a 4km ‘urban cycle’ with vehicle stops and 
starts, reaching a max speed of ^okph and an 
average speed of lokph. The 7km ‘extra urban cycle’ 
is conducted at an average speed of 63kph, allowing 
the car to touch iiokph briefly. This is hardly a real- 
world test. I’m sure you’ll agree. But it’s also rendered 
totally irrelevant, now that Volkswagen has been 
caught cheating on the test. 

Thankfully we can bring forth some real-world test 
results for the C4 Cactus; which while immediately 


MONTH 5 
CITROEN G4 
CACTUS 
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OUR CARS 



©Fuss free relevant to the 
fitment from handful of 
Thule in CT 


Ups/downs 

O Maximum 
brownie points for 
eco... 

^ ... we’ll never 
match the official 
consumption figure 


owners out 

there, may also point a 
light onto wider real- 
■ world fuel 

consumption truths. 
All commutes to work 
are different but my 
42km run is unique in 
that it takes in an 
undulating section of 
mountain road, a mostly free- 
' ' flowing stretch of motorway 

where I can reach iiokph, before a 
snarled, mostly unpleasant expanse of 
bumper- to -bumper traffic into Cape Town 
CBD. Yours might be more flowing or 
heavens forbid more congested but I 
consider this a fair and realistic mix. 

According to the Citroen’s trip computer 
Tm averaging 5.9^/iookm, my own maths 
suggests 6.of /100km. My best tank to date 
returned 5.2^ /100km, which considering its 
42-litre fuel capacity delivered a range of 8oo-odd km. We did a 
tank without stop-start engaged and consumption shot up by 10 
percent, to 5.7^ /100km. A lot of people find engine stop-start a 
little invasive, but when you’re living with a car long-term and the 
system is as good as the Cactus’s, it’s an invaluable piece of kit. 

The trip computer even tells you how many minutes you’ve been 
stationary with the engine deactivated. I average around four 
minutes per 40 minute commute. That’s 10 percent of my 
journey. . . not even moving, but not wasting any fuel either. For 
me, not using the tech is the equivalent of an Fi team investing 
millions into every tenth of a second on circuit but then 
squandering full seconds with a shoddy pit stop. It’s a no-brainer 
if you don’t want to chew up the world and your wallet. Best of all, 
the Citroen’s stop -start works brilliantly in conjunction with hill- 
hold assist so taking off on an incline is no trouble at all. 

We recently fitted a Thule roof box to our Cactus - a highly 
aerodynamic and lightweight (only 10kg) item from the 
company’s Touring S range. We’ll review it more thoroughly soon, 
but we can say its addition has upped fuel consumption by, you 
guessed it, 10 percent. 

So what conclusions can we deduce from our real-world figures? 
Well, stop-start technology works, but it’s still better not to stop at 
all. Laboratory fuel consumption tests for new cars are totally 
irrelevant and you should ignore them - no matter how feathery 
the foot you employ, or how obsessively fixed your eye is on the 
trip computer, you’re unlikely to match the manufacturer’s 
claimed combined consumption figure. Instead, we’d suggest 
referring to the ‘urban cycle’ figure as that’s closer to what your 
vehicle will realistically average over its lifespan. 

ORay@TopCar 


LOGBOOK CITROEN C4 CACTUS 

> Odo reading start/now 2105/7 777knn > Distance covered 5672km 

> Fuel consumed 344.04f > Average fuel consumption 6.06f /100km 

> Service interval 1-year/15 000km > Service cost Covered by 
5-year/100 000km service plan > Total fuel cost R4407.67 

> Running cost 77c/km 



SAY IT’S a curse, but I can’t help it; I’m a perfectionist. 
From my coin- and autograph collection to my bicycles and cars I 
try to keep everything orderly and in tip-top condition. This can 
create family tension at times though it works in my favour when I 
offer to wash my wife’s bike for example. Anyway, as a result it irks 
me deeply when my Alpine/Mineral white long-termer starts to 
collect dirt. Keeping it spotless is a costly exercise, especially if you 
outsource the wash-up. I prefer to do it myself, taking solace in the 
fact that everything’s done just right. For a clean freak it’s also quite 
therapeutic. ‘Just going outside to wash the car honey.’ 

I use the two-bucket system: one soap, one water. The latter 
merely to rinse off any foreign particles from the cloth that could 
potentially cause scratches. I know. But this is a serious business: 
bodywork and windows first, then tailpipes and wheels. 
Considering some of the hand-maiming rims on my previous long- 
termers, Hunchy’s alloy design is pretty painless to clean. I use a 
special solvent (Meguiar’s All Wheel and Tyre Cleaner) to remove 
brake dust build-up and general road grime. It works just as well on 
exhaust tips, too. What follows is a hose-down and dry-off session 
using two hyper-absorbent Meguiar’s water magnet cloths. Two 
hours in, the car is usually gleaming, and my wife is steaming. No 
time to do a CSI-stymying DNA-removing deep cleanse of the 
- - . , interior. Usually, the leather, carpets and trim 

U po/QO WnS would get specific treatments - a process that 

-L ,,, , , . , can take another two hours - but you know 

and fast. What’s not what they say about a happy wife. . . On 

to like? second thought, next time I may just go the 

to 

clean O ©AaronBorrill 


BMW 
3351 GT 


LOGBOOK BMW 335i GRAN TURISMO 

> Odo reading start/now 55/12386knn > Distance covered 12441km 

> Fuel consumed 1291.15£ > Average fuel consumption 10.4£/100km 

> Service interval 20000km > Service cost Covered by 5-year/ 
100000km maintenance plan > Total fuel cost R16 373.06 

> Running cost R1.32/km 
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Breakfast 
with Infiniti 


m 




DURING 2014/2015 we, together with Infiniti South Africa and 
their dealerships hosted a successful series of events together with select 
Infiniti branches in South Africa. Readers (and their partners) could 
enter a competition with the prize being an opportunity to drive 
Infinitfs range of Premium Q50 Sedans and enjoy an exclusive 
experience starting off with a morning breakfast followed by a scenic 
drive and brunch before heading home. As expected, there were plenty 
of entries for the different legs of the competition. It was so successful 
that it was decided to run the competition again starting off up-country. 

The first event took place at the Infiniti dealership in Hatfield, Pretoria. 
Here the winners took the Q 50 S along some great, scenic roads that 
allowed them to feel exactly what makes these cars so special. The well- 
known Harries Pancakes was the brunch destination, one that will be 
used again in the coming months. 


The second and most recent event took place at the Infiniti Dealership 
in Melrose, Johannesburg. Once again a team of readers and their 
partners arrived bright and early to be greeted by a fleet of Infiniti Q 50 S, 
made up of the is^kW 2.0I Turbo Petrol, the i25kW 2.2I Diesel and the 
26ikW 3.5 V6 Direct Response Hybrid Performance sedan. Coffee, a 
few snacks and a presentation by Infinitfs Marek Letowt on the brand’s 
history and it’s immediate plans for the local market was first on the list 
of things for the readers. Then came a short driver’s briefing outlining 
the route and soon after the fleet of Infiniti cars was assigned drivers. 
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THANK YOU 

to Infiniti 
South Africa 


A big thanks goes to Infiniti South Africa for keeping these breakfast 
runs going, not to mention the readers who made the effort to be part 
of the fun. Well see you all at the next exciting installment. 

Regards 
TopGar Team 




With an imposing black Infiniti QX70 leading the pack, the sleek convoy 
headed out through Hartebeespoort’s scenic, winding roads with the 
destination being the quaint Cafe La Bonheur for a hearty brunch. During 
brunch the main topic of conversation was the cars and how they feel and 
handle, and every single reader was in agreement - Infiniti is exclusive 
and refined, and the performance of the Q50 3.5 V6 Direct Response 
Hybrid was mind-blowing. After an hour or so, stomachs were full and it 
was time for the drive back to Melrose, this time the route involved more 
highway driving so that readers could stretch the legs of their Q50 cars 
(within the law of course). 


The Infiniti Q50 
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Price is king 

Plenty of deals, not enough cash 

KEY INDICATORS - SEPTEMBER 2015 (% change vs Sep 2014) 

INDUSTRY TOTAL 55322 (-9.0) | PASSENGER CARS 37309 (-13.2) | LCV 15121 (0.3) | EXPORTS 35181 (14.3) YEAR-TO-DATE 463106 (-4.0) 


R ecord exports, 

SHRINKING domestic 
demand. That’s the core- 
take-out from the new car sales 
figures reported to Naamsa in 
September, as the slump in local sales took 
further hold with the aggregate 9.0% down on 
the same month in 2014. Meanwhile, exports 
gained 14.3% y/y, ratcheting up to a new 
monthly record of 35 181 - including an 
unprecedented 11199 Mercedes C- Class units 
sailing out of the East London factory. There 
were other export notables: 6710 BMW 3 
Series, 5416 VW Polos, 6 570 Ford Rangers 
and 3956 Toyota Hiluxes. 

The importers are having a torrid time 
managing the diminished purchasing power 
of the rand, which can be slightly offset by 
those with export credits. Price is still king for 
the average consumer though, and the last 
buying period saw dealers offering attractive 
financial packages for those who qualified, 
decent trade-in offers and keen below-list 
prices. The need is to move stock, even if this 
means trimming margins, and there has been 
lots of inter-brand competition - particularly in 
the LCV sector where the previous generation 
Ford Rangers and Toyota Hilux and Fortuner 
derivatives are being given a weighty run-out 
punt. Despite the end-of-quarter hype, sales 
did not materialise in any great quantity: 
buyers are either being cautious, or their 
applications for finance are too optimistic. 

No surprise that the biggest year-on-year rout 
was in the passenger sector which was down 
5656 units or 13.2%. Light commercials were 
almost flat with a 43-unit (0.3%) gain, while 
the medium and heavy commercial sector were 
down 1.3% (12 units) and up 6.3% (31 units) 
respectively. The extra-heavy sector, where 
margins are solid, was up 12.6% (155 units). 
Surely a sign of long-term business confidence, 
even as serried waves of negative economic 
data work through the system. 


The excel data shows a heavy market skewing 
towards basic runabouts, which have all moved 
up the rankings. The dealer channel was down 
to 77.7% of the total, but there was a proportional 
shift to the rental industry, which accounted for 
15.3% of the total market and 21.9% of domestic 
passenger car sales (or one in five cars sold in the 
month}, these invariably being bulk deals on 
de-specced derivatives. However, as Simphiwe 
Nghona, CEO of Wesbank’s motor division 
notes, the actual sales volume into this sector 
was down 20.9% y/y, which was heavily 
influenced by a sharp decline in tourism as well 
as aggressive competition from disruptive 
players in this space’. 

As the list opposite shows, the reliable money 
is still in compact Crossovers and small SUVs, 
where, apart from a host of new entrants in the 
lifestyle sector (Opel Mokka, Renault Captur, 
Fiat 500X, Honda HR-V), key players have 
examples with footprints in both the budget 
B -segment and pricier C-segment (Ford’s 
Ecosport and Kuga, Toyota’s Etios Cross and 
RAV4), while others are banking on upping 
volumes with practical but compact people- 
movers (Honda Mobilio, Suzuki Ertigo, the 
refreshed Toyota Avanza). The market is 
awash with choices, and buyers are heeding 
the signs and making cautious decisions. 

They are also going the used route, says 
Nicholas Nkosi, head of Standard Bank’s 
vehicle and asset finance division, adding that 
the 13% slide in new sales reflects the ‘state of 
the consumer’s financial health and the health 
of the economy’. Not that actual demand has 
slowed. Wesbank’s Nghona adds that his 
institution received a record volume of finance 
applications, up 6.7% y/y, of which those 
wanting used vehicles was up 2.4% and those 
wanting new cars was up a significant 15.6%. 
His advice to South Africa’s car-hungry and 
status-driven consumers? ‘Buyers should 
carefully consider any vehicle purchase to 
avoid over-extending their credit positions.’ E3 


THE MONTH’S 

BIG WINNERS 


Aug 

Sep 

Units f 

%t 

FiatSOOL 

3 

41 

38 

1266.7 

Renault Clio IV 

407 

779 

372 

91.4 

Honda Mobilio 

65 

107 

42 

64.6 

Audi A5 

61 

100 

39 

63.9 

Renault Captur 

262 

420 

158 

60.3 

VW Polo Vivo/Vivo 
Sedan 

2711 

4180 

1469 

54.2 

Toyota Prado 

109 

164 

55 

50.5 

Ford Focus 

330 

468 

138 

41.8 

Toyota Corolla/ 
Auris/Quest 

2215 

2868 

653 

29.5 

Toyota RAV4 

328 

413 

85 

25.9 


Off a very low base yes, but Fiat 500L sales are up 
1267% over last month! Clio just about doubled its 
numbers, Captur’s on fire, too. Honda Mobilios are 
mobilising, 100 people bought an A5. Polo Vivo up 
by a whopping 1469 units, likely a fleet sale 


THE MONTH’S BIG LOSERS 


Sep 

Units’! 

%!• 

VWUp 

361 

164 

-197 

- 54.6 

Suzuki Ertiga 

77 

36 

-41 

- 53.2 

L-R Discovery 4 

173 

115 

-58 

- 33.5 

Toyota Fortuner 

785 

570 

-215 

- 27.4 

Ford Figo 

856 

646 

-210 

- 24.5 

Ford Fiesta 

1230 

933 

-297 

- 24.1 


Ups are down, Ertiga’s got vertigo. Whiff of a new 
Fortuner in the air or does it Just have an Everest to 
climb? Figo suffering the run-out blues 



& 

Thanks to the 
witchcraft of 
statistics, Fiat 
SOOLis this 
month’s 
sales 
star 
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PASSENGER CARS - SEPT 2015 1 LCV - SEPT 2015 1 


01 

VW Polo Vivo/Vivo Sedan 

4180 

68 

VW T5 Caravelle/Kombi 

76 

135 Tata Indica/Indigo/B-Line 

13 

01 

Toyota Hilux 

3431 

02 

Toyota Corolla/AurisQuest 

2868 

69 

Jeep Wrangler 

72 

136 Suzuki Grand Vitara 

13 

02 

Ford Ranger 

2865 

03 

VW Polo/Polo Sedan 

2259 

70 

Subaru Forester 

64 

137 VW Beetle/Cabrio 

13 

03 

Nissan NP200 

1606 

04 

Toyota Etios 

1602 

71 

Jeep Renegade 

58 

138 Infiniti 0X70 

13 

04 

Chev Utility 

1382 

05 

Ford Fiesta 

933 

72 

Nissan Juke 

57 

139 BMW XI 

12 

05 

Isuzu KB 

1265 

06 

Ford EcoSport 

919 

73 

BMWX4 

57 

140 Jaguar F-Type 

12 

06 

Toyota Quantum 

1 107 

07 

BMW 3 Series 

807 

74 

Nissan Micra 

56 

141 Ford Ikon 

11 

07 

Nissan NP300 Hardbody 

731 

08 

Renault Clio IV 

779 

75 

Volvo V40 

56 

142 Chrysler Voyager 

11 

08 

Volkswagen Amarok 

374 

09 

Chevrolet Spark 

692 

76 

Mahindra XUV 

53 

143 Jaguar XF 

11 

09 

Toyota Land Cruiser Pick-up 

360 

10 

Renault Sandero II 

649 

77 

Subaru XV 

53 

144 Porsche Panamera 

11 

10 

Nissan NV350 Taxi 

179 

11 

Ford Figo 

646 

78 

Volvo XC60 

52 

145 Citroen DS5 

10 

11 

Mazda BT-50 

153 

12 

Toyota Fortuner 

570 

79 

Opel Astra 

52 

146 Mitsubishi Outlander 

10 

12 

Nissan Navara 

105 

13 

Ford Focus 

468 

80 

Porsche Cayenne 

50 

147 Mahindra Quanto 

10 

13 

Mahindra Bolero 

101 

14 

Chev Aveo 

465 

81 

Nissan Sentra 

48 

148 Honda Accord 

10 

14 

Tata Super Ace 

100 

15 

VW Golf 7 

434 

82 

Ford B-Max 

47 

149 VW Scirocco 

9 

15 

Mahindra Scorpio Pik-up 

82 

16 

Renault Captur 

420 

83 

Infiniti 050 

46 

150 Mahindra Xylo 

9 

16 

VW Caddy 

79 

17 

Toyota RAV 

413 

84 

BMW 5 Series 

44 

151 Audi A7 Sportback 

9 

17 

Nissan Hardbody 

37 

18 

Datsun Go 

410 

85 

Fiat 500 

42 

152Mazda5 

8 

18 

Ford Transit Connect 

37 

19 

Audi A3/Sportback/Cabrio 

397 

86 

Mitsubishi Pajero Sport 

41 

153 Subaru WRX 

8 

19 

Toyota Avanza 

34 

20 

Toyota Avanza 

380 

87 

Fiat 500L 

41 

154 Citroen C4 Aircross 

8 

20 

Nissan NV200 

33 

21 

Audi A4/Allroad 

356 

88 

Peugeot 208 

40 

155 Chrysler 300C 

7 

21 

Land Rover Defender Pick-up 32 

22 

Ford Kuga 

300 

89 

Ford Tourneo Connect 

39 

156 Suzuki Splash 

7 

22 

Ford Transit 

31 

23 

Nissan Qashqai 

266 

90 

VW Golf SV 

38 

157 Mahindra Scorpio 

7 

23 

Chev Spark 

31 

24 

Suzuki Swift 

243 

91 

Mitsubishi Pajero 

38 

158Audi A8 

7 

24 

VW T5 Transporter Crew Bus 25 

25 

BMW 1 Series 

239 

92 

VW Touareg 

37 

159Abarth 500 

7 

25 

Nissan NV350 

21 

26 

Mazda CX-5 

233 

93 

Toyota LandCruiser SW 

37 

1 60 Porsche Cayman/Boxster 

6 

26 

Fiat Fiorino 

19 

27 

Mazda3 

231 

94 

Suzuki Ertiga 

36 

161 Citroen Cl 

6 

27 

JMC Carrying 

18 

28 

Nissan X-Trail 

231 

95 

Volvo S60 

34 

162 Volvo V60CC 

6 

28 

Mitsubishi Triton 

17 

29 

VW Tiguan 

221 

96 

Audi A6 Sedan 

33 

163AlfaGiulietta 

6 

29 

Changan Star II 

17 

30 

Mazda2 

217 

97 

Ford Fusion 

32 

164 Mini Paceman 

5 

30 

Tata Xenon 

16 

31 

Chevrolet Cruze 

209 

98 

Jeep Compass 

31 

165 Volvo V60 

5 

31 

Tata Telcoline/Worker 

16 

32 

Opel Corsa 

205 

99 

Toyota Land Cruiser 200 

31 

166 Volvo XC70 

4 

32 

VW T5 Transporter Pick-up 

15 

33 

Opel Mokka 

182 

100 Jaguar XE 

30 

167 Peugeot 3008 

4 

33 

JMC Boarding 

12 

34 

Honda Brio 

180 

101 Mini Countryman 

30 

168 Jaguar XJ 

4 

34 

Mahindra Genio 

11 

35 

Honda HR-V 

179 

102 Lexus IS 

30 

169 Peugeot RCZ 

4 

35 

Peugeot Partner 

11 

36 

Toyota Yaris 

171 

103 Audi Q7 

29 

170 Porsche Macan 

3 

36 

VW T5 Transporter Panel Van 8 

37 

BMW 2 Series 

168 

104 Lexus ES 

29 

171 BMW 7 Series 

3 

37 

Renault Kangoo 

4 

38 

Honda Jazz 

166 

105VW Caddy 

29 

172 VW Golf A6/Cabriolet 

3 

38 

Suzuki Gypsy 

3 

39 

Jeep Grand Cherokee 

166 

106 Honda Civic 

29 

173 Lexus LX 

3 

39 

JMCVigus 

1 

40 

VWUp 

164 

107 BMW X6 

28 

174 Lexus RX 

3 

40 

SsangYong Actyon Sports 

1 

41 

Toyota Prado 

164 

108 Mitsubishi Mirage 

28 

175 Peugeot 107 

3 

41 

Nissan Patrol 

0 

42 

VW Jetta 6 

154 

109 Volvo V40 CC 

28 

176 Renault Fluence 

3 

42 

Fiat Doblo Cargo 

0 

43 

Mitsubishi ASX 

145 

110 

Mazda6 

28 

177 Honda CR-Z 

3 

43 

Fiat Ducato 

0 

44 

Audi A1 

141 

111 

Chevrolet Sonic 

27 

178 Citroen DS3 

2 








45 

BMW 4 Series 

138 

112 

Lexus NX 

27 

179 Ferrari California 

2 

TOP 20 DOMESTIC 

46 

Land Rover Discovery Sport 

137 

113 

L-R Range Rover 

26 

180 BMW Z4 

2 

Toyota 

11701 

47 

Renault Duster 

130 

114 

Suzuki SX4 

26 

181 Tata Manza 

2 

Volkswagen Group SA 

FMC 

AMH/AAD 

9586 

6351 

5503 

48 

Audi Q3 

127 

115 

Suzuki Ciaz 

25 

182 Jeep Patriot 

2 

49 

Mini Hatch 5-dr & 3-dr 

126 

116 

Subaru Outback 

24 

183 Lexus GS 

2 

GMSA/lsuzu Trucks 

5149 









Nissan 

3945 

50 

Jeep Cherokee 

124 

117 

VW Touran 

24 

184 Nissan GT-R 

2 

MBSA 

2726 

51 

L-R Discovery 4 

115 

118 

Citroen C4 Cactus 

22 

185 Mazda MX-5 

2 

Renault 

2000 

52 

BMWX5 

112 

119 

Audi TT 

21 

186 Citroen Dispatch 

2 

BMW Group 

Mazda Southern Africa 

1886 

872 

53 

Honda Mobilio 

107 

120VW CC 

21 

187 Maserati GranCabrio 

2 

Honda 

870 

54 

Suzuki Jimny 

105 

1 21 Toyota FJ Cruiser 

21 

1 88 Maserati Quattroporte 

2 

Chrysler SA 

Suzuki Auto 

562 

538 

55 

Honda CR-V 

102 

122 Tata Bolt 

20 

189 Maserati Ghibli 

2 

Jaguar Land Rover 

530 

56 

Audi A5 

100 

123 Peugeot 2008 

19 

190 Citroen C4 Picasso 

1 

Volvo Group Southern Africa 
Tata 

516 

303 

57 

Chevrolet Captiva 

97 

124 Tata Indica Vista 

18 

191 BMW i3 

1 

Mitsubishi Motors SA 

279 

58 

Audi Q5 

97 

125 Fiat 500X 

16 

192 Infiniti 0X80 

1 

Mahindra 

Scania 

275 

253 

59 

Honda Ballade 

94 

126 BMW 6 Series 

16 

193 SsangYong Korando 

1 

GWM 

224 

60 

Dodge Journey 

91 

127 Peugeot 308 

16 

194 Mini Roadster 

1 

TOP 10 EXPORTERS 

61 

Nissan Almera 

88 

128 Renault Megane III 

15 

195 Fiat Qubo 

1 

MBSA 

11199 

62 

L-R Range Rover Evoque 

84 

129 Porsche 911 

15 

196 Toyota Innova 

1 

BMW Group 

FMC 

6710 

6570 

63 

BMWX3 

81 

130 Volvo XC90 

15 

197 Subaru Legacy 

1 

Volkswagen Group SA 

5416 

64 

Suzuki Celerio 

80 

131 Toyota 86 

15 

198 Mini Coupe 

1 

Toyota 

Nissan 

4436 

359 

65 

Chevrolet Trailblazer 

79 

1 32 Chevrolet Orlando 

15 

199 Citroen DS4 

1 

GMSA/lsuzu Trucks 

343 

66 

L-R Range Rover Sport 

78 

133 Nissan NV200 

14 

200 Citroen DS3 Cabrio 

1 

Mitsubishi Motors SA 

Honda 

Volvo Group Southern Africa 

36 

22 

20 

67 

Opel Adam 

76 

134 BMW i8 

14 

201 Ferrari 458 Italia 

1 




Entries in red are TopCar’s actuai test figures. 

Verdicts are TopCar’s own opinions. 

L/100: combined cycie fuei consumption in iitres per 100km 
P/T: Powertrain detaiis - cyiinders/capacity in iitres pius 
T-Turbo,S-SuperchargedJD-Turbo Diesei,e- Hybrid Eiectric 
NB! Prices inciude CO 2 emissions tax where appiicabie and 
shouid be seen as indicative oniy 

GEARBOX KEY: 

M - Manuai 
A - Automatic 
S - Automated manuai 
D - Duai-ciutch automated manuai 
C - Continuousiy variabie 
/ foiiowed by the number of ratios 


Vehicie pricing and data suppiied by 



The Good, the Bad & the Ugly the world’s punchiest buying guide 


LAST UPDATED ON 15 OCTOBER 2015 


ABARTH 


595 


VERDICT I Slightly mad, but entirely loveable 


595 

595 turismo 


PRICE 

324 900 


L/100 CO 2 0- 

6.5 155 7.4 4/1 .4T 


595 turismo auto 


340 900 6.5 151 7.6 4/1.4T 118 230 S/5 


595 turismo cabriolet 


595 turismo cabriolet auto 


KW NM GEAR 

118 230 M/5 


364 900 6.5 155 7.4 4/1.4T 118 230 M/5 




1 ALFA ROMEO 



i 


VERDICT 1 Characterful but let down by Punto chassis 

E 



MiTo 

1.4TBi Distinctive 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

304 400 5.6 129 8.4 4/1.4T 100 206 M/5 


1.4TBiQuadrifoglio Verde 325 900 6.0 139 7.3 4/1.4T 125 250 D/6 


GIULIETTA 


VERDICT I Fine Golf alternative, stylish and grippy 


GIULIETTA 

1.4TBi Distinctive 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

355 400 5.8 134 7.8 4/1.4T 125 250 M/6 


1.4TBi Exclusive 


388 900 5.2 121 7.7 4/1.4T 125 250 D/6 


7.0 162 6.0 4/1 .7T 177 340 D/6 


1750TBi Quadrifoglio Verde 

rsc 


VERDICT I Carbon Alfa not quite a Cayman-beater 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 070 000 6.8 157 4.5 4/1.7T 177 350 D/6 


1 ASTON MARTIN 


1 VANTAGE 

r:-; 





r 



1 VERDICT 1 Subtle tweaks make for the best Vantage yet 

L. 



VANTAGE 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM 

GEAR 

coupe 









V8 Vantage 

PCA 

13.8 

321 

4.9 

V8/4.7 

313 

470 

M/6 

V8 Vantage auto 

PCA 

12.9 

299 

5.3 

V8/4.7 

313 

470 

S/7 

V8 Vantage N430 

PCA 

13.8 

321 

4.8 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

M/6 

V8 Vantage N430 auto 

PCA 

12.9 

299 

4.8 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

S/7 

V8 Vantage S 

PCA 

13.8 

321 

4.5 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

M/6 

V8 Vantage S auto 

PCA 

12.8 

296 

4.5 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

S/7 

VI 2 Vantage S 

PCA 

14.7 

343 

3.9 

V12/5.9 

421 

620 

S/7 

roadster 

V8 Vantage 

PCA 

13.8 

321 

5.1 

V8/4.7 

313 

470 

M/6 

V8 Vantage auto 

PCA 

12.9 

299 

5.1 

V8/4.7 

313 

470 

S/7 

V8 Vantage N430 

PCA 

13.8 

321 

5.0 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

M/6 

V8 Vantage N430 auto 

PCA 

12.9 

299 

5.0 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

S/7 

V8 Vantage S 

PCA 

13.8 

321 

4.5 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

M/6 

V8 Vantage S auto 

PCA 

12.8 

296 

4.5 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

S/7 

VI 2 Vantages 

PCA 

14.7 

343 

4.0 

V12/5.9 

421 

620 

S/7 


|DB9 


- 

1 VERDICT 1 Still the most beautiful GT. Replaced soon 


2 ‘ J 


DB9 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

coupe 

PCA 

14.3 

333 

4.6 

V12/5.9 

380 

620 

A/6 

coupe Carbon Edition 

PCA 

14.3 

333 

4.6 

V12/5.9 

380 

620 

A/6 

coup6 GT 

PCA 

14.3 

333 

4.5 

V12/5.9 

403 

620 

A/6 

Volante 

-POA- 


_4^6_V12/&3_ 

380 

620 

A/6 


Volante Carbon Edition 




14.3 333 4.5 V12/5.9 403 620 A/6 


RAPIDE S 


VERDICT I Tight in the back, but you’ll be driving anyway 


RAPIDE 

Rapide S 


PRICE 

POA 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

14.3 332 4.9 V12/5.9 410 620 A/6 




\ VERDICT 1 Aston presses Ctrl Alt F12. Real Ferrari rival 



VANQUISH 

coup6 


PRICE 

POA 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

12.8 298 3.8 V12/5.9 424 630 A/8 


coupe Carbon Edition 


12.8 298 3.8 V12/5.9 424 630 A/8 


12.8 298 4.0 V12/5.9 424 630 A/8 


Volante Carbon Edition 


12.8 298 4.0 V12/5.9 424 630 A/8 



A1/S1 


A1/S1 

3-door 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.0TS 

267 500 


97 

10.9 

3/1 .OT 



_M/^ 

1 .OT S auto 


4.4 

132109 

3/1 .OT 


160 

D/7 

1.0TSE 

PRPnno 

4.2 


10.9 

3/1 .OT 


160 

M/5 

I.OTSEauto 

299 500 

4.4 

102 

10.9 

3/1 .OT 

70 

160 

D/7 

1.4TSE 

306 500 

4.9 

115 

8.8 

_4/l^ 

92 

200 

M/6 

1.4T SE auto 

324 000 

4.9 

112 

8.8 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

D/7 

1.8T Sport 

392 500 

5.6 

129 

6.8 

4/1. 8T 

141 

250 

D/7 

SI guattro 

462 500 

7.0 

162 

5.8 

4/2.0T 

170 

370 

M/6 

Sportback 

1.0TS 

275 000 

4.2 

97 

11.1 

3/1 .OT 

70 

160 

M/6 

1.0T S auto 

292 500 

4.4 

102 

11.1 

3/1 .OT 

70 

160 

D/7 

1.0TSE 

289 500 

4.2 

97 

11.1 

3/1 .OT 

70 

160 

M/6 

1.0T SE auto 

3D7iI0_0 

4.4 

102 

-11.JL 

3/1 .OT 

_7_Q_ 

160 

D/7 

1.4TSE 

314 000 

5.1 



4/1 .4T 


200 

M/6 

1.4TSEauto 

331 500 

4.9 

112 

8.9 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

D/7 

1.8T Sport 

400 000 

5.6 

129 

6.9 

4/1. 8T 

141 

250 

D/7 

SI guattro 

470 000 

7.1 

166 

6.4 

4/2.0T 

170 

370 

M/6 


IA3/S3 






1 ^ 


A 

VERDICT 1 Quality cabin and powertrains, added agility 



Hi 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


1 .4T S auto 

370 000 

_^j0_ 

116 

9^ 

4/1 .4T 

_90_ 

200 

_D/^ 

1.6TDIS 

388 500 

3.9 

102 10.9 4/1 .6TD 


250 

D/7 

1.8TSE 

391 500 

5.8 

135 


4/1. 8T 

132 

250 

M/6 

1.8T SE auto 

408 500 

5.6 

130 

7.3 

4/1. 8T 

132 

250 

D/7 

2.0TDI SE 

426 500 

4.5 

J19_ 

8.4 

4 / 2 ^ 0 ^ 

110 

320 

_D/^ 

1 .8T guattro 

449 500 

6.6 

152 

6.8 

4/1. 8T 

132 

280 

D/6 

S3 guattro 

566 000 

6.9 

160 

5.1 

4/2.0T 

206 

380 

D/6 

sedan 

1.4TSE 

382 000 

5.3 

122 

9.4 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

M/6 

1.4T SE auto 

399 000 

5.0 

116 

9.3 

4/1 .4T 

90 

200 

D/7 

1.8TSE 

401 500 

5.8 

135 

7.2 

4/1. 8T 

132 

250 

M/6 

1.8TSEauto 

418 500 

5.6 

129 

7.3 

4/1. 8T 

132 

250 

D/7 

2.0TDI SE 

436 500 

4.5 


8.4 4/2.0TD 


320 

D/6 

1.8T guattro 

459 500 

6.5 

149 

6.8 

4/1. 8T 

132 

280 

D/6 

S3 guattro 

576 000 

6.9 

159 

5.0 

4/2. OT 

206 

380 

D/6 

cabriolet 

1.4TS 

458 500 

5.3 

124 10.2 

4/1 .4T 


200 

M/6 

1 .4T S auto 

475 500 


120 10.2 

4/1 .4T 


200 

D/7 

1.8TSE 

490 000 

6.0 

140 

7.7 

4/1. 8T 

132 

250 

M/6 

1.8TSEauto 

507 000 

5.8 

133 

7.8 

_^/l^ 



_D/^ 

S3 guattro 

663 000 

7.1 

165 

5.4 

4/2. OT 

206 

380 

D/6 


m/Rsai 



VERDICT 1 So much better to drive than it looks 


Q3 / RS Q3 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.4TS 

410 500 

5.5 

133 

9.2 

4/1 .4T 

110 

250 

M/6 

1.4T S auto 

428 000 

5.8 

138 

8.9 

4/1 .4T 

110 

250 

D/6 

2.0T guattro 

509 000 

6.5 

150 

7.6 

4/2.0T 

132 

320 

D/7 

2.0TDI guattro 

525 500 

5.3 

139 

7.9 

4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

D/7 

RS Q3 guattro 

769 500 

8.4 

198 

4.8 

5/2.5T 

250 

450 

D/7 


1 A4/S4/RS4 








■ 



vcKuiu 1 1 nepiaceu soon, runcny stiii super u 

Ll 


— ifa ^ 

A4/S4/RS4 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sedan 









1.8T88kWS 

379 500 


_151- 

10.5 

4/1. 8T 

_8.8_ 

230 

M/6 

1.8TS 

406 500 

_5.7_ 



4/1. 8T 


320 

M/6 

1.8T S auto 

423 500 

5.8 

134 

8.3 

4/1. 8T 

125 

320 

C/V 

1.8TSE 

421 500 

5.7 

134 

8.1 

^J/1^ 

125 

320 

^^M/6_ 

1.8T SE auto 

438 500 

5.8 

134 

8.3 

4/1. 8T 

125 

320 

C/V 

1.8T SE Sport Edition Pius 

429 750 

5.7 

134 

8.1 

4/1. 8T 

125 

320 

M/6 

1.8T SE Sport Edition Pius auto 446 750 

5.8 

134 

8.3 

4/1. 8T 

125 

320 

C/V 


3-door 









2.0TDIe S 

413 000 

4.5 

119 

9.2 4/2.0TD 

105 

320 

M/6 

1.2TS 

337 000 

4.9 

114 

10.3 

4/1. 2T 

77 

175 

M/6 

2.0TDI S auto 

4J25Q£L_ 


127 

79 4/2.0TD 



C/V 

1.4TS 

345 500 

5.2 

120 

9.3 

4/1 .4T 

90 

200 

M/6 

2.0TDI SE 

JtMMD 



8-2 4/2.0TD 




1 .4T S auto 

362 500 

4.9 

114 

9.2 

4/1 .4T 

90 

200 

D/7 

2.0TDISEauto 

447 500 

4.8 

127 

7.9 

4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

C/V 

1.6TDIS 

381 000 

3.9 

102 

10.7 4/1 .6TD 

77 

250 

D/7 

2.0TDI SE Sport Edition Plus 

438 750 

4.6 

120 

8.2 

4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

M/6 

1.8TSE 

384 000 

5.8 

135 

7.1 

4/1. 8T 

132 

250 

M/6 

2.0TDI SE Sport Edition Plus auto 

455 750 

4.8 

127 

7.9 

4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

C/V 

1.8TSE auto 

401 000 

5.6 

130 

7.2 

4/1. 8T 

132 

250 

D/7 

2.0TSE 

483 000 

5.9 

138 

6.8 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

C/V 

1.8T guattro 

442 000 

6.6 

152 

7.94 

4/1 .8T 

132 

280 

D/6 

2.0T guattro 

564 500 

6.6 

152 

6.4 

4/2. OT 

165 

350 

D/7 

S3 guattro 

558 500 

6.9 

159 

5.2 

4/2.0T 

206 

380 

D/6 

3.0TDI guattro 

616 000 

5.7 

149 

5.9 V6/3.0TD 

180 

500 

D/7 

Sportback 









3.0T guattro 

617 500 

8.1 

190 

5.4 

V6/3.0S 

200 

400 

D/7 

1.2TS 

344 500 

4^ 

114 

10-5 4/1.2T 

77 

J75 

M^ 

S4 guattro 

760 000 

7.7 

178 

5.4 

V6/3.0S 

245 

440 

D/7 


353 000 5.3 123 9.5 4/1 .4T 90 200 M/6 















THE GCX)D, THE BAD & THE UGLY 105 


2.0T 

536 500 

7.0 

164 

6.9 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

D/7 

2.0TDI 

542 000 

6.0 

156 

7.98 4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

D/7 

Avant 

S4 quattro 

777 000 

7.8 

180 

5.1 

V6/3.0S 

245 

440 

D/7 

RS4 quattro 

1 061 000 

10.7 

249 

4.83 

V8/4.2 

331 

430 

D/7 




PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0T S quattro 

570 000 

7.5 

174 

8.5 4/2.0T 

132 

320 

M/6 

2.0TDI S quattro auto 

593 500 

6.0 

159 

9.0 4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

D/7 

2.0T SE quattro 

648 500 

7.9 

184 

7.1 4/2.0T 

165 

350 

A/8 

3.0T SE quattro 

737 000 

8.5 

199 

5.9 V6/3.0S 

200 

400 

A/8 

3.0TDI SE quattro 

757 000 

6.4 

169 

6.5 V6/3.0TD 

180 

580 

D/7 

SQ5 TDI quattro 

884 500 

6.8 

179 

5.55V6/3.0TD 230 

650 

A/8 


IJT 1 


VERDICT 1 Sharper looks, tech and drive for 3rd-gen TT 

TT 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

coupe 








2.0T 

566 500 

6.3 

148 

6.0 4/2.0T 

169 

370 

D/6 

2.0T quattro 

651 500 

6.4 

151 

5.82 4/2.0T 

169 

370 

D/6 

TTS 2.0T quattro 

700 500 

7.1 

164 

4.8 4/2.0T 

210 

380 

D/6 


1 A5/S5/RS5 










VERDICT 1 Pretty and practical but feeling its age 




A5 / S5 / RS5 

Sportback 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.8TSE 

487 000 

5.8 


_8^ 

4/1 8T 


320 

_M/^ 

1.8T SE auto 

504 000 

5.9 

136 

8.4 

4/1. 8T 

125 

320 

C/V 

2.0TDI SE 

528 500 

4.8 

127 

7.9 

4/2. OTD 

130 

380 

C/V 

2.0TSE 

557 000 

5.9 

138 


_^/Z0^ 

165 


C/V 

2.0T quattro 

581 500 

6.6 

152 

6.5 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

D/7 

3.0TDI quattro 

686 000 

5.8 

152 

6.2 V6/3.0TD 

180 

500 

D/7 

3.0T quattro 

688 500 

7.7 

178 

6.0 

V6/3.0S 

200 

400 

D/7 

S5 quattro 

807 500 

7.7 

179 

5.1 

V6/3.0S 

245 

440 

D/7 

coupe 

1.8TSE 

492 500 

5.7 


7.9 

4/1 .8T 

125 

320 

_M/^ 

1.8T SE auto 

5.0_9 5ilQ_ 

—5^ 


-a. 2 _ 

4/1 .8T 


320 

_ciy_ 

2.0TDI SE 

531 500 

4.7 

123 

7.8 

4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

C/V 

2.0TSE 

560 500 

5.9 

138 

6.8 

_^/Z0^ 

165 

350 

C/V 

2.0T quattro 

584 500 

6.6 

152 

6.4 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

D/7 

3.0TDI quattro 

687 500 

5.8 

152 

6.2 V6/3.0TD 

180 

500 

D/7 

3.0T quattro 

689 500 

7.5 

174 

5.8 

V6/3.0S 

200 

400 

D/7 

S5 quattro 

807 000 

7.7 

178 

4.9 

V6/3.0S 

245 

440 

D/7 

RS5 quattro 

1 050 000 

10.5 

246 

4.48 

V8/4.2 

331 

430 

D/7 

cabriolet 

1.8TSE 

554 000 

6 2 


_8i 

4/1 8T 


320 

_M/^ 

1.8T SE auto 

571_DiIQ_ 

_6..2_ 

J42_ 


_4A._8T_ 


320 

C/V 

2.0TDI SE 

6i)6_QQ.Q_ 

-^J3_ 

132 

8.3 4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

C/V 

2.0TSE 

634 500 

6.3 

148 

7.4 

4/2. OT 

165 

350 

C/V 

2.0T quattro 

659 500 

6.9 

159 

7.2 

4/2. OT 

165 

350 

D/7 

3.0T quattro 

766 500 

7.8 

181 

6.3 

V6/3.0S 

200 

400 

D/7 

S5 quattro 

886 000 

7.9 

184 

5.4 

V6/3.0S 

245 

440 

D/7 

RS5 quattro 

1 132 000 

10.7 

249 

4.9 

V8/4.2 

331 

430 

D/7 










1 A6/S6/RS6 









VERDICT I Bland but big and beautifully engineered 


A6 / S6 / RS6 
1.8T 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

-624JIQfl 5.,_m3_3_7..9_47_1.8T 140 320 D/7 


4.7 122 7.1 V6/3.0TD 160 400 D/7 


S6 quattro 


1 094 500 9.2 214 4.4 V8/4.0T 331 550 D/7 


RS6 Avant quattro 


1 465 000 9.8 223 3.9 V8/4.0T 412 700 A/8 


VERDICT I Lord of the Rings: Return of the Q-car king 


Q7 

2.0T quattro 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

872 000 n/a n/a n/a 4/2.0T 185 370 A/8 


924 000 5.7 149 6.3 V6/3.0TD 183 600 A/8 


A7/S7/RS7SPORTBACK 


VERDICT I Competent, pretty GT, but no sports saloon 




A7 / S7 / RS7 SPORTBACK 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3.0TDI quattro 

979 500 

5.2 

136 

5.7 V6/3.0TD 200 

580 

D/7 

3.0TDI BiT quattro 

1 079 500 

6.1 

162 

5.2 V6/3.0TD 235 

650 

A/8 

S7 quattro 

1 221 000 

9.3 

215 

4.6 V8/4.0T 

331 

550 

D/7 

RS7 quattro 

1 656 500 

9.5 

221 

3.9 V8/4.0T 

412 

700 

A/8 


1 A8/S8/A8L 


VERDICT 1 Packed with tech. Still needs board approval 


A8/S8/A8L 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

A8/S8 








3.0TDI quattro 

1 199 500 

5.9 

155 

5.9 V6/3.0TD 

190 

580 

A/8 

4.2TDI quattro 

1 536 500 

7.4 

194 

4.7 V8/4.1TD 

283 

850 

A/8 

S8 quattro 

1 567 500 

9.6 

225 

4.25 V8/4.0T 

382 

650 

A/8 

A8L 

3.0TDI quattro 

1 369 500 

6.0 

158 

6.1 V6/3.0TD 

190 

580 

A/8 

4.2TDI quattro 

1 709 500 

7.5 

197 

4.9 V8/4.1TD 

283 

850 

A/8 

6.3 W12 quattro 

2 082 000 

11.3 

264 

4.6 W12/6.3 

368 

625 

A/8 


R8 



Ik 

VERDICT 1 Proper supercar with trad Audi build 



P* 

R8 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

coupe 








4.2 quattro 

1 680 000 

12.4 

289 

4.3 V8/4.2 

316 

430 

D/7 

5.2 VI 0 quattro 

2 239 000 

13.1 

305 

3.6 V10/5.2 

386 

530 

D/7 

5.2 VI 0 plus quattro 

2 548 000 

12.9 

299 

3.57 VI 0/5.2 

404 

540 

D/7 

Spyder 

4.2 quattro 

1 852 000 

12.6 

294 

4.63 V8/4.2 

316 

430 

D/7 

5.2 VI 0 quattro 

2 410 500 

13.3 

310 

3.8 V10/5.2 

386 

530 

D/7 


BENTLEY 


CONTINENTAL GT 


CONTINENTAL GT 


L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

coupe 







GT V8 

3 950 000 

10.5 

246 4.8 V8/4.0T 

373 

660 

A/8 

GT V8S 

4 320 000 

10.5 

246 4.5 V8/4.0T 

389 

680 

A/8 

GTW12 

4 420 000 

14.1 

327 4.5 W12/6.0T 434 

720 

A/8 

GT Speed W12 

5 088 000 

14.5 

338 4.2 W12/6.0T 467 

820 

A/8 

convertible 


4 270 000 10.9 254 5.0 V8/4.0T 373 660 A/8 


4 630 000 10.9 254 4.7 V8/4.0T 389 680 A/8 


4 730 000 14.2 330 4.7 W12/6.0T 434 720 A/8 


5 400 000 14.9 347 4.4 W12/6.0T 467 820 A/8 


1 FLYING SPUR 

1 — 

1 VERDICT 1 Punchier and prettier new four-door Conti 



PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

4 270 000 10.9 254 5.2 V8/4.0T 373 660 A/8 


4 833 000 14.7 343 4.6 W12/6.0T 460 800 A/8 


MULSANNE 


VERDICT I Build an uber-Bentley? They nailed it 


MULSANNE 

Mulsanne 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

7 262 000 14.6 342 5.3 V8/6.8T 377 1020 A/8 


Speed 


7 950 000 14.6 342 4.9 V8/6.8T 395 1100 A/8 


IBMW 1 

1 1 SERIES 









VERDICT I Joy is 

in the eye of the 

Steering wheel 

holder 

L; 

_ 

PV 

1 SERIES 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 

0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3-door 









1181 

^2jm_ 


_11g_ 


3/1. 5T 

100 

220 

M/6 

1181 auto 

360 900 

4.8 

112 

8.7 

3/1. 5T 

100 

220 

A/8 

1201 

364 642 

5.8 

136 

liil. 

4/1. 6T 

130 

250 


1201 auto 

383 234 

5.7 

133 

7.2 

4/1. 6T 

130 

250 

A/8 

1251 

437 488 

6.6 

154 

6.4 

4/2.0T 

160 

310 

M/6 



1251 auto 

457 973 

6.3 

148 

6.79 

4/2.0T 

160 

310 

A/8 

M135i 

540 477 

8.0 

188 

5.1 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

M/6 

Ml 351 auto 

560 243 

7.5 

175 

4.9 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 

5-door 

118i 

351 000 

5.0 

116 

8.5 

3/1. 5T 

100 

220 

M/6 

118i auto 

369 900 

4.8 

112 

8.7 

3/1. 5T 

100 

220 

A/8 

120i 


5.8 

136 


_4^1J^ 

130 

250 

M/6 

120i auto 

392 734 

_5_..7L 

133 

-^,4_ 

4/1 .6T 


250 

-A/8_ 

120d 

410 500 

4.1 

108 


4/2.0TD 

140 

380 

M/6 

120d auto 

429 400 

3.9 

103 

7.0 

4/2.0TD 

140 

380 

A/8 

1251 

446 488 

6.6 

154 

6.4 

4/2.0T 

160 

310 

M/6 

1251 auto 

466 973 

6.3 

148 

6.86 

4/2.0T 

160 

310 

A/8 

M135i 

549 977 

8.0 

188 

5.1 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

M/6 

Ml 351 auto 

569 743 

7.5 

175 

4.9 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 


1 n ni-mi-rt m j-k-rii ri- t 


— 

— 

— 


i 



1 Z dtKItd AU 1 1 Vt 1 UUKtK 






1 VERDICT 1 Niche-filling front-wheel drive ‘B-Class’ 

2 SERIES ACTIVE TOURER 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2181 

380 000 

5,1 

118 

9^ 

3/1. 5T 

100 

_222_ 

M/6 

21 8i auto 

399 105 


122 10.11 

3/1. 5T 

100 

220 

-A/6_ 

2201 

405 052 

— 6JI- 

140 


4/2.0T 

j£!_ 

280 

M/6 

220i auto 

423 234 

5.7 

133 

7.4 

4/2.0T 

141 

280 

A/8 

220d 

430 500 

4.5 

J1^ 

7.6 

_4/Z0^ 


_400_ 

M/6 

220d auto 

449 400 

4.3 

114 

7.5 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

2251 auto 

450 847 

5.9 

138 

6.6 

4/2.0T 

170 

350 

A/8 


1 2 SERIES 



1 VERDICT 1 Slinkier, sportier 1 Series 

6 

2 SERIES 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

coupe 









2201 

413 257 

6.1 

142 

7.0 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

220i auto 

431 336 

5.7 

134 

7.0 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

220d 

443 500 

4.5 

119 

7.2 

4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

M/6 

220d auto 

462 400 

4.2 



_4£j2TD_ 

135 

380 

A/8 

2281 

452 988 

6.6 



4/2.0T 

180 

350 

M/6 

2281 auto 

471 273 

— 6_.3_ 

148 


4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

M235i 

567 079 

8.1 

189 

5.44 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

M/6 

M235i auto 

586 846 

7.6 

176 

4.8 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 

convertible 

220i 

489 783 

_6-..5_ 



4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

220i auto 

507 862 

6.2 

144 

7.6 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

2281 

529 001 

6.8 


6.1 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

M/6 

2281 auto 

547 388 

6.6 

154 

6.0 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

M235i 

651 605 

8.5 

199 

5.2 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

M/6 

M235i auto 

671 166 

7.9 

184 

5.0 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 


1 3 SERIES/ M3 

4 


1 VERDICT 1 A little less involving, a lot more refined 

m 

3 SERIES/ M3 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

318i 

409 000 

_5_.1_ 

ji2_ 

-8.._9_ 

3/1. 5T 

100 

220 

M/6 

31 8i auto 

427 900 

5.0 

116 

9.1 

3/1. 5T 

100 

220 

A/8 

320i 

443 821 

5.5 

128 

7.2 

4/2.0T 

135 

290 

M/6 

320i auto 

462 310 

5.3 

J24. 


4/2.0T 

135 

290 

A/8 

320i 3 40 Year Edition 

493 821 

5.5 

128 

7.2 

4/2.0T 

135 

290 

M/6 

320i 3 40 Year Edition auto 

512 310 

5.3 

124 

7.3 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

320d 

472 000 

4.0 

106 

_^..3_4i2J3TD_ 

140 400 

M/6 

320d auto 

490 900 

4.0 

106 

7.2 

4/2. OTD 

140 

400 

A/8 

320d 3 40 Year Edition 

522 000 

4.0 

106 

7.3 

4/2. OTD 

140 

400 

M/6 

320d 3 40 Year Edition auto 

540 900 

4.0 

106 

7.2 4/2. OTD 

140 400 

A/8 

330i 

518 360 

6.1 

143 

5.9 

4/2.0T 

185 

350 

M/6 

330i auto 

535 823 

5.5 

129 

5.8 

4/2.0T 

185 

350 

A/8 

330i 3 40 Year Edition 

568 360 

_6J_ 

J42. 


4/2.0T 

185 

350 

M/6 

330i 3 40 Year Edition auto 

585 823 

5.5 

129 

5.8 

4/2.0T 

185 

350 

A/8 

330d 

596 923 

4.9 

129 

5.6 

6/3.0TD 

190 

560 

A/8 

330d 3 40 Year Edition 

646 923 

4.9 

J29_ 

5.6 6/3.0TD 

190 


A/8 

340i 

659 283 

6.5 

152 

5.1 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 

340i 3 40 Year Edition 

709 283 

6.5 

152 

5.1 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 

M3 

J_016J1^ 

8.8 

204 


6/3.0T 


550 

M/6 

M3 auto 

1 065 992 

8.3 

194 

4J_ 

6/3.0T 

J17 

550 

D/7 



Standing still has 
never looked so fast. 

Aerodynamic kit - R22 S30 


Visit you nearest Audi 
Dealer for more info. 


Audi 

G^niJine! Accessaries 




















106 THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 


3 SERIES GRAN TURISMO 


VERDICT I A 3 Series tailored for rear seat passengers 


X4 


VERDICT I X3 slips into something a little sportier 


3 SERIES GRAN TURISMO PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

X4 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

320i GT 

478 386 

6.6 

153 

7.9 4/2. OT 

135 

270 

M/6 

xDrive20i 

661 707 

6.9 

161 

8.1 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

320i GT auto 

4_9.64A5 

_6.2_ 

J4^ 

7.S 4i2...0T 

_13.5_ 

270 

_Ai8_ 

xDrive20d 


5.0 


_a.Q_A/2.QTD 

JL4-0- 

400 

A/8 

320cl GT 

5i)a423_ 

_4.6_ 

129 

a,6_4/2..QJD 

_13.5_ 

380 

M/6 

xDrive28i 

7_25_869 

_7i)_ 

162 


4/2,81 

180 

350 

A/8 

320d GT auto 

528 323 

4.9 

129 

7.9 4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

A/8 

xDrive30d 

811 475 

5.7 

149 

5.8 

6/3.0TD 

190 

560 

A/8 

328i GT 

550 194 

6.7 

156 

6.1 4/2.0T 

180 

350 

M/6 

xDrive35i 

820 990 

8.3 

193 

5.5 

6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 

328i GT duto 

568 375 

6.4 

149 

6.1 4/2. OT 

180 

350 

A/8 










335i GT 

693 951 

7.7 

178 

5.8 6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 

IZ4 






1^ 

■ri 




VERDICT 1 Z4 with broad(er) appeal 


- 


|X1 IliiHWB I 

4 


Z4 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1 VERDICT 1 

New platform, added quality, better looks 

> 


■V 

sDrive20i 

586 501 

6.8 

159 

6.9 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

XI 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sDrive20i auto 

607 201 

6.8 

159 

7.2 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

sDrive20i 

493 642 

5.9 

136 

7.4 4/2.0T 

141 

280 

A/8 

sDrive28i 

670 001 

6.8 

159 

5.7 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

M/6 

xDrive20i 

542 168 

6.3 


7.4 4/2.0T 


_2^ 

A/8 

sDrive28i auto 

690 701 

6.8 

159 


_^/28^ 

180 

350 

A/8 

xDrive20d 

5A0 168 

_6JL_ 

146 

7.6_4/2i)TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

sDrive35i 

8_366_57L 


219 

-5_..2_ 

6/3.0T 

225 

400 

M/6 

xDrive25i 

605-47^- 

6J_ 

149 

3-5 4/2.0T 

1^ 

350 

A/8 

sDrive35i auto 






6/3.0T 

225 

400 

-ojy— 


fir 


VERDICT I The premium-electric age starts here 


923 337 9.1 211 4.8 6/3.0T 250 500 D/7 




PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

532 500 0.0 0 7.2 elec 125 250 A/E 


13 7.9 e+2/0.65 125 250 A/E 


VERDICT I Finally, Three is more than half of Five 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

548 938 7.4 173 8.4 4/2.0T 135 270 M/6 


xDrive20i auto 


566 607 6.9 161 8.2 4/2.0T 135 270 A/8 


578 629 5.0 131 8.1 4/2.0TD 140 400 A/8 


-64-a-8D.9 7,.0_1.6^6,-5_4i2.0T 180 400 A/8 


-73aa7^ 5..^A9_5.J_6/3..XLT_D_iaL^AQ_^/^^^ 


1 5 SERIES /M5 

m 








1 VERDICT 1 Too smooth for some, but easily the best Five 

L. 


■V 

5 SERIES /M5 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

520i 

625 449 


139 

8.0 

4/2.0T 

135 

_2^ 


520d 

659 500 

4.1 

109 

7.9 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

528i 

752 257 

6.5 

142 

6.3 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

530d 

850 436 

5.3 

134 

6.0 

6/3.0TD 

190 

560 

A/8 

535i 

866 527 

7.6 

169 


6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 

ActiveHvbrid 5 

929 975 

6.4 

149 

5.9 

6/3.0Te 

250e 450e 

A/8 

535d 

981 347 

5.4 

138 

5.5 6/3.0TD 230 

630 

A/8 

550i 

1 118 105 

8.6 

199 

4.6 

V8/4.4T 

330 

650 

A/8 

M5 

1 459 491 

9.9 

_232_ 

4.3 


_41^ 

680 

D/7 

M5 Competition 

1 611 791 

9.9 

232 

4.2 

V8/4.4T 

423 

680 

D/7 


758 990 8.3 193 5.6 6/3.0T 225 400 A/8 


I 4 SERIES /M4 


VERDICT I A 4 to beat every Audi A5 


4 SERIES /M4 
Gran Coupe 

4201 


4201 auto 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 


KW NM GEAR 


-5-0^47,5 6A_1A9_Z,_5_4/2,DT_I3.^27(L_M/^ 


^-2^ 6.1 142 7.6 4/2.0T 135 270 A/8 


539 910 4.7 124 7.7 4/2.0TD 135 380 M/6 


1 5 SERIES GRAN TURISMO 




1 VERDICT 1 Flated by critics, loved by (all 12) owners 



5 SERIES GRAN TURISMO 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM 

GEAR 

520d GT 

733 962 

5.5 144 8.9 4/2.0TD 

135 380 

A/8 

530d GT 

895 886 

5.8 153 6.2 6/3.0TD 

190 560 

A/8 

535i GT 

912 887 

8.2 192 6.1 6/3.0T 

225 400 

A/8 

550i GT 

^1-5-9-6-44- 

_9„.2_214_5_._0_V8/4.4T 330 650 

A/8 


420d auto 

558 503 

-iiL 


7.5 

_4/ZOTD_ 

135 

380 


1X5 H 

1 

— 

— 


4 


428i 

587 488 

6.6 

154 

6.1 

4/2. OT 

180 

350 

M/6 

1 VERDICT 1 A master class in subtle evolution 


9 


428i auto 

605 670 

6.3 

147 

6.0 

4/2. OT 

180 

350 

A/8 

X5 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

435i 

754 540 

7.5 

174 

5.2 

6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 

xDrive35i 

912 400 

85 

197 

6.5 6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 

coupe 









xDrive30d 

925 694 

5 9 


6.8 6/3.0TD 

190 

560 

_A/^_ 

420i 

507 962 

6.1 

144 

7.3 

4/2. OT 

135 

270 

M/6 

xDrive40d 

1 045 296 

60 

157 

5.9 6/3.0TD 

230 

630 

A/8 

420i auto 

526 349 

6.0 

139 

7.3 

4/2. OT 

135 

270 

A/8 

xDrive50i 

1 157 670 

9.6 

224 

5.83 V8/4.4T 

330 

650 

A/8 

420d 

539 410 

4.7 

124 

7.5 

4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

M/8 

M50d 

1 215 438 

6.6 

173 

5.3 6/3.0TD 

280 

740 

A/8 

420d auto 



J21. 

_J/JL_4/2,.QID. 

135 

380 

A/8 

X5M 

1 722 659 

11.1 

258 

4.2 V8/4.4T 423 

750 

A/8 


586 988 6,6 15_4_5...9_AL/2..0T_|.80_3J_0_M/6_ 


605 170 6.3 147 5.8 4/2.0T 180 350 A/8 


I 5.62 6/3.0T 225 400 A/8 


X6 


VERDICT I The excellent X5 in a skin-tight tracksuit 


1 068 118 8.8 204 4.3 6/3.0T 317 550 M/6 


1 117 992 8.3 194 4.65 6/3.0T 317 550 D/7 


6.8 159 8.2 4/2.0T 135 270 M/6 


617 388 6.6 154 8.3 4/2.0T 135 270 A/8 


6.8 159 6.4 4/2.0T 180 350 M/6 


6.6 154 6.4 4/2.0T 180 350 A/8 


^57^6_^j5_J76_5j5_^/3;0L_225_^00_^^ 


A21.3i)42__9_.1_213 4.6 6/3.0T 317 550 M/6 


1 262 916 8.7 203 4.4 6/3.0T _317_^^(LD/A_ 


X6 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

xDrive35i 

993 503 

8.5 

198 

6.4 6/3.0T 

225 400 

A/8 

xDrive40d 

1J}Mit2 

_&.2_ 

163 

_5.J__6/jlQTD__2aQ_ 

630 

A/8 

xDrive50i 

1 220 273 

9.7 

225 

4.8 V8/4.4T 

330 

650 

A/8 

M50d 

1 385 540 

6.6 


5.2 6/3.0TD 

280 

740 


X6M 

1 757 659 

11.1 

258 

4.75 V8/4.4T 

423 

750 

A/8 


1 6 SERIES /M6 




1 




1 VERDICT 1 The very essence of Teutonic grand touring 



pt 

6 SERIES 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

coupe 








640i 

1 080 335 



5.3 6/3.0T 

235 

_4^ 


640d 

1 120 360 

5.4 

143 

5.3 6/3.0TD 

230 

630 

A/8 

650i 

1 438 105 

8.6 

199 

4.6 V8/4.4T 

330 

650 

A/8 

M6 

1 690 491 

9.9 

232 

4.2 V8/4.4T 

412 

680 

D/7 


M6 Competition 

1 838 091 

9.9 

232 

3.9 V8/4.4T 

441 

700 

D/7 

Gran Coupe 

640i 

1 127 540 

7.5 


5.4 6/3.0T 

235 

450 

A/8 

640d 

1 167 668 

5.5 

146 

5.93 6/3.0TD 

230 

630 

A/8 

650i 

1 479 605 

8.6 

J99_ 

5.42 V8/4.4T 

330 

650 


M6 

1 761 491 

9.9 

232 

4.2 V8/4.4T 

412 

680 

D/7 

M6 Competition 

1 895 491 

9.9 

232 

3.9 V8/4.4T 

441 

700 

D/7 

convertible 

640i 

1 169 246 

7.6 

176 

5.5 6/3.0T 

235 

450 

A/8 

650i 

1 515 029 

8.9 

208 

4.6 V8/4.4T 

330 

650 

A/8 

M6 

1 803 209 

10.3 

239 

4.47 V8/4.4T 

412 

680 

D/7 

M6 Competition 

1 950 809 

10.3 

239 

4.0 V8/4.4T 

441 

700 

D/7 


1 7 SERIES 1 






J” 


1 VERDICT 1 Tech-laden limo a treat from every seat 



7 SERIES 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

730d 

1 346 629 

5.0 


6.1 6/3.0TD 

195 

620 

A/8 

740i 


-SJ- 


5.5 6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 

750i 

1 735 566 

7.9 

184 

4.7 V8/4.4T 

330 

650 

A/8 

750Li 

1 869 374 

8.0 

187 

4.7 V8/4.4T 

330 

650 

A/8 


■8 


VERDICT 1 3-cylinder hybrid sports car is a revelation 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 790 000 2.1 49 4.89 3/1. 5+e 266 570e A/6 


CHANGAN 


hriin 1 


VERDICT 1 Tempting price, credible design, but untried | 

^ 4 ^ 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

85 990 n/a 184 n/a 4/1.0 39 78 M/5 


n/a 189 n/a 4/1.3 60 102 M/5 


105 990 n/a 189 n/a 4/1.3 60 102 M/5 


1 CHERY 

10^ 

1 

In 

VERDICT 1 Chev Spark clone on the cheap 


QQ3 

0.8 TE 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

93 900 6.8 156 20.0 3/0.8 38 70 M/5 


104 900 6.8 156 20.0 3/0.8 38 70 M/5 


5.7 133 18.5 4/1.1 50 90 M/5 


VERDICT I Not styled by Xerox. Good. No brand equity. 1 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

129 900 7.0 160 16.0 4/1.3 61 114 M/5 


VERDICT I still no match for small hatch establishment 




PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

144 900 7.4 176 15.1 4/1.5 72 140 M/5 


J3 


VERDICT I Solid, inoffensive effort but still not convincin 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

209 900 8.3 194 n/a 4/1.6 93 160 M/5 


VERDICT I Nosejob for Christopher Robin’s soft-roader 




TIGGO 

1.6 TXE 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

234 900 8.6 201 n/a 4/1.6 93 160 M/5 


P10 


VERDICT I Good attempt at a 15 seater. Lacks character 


P10 

2.0TCI 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

289 900 11.0 263 n/a 4/2.0T 125 235 M/5 



□AM CAPE TOIVW OfiH 7lt 






















THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 107 


CHEVROLET 


SPARK LITE' 


1 VERDICT 1 Cheap. Outdated. 


SPARK LITE 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

1.0 LS 

^-3-aa_ 


_13_5_1_£.^ 

4/1.0 

_JL9_8_'^My.5_ 


1 SPARK 




in 


1 VERDICT 1 Likeable new Chev ‘too young’ for some 

SPARK 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

1.2 Campus 

125 700 

5.4 

129 13.3 

4/1.2 

60 108 M/5 

1.2 Curve 

131 000 

5.4 

129 13.3 

4/1.2 

60 108 M/5 

1.2 L 

136 200 

5.4 

129 13.3 

_4/l^ 

60 108 M/5 

1.2 LS 

145 300 

5.4 

129 13.3 

4/1.2 

60 108 M/5 

1.2 LT 

156 000 

5.4 

129 13.3 

4/1.2 

60 108 M/5 


1 UTILITY 1 


1 VERDICT 1 Still the benchmark despite polarising looks 

UTILITY 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

1.4 UteWorking Edition 

142 900 

7.2 

171 12.8 

4/1.4 

68 120 M/5 

1.4 

14^3JIQ_ 

— 7.2- 

_1L1_12^8_ 

4/1.4 

63 _ 1 2.Q_My_5 

1.4 UteSurf Edition 


— 7.2- 

_17_1__12._8_. 

4/1.4 

63 120- My_5 

1.4 Club 

172 600 

7.2 

171 12.8 

4/1.4 

68 120 M/5 

1.4 Sport 

193 700 

7.2 

171 12.8 

4/1.4 

68 120 M/5 

1.8 

165 000 

8.1 

193 9.8 

4/1.8 

77 161 M/5 

1.8 UteSurf Edition 

170 300 

8.1 

193 9.8 

4/1.8 

77 161 M/5 

1.8 Club 

177 800 

8.1 

193 9.8 

4/1.8 

77 161 M/5 

1.8 Sport 

199 900 

8.1 

193 9.8 

4/1.8 

77 161 M/5 


1 AVEO 1 


1 VERDICT 1 Ageing fast. Stretch for a Sonic instead 


AVEO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

hatch 1.6 L 

148 50.0 

— L3- 

173—1 15 

4/1.6 

77 145 M/5 

sedan 1.6 L 

153 300 

7.3 

173 11.6 

4/1.6 

77 145 M/5 

sedan 1.6 LS 

166 000 

7.3 

173 11.6 

4/1.6 

77 145 M/5 

sedan 1.6 LS auto 

180 100 

7.7 

184 12.1 

4/1.6 

77 145 A/4 


SONIC 


VERDICT I Strong, sporty style. Stronger rivals 


SONIC 

hatch 1 .6 LS 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

203 800 6.5 155 11.3 4/1.6 85 155 M/5 


211 900 6.4 152 11.3 4/1.6 85 155 M/5 


sedan 1.6 LS auto 

222 900 

6.9 

164 11.7 

4/1.6 

85 

155 

A/6 

hatch 1.4TRS 

241 700 

6.6 

155 9.29 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

M/6 


1 CRUZE 

1 1 





1 VERDICT 1 As the name suggests, good for cruisin’ 


CRUZE 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sedan 1.6 L 

231 600 

_6.J_ 

157 12.8 

4/1.6 

-86- 

155 

M/5 

sedan 1.6 LS 

248 500 

6.7 

157 12.8 

4/1.6 

86 

155 

M/5 

sedan 1.4T LS 

263 900 

5.8 

135 9.3 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

sedan 1.4T LS auto 

273 800 

6.8 

157 10.4 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

A/6 

hatch 1 .6 LS 

252 100 

6.7 

158 12.8 

4/1.6 

86 

155 

M/5 

hatch 1.4TLS 

269 200 

5.8 

135 9.3 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

M/6 


ORLANDO 


VERDICT I Wagon for the stay-at-home dad 


ORLANDO 

1.8 LS 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

305 900 7.2 171 12.0 4/1.8 104 176 M/5 



387 900 8.8 210 11.0 4/2.4 123 230 A/6 

402 600 7.9 209 n/a 4/2.2TD 135 400 A/6 


TRAILBLAZER 


VERDICT I More practical than King Fortuner 


469 900 6.7 155 8.2 4/1.6T 147 275 M/6 


TRAILBLAZER 

2.5D LT 


PRICE 

439 300 


2.8D LTZ auto 


9.5 254 10.6 4/2.8TD 144 500 A/6 


556700 8.0 215 11.4 4/2. 8TD 144 440 M/6 


2.8D 4x4 LTZ auto 


9.5 254 10.6 4/2.8TD 144 500 A/6 


CHRYSLER 

1 GRAND VOYAGER 


VERDICT 1 Grand American for grand-sized Americans 



GRAND VOYAGER 

2.8CRD LX 


PRICE 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

8.4 222 12.8 4/2.8TD 120 360 A/6 


2.8CRD Limited 


_6m^Ji)_aJL_222_12,.8^2.6T^12(L^60^ 


300C 


VERDICT I Bold capable exec often ignored 


300C 

3.6 Luxury Series 


PRICE 

601 990 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

9.7 227 7.7 V6/3.6 


13.0 303 5.0 V8/6.4 347 631 A/5 


CITROEN 


VERDICT I More sophistication, much more price 




PRICE 

168 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

4.3 99 11.0 3/1.2 


KW NM GEAR 

60 116 M/5 


VTi 82 Airscape Feel 


194 900 4.3 99 11.0 3/1.2 60 116 M/5 


VERDICT I New headlights but still a proper Mini Cooper 


DS3 

60kW Design 


PRICE 

244 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

4.7 109 12.3 3/1.2 


e-THP81kW Style 
88kW Style auto 


284 900 

299 900 


4.5 104 10.6 3/1.2T 

6.6 150 10.9 4/1.6 


81 205 M/5 

88 160 A/4 


CabrIoe-THP 81 kW Style 

e-THP120kW Sport 


314 900 4.5 104 10.7 3/1.2T 81 205 M/5 


329 900 5.6 129 7.78 4/1 .6T 120 240 M/6 


C4 CACTUS 


VERDICT I Fun, comfy and bubble-wrapped cool 


C4 CACTUS 

60kW Feel 


e-THP81kW Feel 


264 900 4.7 107 9.3 3/1.2T 81 205 M/5 


e-THP81kW Shine 


^89900_^;^J0^_9j3__3/12^^1_^05_M^ 


C4 PICASSO 


VERDICT 1 Unusually pretty, properly sorted MPV 

1 

C4 PICASSO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

e-HDi 85kW Seduction 

330 900 

4.0 

105 13.6 4/1.6TD 

85 270 M/6 

e-HDi 85kW Intensive 

350 900 


105 13.6 4/1.6TD 

85 270 M/6 

e-THP121kW Intensive 

374 900 

5.6 

130 9.3 4/1.6T 

121 240 A/6 


C4AIRCROSS 


VERDICT 1 Sassy French suit can’t hide Japanese roots 

C4AIRCROSS 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

2.0i Comfort 

337 900 

7.5 

178 9.3 4/2.0 

113 198 M/5 

2.0i Seduction auto 

360 900 

7.6 

180 10.2 4/2.0 

113 198 C/V 


HD1 115 Seduction 


376 900 


119 10.8 4/1 .6TD 84 270 M/6 


HDi 115 4WD Comfort 


387 900 4.9 129 11.6 4/1.6TD 84 270 MI6 


2.01 4WD Exclusive 41£^gg 8.1 191 10.9 4/2.0 113 198 C/V 

I DISPATCH m 


VERDICT I Practical people carrier. Nothing more 


DISPATCH MULTISPACE 

HDi 160 Comfort 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

-4-24-MQ 7.6 199 13.6 4/2.0TD 120 340 A/6 




VERDICT 1 Presidential style meets crashy ride 



DS5 

THP 155 Style 


476 900 6.1 158 10.1 4/2.0TD 120 340 A/6 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

7.4 195 11.7 4/2.5TD 120 380 M/6 


DATSUN 

VERDICT I Dull styling, no ABS. Airbag only on Lux model. 




PRICE 

95 200 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

5.2 123 13.3 3/1.2 50 104 M/5 


108 200 5.2 123 13.3 3/1.2 50 104 M/5 


DFSK 


VERDICT I Unbelievably low pricing. Warning! 




MINI TRUCK 

KOI 1.0 


PRICE 

- 7 ^ 0 - 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

n/a n/a n/a 4/1.0 35 76 M/5 


n/a n/a n/a 4/1.3 58 103 M/5 


KW NM GEAR 

210 340 A/8 


106 990 n/a n/a n/a 4/1.3 58 103 M/5 


DODGE 


JOURNEY 


VERDICT I Better inside, but still off course 


JOURNEY 

3.6 R/T 

Crossroad 3.6 


PRICE 

476 990 

496 990 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

10.4 242 n/a V6/3.6 


KW NM GEAR 

206 353 A/6 


10.4 242 n/a V6/3.6 206 353 A/6 


FAW 





VERDICT 1 Cheap, garish and uninspiring 


KW NM GEAR 

60 118 M/5 


1.3 DLX 

1.3#Like 


PRICE 

109 995 

119 995 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

6.5 155 n/a 4/1.3 

6.5 155 n/a 4/1.3 


KW NM GEAR 

67 120 M/5 

67 120 M/5 


SIRIUS S80 


VERDICT I Sounds grand, probably isn’t 


SIRIUS S80 

1.3 Comfort 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

JM995_^j5_J7^jT/a_^/13__6^J22_M/^ 


8.1 191 n/a 4/1.5 75 140 M/5 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

229 900 4.6 107 14.5 3/1.2 60 118 M/5 


?.1 191 n/^ 4/1 .5 75 140 M/5 


FERRARI 


VERDICT I ‘Entry-level’ Ferrari a turbocharged triumph 


CALIFORNIA T 

California T 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

3 668 000 10.5 250 3.6 V8/3.9T 412 755 D/7 


1 458 


VERDICT 1 430 successor is a big leap. One worth taking 


458 

Spider 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

4 610 000 13.3 307 3.4 V8/4.5 419 540 D/7 


VERDICT I More powerful, more beautiful 458 


488 

488 GTB 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

4 600 000 11.4 _2ML^iLV8a.,9T 492 760 D/7 


488 Spider 


11.4 260 3.0 V8/3.9T 492 760 D/7 


FF 


1 VERDICT IFF for Very Fast 


FF PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

FF 5 150 000 15.4 360 3.7 V12/6.3 

KW NM GEAR 

485 683 D/7 


fFi2 



VERDICT 1 Glorious V12, provocative body. Epic 



F12 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

5 979 000 15.0 350 3.1 V12/6.3 545 690 D/7 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

438 900 7.3 169 9.7 4/1 .6T 115 240 A/6 


The Audi Q5 with a 3-year Guaranteed 
Future Value for R6 399 p.m. 


VOrspryng durch Technik 


Visit audi.co.za/offers for more information. 


The Audi QS 2-OT FSt S quattro* manual avaiLabte at RS70 OOD, jnct, VAT, with a rnonthly instalment pf R:6 399 pver 39 rnnnths, 

10.26% deposit, balloon value of R 34 2 570, total cost R572 934, 4.33% Unked rate. FNB prime rate currently 9.5%. Offer calculated 
on model in standard i&pedffcation. Subject to change without prior notification. Includes initiation and monthly admin fee of RS7. 

Finance offers are subject to credit approval from Audi Ftnantial Services * a division of Volkswagen Financial Services South Africa 

Proprietary Limited. An Authorised Financial Services and Credit Provider. NCRCP6635. Ts and Cs apply. 3*3^ 


Audi 

FindnciaL Services 
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VERDICT I Feels just like the old car in a new suit 


120 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.2 Motion 

194 900 

5.9 

140 

13.6 

4/1.2 

61 

115 

M/5 

1.2Fiuid 

205 400 

5.9 

140 

13.6 

4/1.2 

61 

115 

M/5 

1.4 Fiuid 

218 400 

6.5 


Jl^ 

_4/l^ 


133 

M/6 

1.4 Fluid auto 

228 400 

7.5 

160 

13.2 

4/1.4 

74 

133 

A/4 

1.4 N Series 

238 000 

6.5 

147 

n/a 

4/1.4 

85 

160 

M/6 


INFINITI 


050 ■ 


ACCENT 


VERDICT I Small sedan buyer: this is money well spent 


ACCENT 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sedan 1.6 Motion 

216 900 

6.1 

145 


_4/l^ 

91 

156 

_M/^ 

sedan 1.6 Fiuid 

233 900 

_&.1- 

-145_ 

-1-0-..2_ 

-4/-l.-6__ 

_91_ 

-15-6- 

-.My_6__ 

sedan 1.6 Fiuid auto 

244 400 

6.4 

151 

11.4 

4/1.6 

91 

156 

A/4 

hatch 1.6 Fluid 

244 400 

6.4 

152 


_4/1^ 

91 

156 

_M/^ 

hatch 1.6 Fluid auto 

254 400 

6.8 

161 

11.4 

4/1.6 

91 

156 

A/4 


VERDICT I Being outshone by turbocharged rivals 



PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.2d 

439 500 

4.8 

125 

8.7 4/2.2TD 125 

400 

M/6 

2.0T Premium 

4_5_a5QQ- 

7.0 

162 

7.2 4/2.0T 155 

350 

-Ay7_ 

2.0T Sport 

482 000 

7.0 

162 

7.2 4/2.0T 155 

350 

A/7 

2.2d Premium 

483 000 

5.0 

133 

8.5 4/2.2TD 125 400 

A/7 

2.2d Sport 

509 500 

5.0 

133 

8.5 4/2.2TD 125 

400 

A/7 

S Hybrid 

614 500 

6.8 

159 

5.1 V6/3.5e 261e 536e 

D/7 

S Hybrid AWD 

639 500 

7.2 

169 

5.4 V6/3.5e 261e 536e 

D/7 


loxso 

■ 


1 




VERDICT 1 Swoopily styled crossover, loaded with kit 1^ 

4 ^ 


QX50 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3.0d 

596 949 

8.5 

224 

7.9 V6/3.0TD 175 

550 

A/7 

3.0d GT 

637 824 

8.5 

224 

7.9 V6/3.0TD 175 

550 

A/7 

3.0d GT Premium 

679 230 

8.5 

224 

8.42V6/3.0TD 175 

550 

A/7 

3.7 GT 

629 070 

12.2 

288 

6.4 V6/3.7 235 

360 

A/7 

3.7 GT Premium 

670 476 

12.2 

288 

6.4 V6/3.7 235 

360 

A/7 


ELANTRA 

1.6 Premium 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

273 900 6.4 152 10.1 4/1.6 96 157 M/6 


300D-Teq 4x4 LX 

410 000 

8.1 

213 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

M/5 

Extended Cab 

250D-Teq Hi-Rider 

317 000 

7.6 

199 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

100 

320 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX 

394 200 

7.7 

202 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX auto 

407 500 

7.7 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

A/5 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX 

451 800 

7.9 

209 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

M/5 

double cab 

250D-Teq Hi-Rider 

325 700 

7.7 

203 

n/a 

4/2. 5TD 

100 

320 

M/5 

250D-Teq LE 

406 200 

7.7 

203 

n/a 

4/2. 5TD 

100 

320 

M/5 

250D-Teq 4x4 LE 

429 100 

7.9 

208 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

100 

320 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX 

463 700 

7.8 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX auto 

474 900 

7.7 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

A/5 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX 

523 600 

7.9 

209 13.084/3.0TD 

130 

380 

M/5 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX auto 

529 700 

7.9 

208 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

A/5 




JAGUAR 


VERDICT I Proper Jaguar, properly expensive 


XE 


1.6 Premium auto 


288 900 6.9 163 11.6 4/1.6 


157 A/6 


VERDICT 1 370Z’s more genteel cousin 


283 900 6.4 152 10.1 4/1.6 96 157 M/6 


1 .6 Executive auto 


298 900 6.9 163 11.6 4/1.6 96 157 A/6 


Q60 

coupe 3.7 GT 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

618 687 11.4 268 5.9 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 


1 130 

■ 

1 VERDICT 1 Korea hits the Golf-class A-list 






coup6 3.7 S 

coupe 3.7 S Premium 

cabrio 3.7 GT Premium 


641 270 11.4 268 5.9 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 

674 569 11.4 268 5.9 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 

701 687 11.4 268 6.4 V6/3.7 223^m_hlJL_ 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

293 400 6.4 152 10.5 4/1.6 95 157 M/6 




1.6 Premium auto 


-3-1-3-9-0-Q 6J_173_115_4yi6 95 157 A/6 


VERDICT I ‘Interestingly’ styled, superbly built 


6.5 157 9.7 4/1.8 110 178 M/6 


Q70 

3.7 GT 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

651 154 10.2 235 6.2 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 


VELOSTER 


VERDICT I Oddly attractive 2+1 door coupe hatch 


VELOSTER 

1 .6 Executive 


PRICE 

305900 


^56* ” * 

L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

_6j8_J^_9j7__4/16_J03_J6^_M/^ 


3.7 GT Premium 


708 205 10.2 235 6.2 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 


3.7 S Premium 


732 426 10.2 235 6.2 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 


672 539 7.5 199 6.9 V6/3.0TD 175 550 A/7 


3.0d GT Premium 


729 590 7.5 199 6.9 V6/3.0TD 175 550 A/7 


1 .6 Executive auto 


325 900 6.8 161 10.3 4/1.6 103 167 D/6 


-69^759 7.5 199 6.9 V6/3.0TD_17^5.5.(L_A/^ 


387 400 7.2 171 7.8 4/1.6T 150 265 M/6 3.0d S Premium 


753 810 7.5 199 6.9 V6/3.0TD 175 550 A/7 


Turbo Elite auto 


^07400__6j9_J65_^j3_^/16^J50_^65__D^ 


|ix35 


VERDICT I Still good but imminent Tucson even better 


0X70 


VERDICT I ‘Flollywood’ SUV: puts on a show, lacks below 





PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

20d Pure 

534 800 

4.2 

109 

7.8 

4/2. OTD 

132 

430 

M/6 

20d Prestige 

590 400 

4.2 

109 

7.8 

4/2.0TD 

132 

430 

A/8 

25t Prestige 

644 953 

7.5 

179 

6.8 

4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/8 

20d R-Sport 

614 000 

4.2 

109 

7.8 

4/2.0TD 

132 

430 

A/8 

25t R-Sport 

668 653 

7.5 

179 

6.8 

4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/8 

20d Portfolio 

654 600 




_4/2j0^ 


430 

A/8 

25t Portfolio 

709 253 

—7.-5- 

J7g_ 


-4/2J)J_ 

177 

340 

A/8 

S 

_215622 


194 

_5J_ 

-V6/aiIS_2-5i)_45_0_ 

A/8 



1 

1 Ar 


- 



- ■ T_.'J 



VERDICT 1 Oldest cat still purrs. Replaced soon 


XF 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2. 2D Luxury 

637 199 

5.1 

158 

8.5 

4/2.2TD 

147 

450 

A/8 

2.0 i4 Luxury 

657 326 

8.9 

207 

7.9 

4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/8 

2. 2D Premium Luxury 

712 699 

5.1 

158 

8.5 

4/2.2TD 

147 

450 

A/8 

2.0 i4 Premium Luxury 

731 726 

8.9 

207 

7.9 

4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/8 

3.0 Supercharged R-Sport 

832 170 

9.4 

224 

5.9 

V6/3.0S 

250 

450 

A/8 

3.0 Supercharged Premium Luxury 910 970 

9.4 

224 

5.9 

V6/3.0S 

250 

450 

A/8 

3.0D S Premium Luxury 

918 727 

6.0 

169 

6.4 V6/3.0TD 202 

600 

A/8 

XFR 

1 349 690 

11.6 270 

-A.3_y-aL5JLS- 

375 

625 

A/8 

XFR-S 

1 487 590 

11.6 

270 

4.6 

V8/5.0S 

405 

680 

A/8 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 


ix35 

2.0 Premium 

PRICE 

346 900 

L/100 

8.5 

C02 0-100 

201 10.7 

1 PIT 

4/2.0 

KW 

116 

NM 

192 

GEAR 

M/6 

3.7 GT 

734 000 

12.3 291 

6-8 V6/3.7 

235 

360 

-Ag_ 

IF-TYPE 




-Jt 

m 

4 


3.7 GT Premium 

794 000 

12.3 291 

6.8 V6/3.7 

235 

360 

A/7 

1 VERDICT 1 Jag’s first sports car In decades Is the real deal 

2.0 Premium Special Edition 

367 900 

8.5 

201 

10.7 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

M/6 

3.7 S 

779 000 

12.3 291 

6.8 V6/3.7 

235 

360 

A/7 

F-TYPE 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 Premium auto 

362 900 

_8^ 

_20^ 

11.5 

4/2.0 


J9^ 

A/6 

3.7 S Premium 

-8_3JQD_Q_ 

12.3 291 

6..B V6L3.7 

235 

360 

-A/7_ 


924 205 

8.4 

199 5.3 V6/3.0S 

250 

450 

A/8 

2.0 Premium auto Special Edition 383 400 

8.9 

207 

11.5 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

A/6 

3.7 S Black 

852 500 

12.3 291 

6.8 V6/3.7 

235 

360 

A/7 


941 505 

8.4 

199 5.3 V6/3.0S 

250 

450 

A/8 

1.7CRDi Premium 

373 400 

5.3 

139 

12.4 4/1 .7TD 

85 

260 

M/6 

3.0d GT 

765 500 

9.0 238 

8.3 V6/3.0TD 

175 

550 

A/7 


1 062 316 

8.6 

203 4.9 V6/3.0S 

280 

460 

A/8 

1.7CRDi Premium Special Edition 393 400 

5.3 

139 

12.4 4/1 .7TD 

85 

260 

M/6 

3.0d GT Premium 

-8_1&_5(1Q_ 

9.0 238 

-A.3_VS/-3JIT-D-_1.75_ 

550 

A/7 

S convertible 

1 079 616 

8.6 

203 5.04 V6/3.0S 280 460 


2.0 Executive 

388 400 

8.5 

204 

10.7 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

M/6 

3.0dS 

801 500 

9.0 238 

8.3 V6/3.0TD 

175 

550 

A/7 

R coupe 

1 669 551 

10.7 

255 4.2 V8/5.0S 

405 

680 

A/8 

2.0 Executive Speciai Edition 

403 400 

8.5 

204 

10.7 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

M/6 

3.0d S Premium 

861 500 

9.0 238 

8.3 V6/3.0TD 

175 

550 

A/7 

R convertible 

1 686 851 

10.7 

255 4.2 V8/5.0S 

405 

680 

A/8 


^m00_8J_200_J15_^£j0_J16_J92_^^ 


^TSmO 9._Q_23_^,.3.^/_3J3TD_175_^.5,Q_A/7_ 


1 760 187 11.3 269 4.08 V8/5.0S 405 680 A/8 


2.0 Elite Special Edition 


428 400 8.8 200 11.5 4/2.0 116 192 A/6 


5.0 S Premium 


935 000 13.1 312 6.02 V8/5.0 _287_5i)_0_A/.7_ 


2.0CRDi Elite Special Edition 463 900 

6.5 170 9.4 4/2.0TD 130 383 M/6 



2.0CRDi 4WD Elite 505 400 

7.2 190 9.8 4/2.0TD 130 392 A/6 

1 VERDICT 1 Glitzy, desert-friendly mobile apartment 

1 


XJ 


VERDICT I No chauffeur required 


2.0CRDi 4WD Elite Special Edition 525 400 7.2 190 9.8 4/2.0TD 130 392 A/6 


VERDICT I Nine seats plus room for the luggage 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

1 265 000 14.8 350 7.5 V8/5.6 298 560 A/7 


14 Luxury 

3.0D Luxury 


PRICE L/100 

986 947 9.0 

1 287 766 7.0 


C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

215 7.9 4/2.0T 177 340 A/8 

184 6.2 V6/3.0TD 221 700 A/8 


3. OP Premium Luxury 


1 412 8 


7.0 184 6.2 V6/3.0TD 221 700 A/8 


2.4 wagon GLS 


PRICE 

449 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

10.2 241 13.11 4/2.4 


KW NM GEAR 

126 224 M/5 


2.5CRDi wagon GLS 


531 400 9.8 260 14.5 4/2.5TD 120 392 A/5 


VERDICT I Impressive and attractive but only in diesel 


ISUZU 


133 



VERDICT 1 Capable and well priced. 




3.0 Supercharged R-Sport 

XJR 


1 608 937 9.1 211 5.9 V6/3.0S 250 450 A/8 

2 194 290 11.1 270 4.6 V8/5.0S 405 680 A/8 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

219 400 7.9 208 n/a 4/2.5TD 58 170 i\/l/5 


14 Premium Luxury 


1 213 047 9.0 215 7.9 4/2.0T 177 340 


241 500 7.9 208 n/a 4/2.5TD 58 170 M/5 


3.0D Premium Luxury 

3.0 Supercharged Portfolio 


1 503 666 7.0 184 6.2 V6/3.0TD 221 700 A/8 

1 670 137 9.1 211 5.9 V6/3.0S 250 450 A/8 


SANTA FE 

2.2CRDi Eiite 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

659 900 8.0 198 9.8 4/2.2TD 145 436 A/6 


250D-Teq Fleetside 


270 600 7.6 199 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 320 M/5 


5.0SuperchargedAutobiography2 403 990 11.1 270 4.9 V8/5.0S 375 625 A/8 


2.2CRDi 4WD Eiite 


^99_900_^j3_^06_ja0J£j2TD_J45_^36_^^ 


307 600 7.6 199 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 320 i\/l/5 


357 400 8.2 217 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 320 i\/l/5 


355 700 7.7 203 n/a 4/3.0TD 130 380 M/5 



<JiK TQVIWifttI ni 



















THE GCX)D, THE BAD & THE UGLY 111 



340 990 6.0 141 11.8 4/1.6 81 152 M/5 


6.0 140 10,9 4/1.4T 103 230 M/6 


1.6L Multijet Limited 


389 990 4.6 120 10.2 4/1. 6TD 88 320 M/6 


1.4LT 4x4 Limited 


435 990 6.9 160 8.8 4/1.4T 125 250 A/9 


2.4L 4x4 Trailhawk 


450 990 9.8 230 n/a 4/2.4 137 232 A/9 


VERDICT I The Koreans do compact FWD SUVs better 


COMPASS 

2.0L Limited 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

^77a9_Q 7.6 175 10.6 4/2..0_1_1.5_m0_M/^ 


2.0L Limited auto 


^S,0_MP_&.2_190 n/a 4/2.0 _1l5_1S_0_Ci.\L_ 


1 PATRIOT BRHH 


VERDICT 1 Jeep Lite for the boys 





PATRIOT 

2.4L Limited 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

376 990 8.5 196 10.7 4/2.4 125 220 l\/l/5 


2.4L Limited auto 


9.0 208 n/a 4/2.4 125 220 A/6 


WRANGLER 


VERDICT I Still a Wrangler, but now with fewer bad bits 


WRANGLER 

3.6L Sahara 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

494 990 11.0 256 8.1 V6/3.6 209 347 A/5 


520 990 11.4 266 8.1 V6/3.6 209 347 M/6 


Unlimited 3.6L Sahara 


540 990 11.7 273 8.9 V6/3.6 209 347 A/5 


Unlimited 3.6L Rubicon 


566 990 11.9 276 8.9 V6/3.6 209 347 A/5 


Uniimited 2.8CRD Sahara 601 990 8.3 217 10.7 4/2.8TD 147 460 A/5 


CHEROKEE 


VERDICT I Sophisticated, refined and boldly packaged 


CHEROKEE 

2.4L Longitude 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

523 990 8.3 193 11.43 4/2.4 130 229 A/9 


565 990 9.5 221 8.1 V6/3.2 200 315 


3.2L 4x4 Limited 


616 990 10.0 232 8.1 V6/3.2 200 315 A/9 


3.2L4x4Traiihawk 


668 990 10.0 232 8.4 V6/3.2 200 315 A/9 


1 GRAND CHEROKEE I 


1 VERDICT 1 Closes the chasm to European rivals 


GRAND CHEROKEE 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM 

GEAR 

3.6L Limited 

724 990 

10.4 244 8.3 V6/3.6 

210 347 

A/8 

3.6L Overiand 

799 990 

10.4 244 8.3 V6/3.6 

210 347 

A/8 

3.6L Summit 

■mi_a9_o_. 

1DL4 244 8JV6/3J_ 

210^7 

- A/8_ ■ 

3.0CRD Limited 

846 990 

7.5 198 8.2 V6/3.0TD 179 569 

A/8 

3.0CRD Overland 

917 990 

7.5 198 8.2 V6/3.0TD 

179 569 

A/8 

3.0CRD Summit 

1 019 990 

7.5 198 8.2 V6/3.0TD 

179 569 

_A/^_ 

5.7L Overland 

835 990 

13.0 304 7.3 V8/5.7 

259 520 

A/8 

SRT 

1 099 990 

14.0 327 5.0 V8/6.4 

344 624 

A/8 



JMC 

1 BOARDING 




1 VERDICT 1 Weirdly-named cheap Chinese KB clone 

BOARDING 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM 

GEAR 

2.8TD 

159 880 

8.0 208 n/a 4/2.8TD 

84 235 

IVI/5 

2.8TD Lux 

169 880 

8.0 208 n/a 4/2.8TD 

84 235 

IVI/5 

2.8TD double cab Lux 

186 880 

8.7 225 n/3 4i2^TD 

_84_235_ 

M/5 

2.8TD double cab 4x4 Lux 

_m88_Q_ 

8.7 225 n/a 4/2.8TD 

84 235 

M/5 


1 VIGUS 1 

1 

1^ 


1 VERDICT 1 Better than Boarding In every way 


VIGUS 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM 

GEAR 

double cab 





2.4 LX 

249 990 

10,2 242 n/a 4/2.4 

95 201 

M/5 

2.4 SLX 

279 990 

10,2 242 n/a 4/2.4 

95 201 

M/5 

2.4 4x4 LX 

315 990 

10.7 254 n/a 4/2.4 

95 201 

M/5 

2.4TDCi LX 

279 990 

8.0 213 n/a 4/2.4TD 

88 290 

M/5 

2.4TDCi SLX 

309 990 

8.0 213 n/a 4/2.4TD 

88 290 

M/5 


LANDWIND 5 

2.0T Lux 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

269 880 8.5 201 11.0 4/2.0T 140 250 A/6 


1 KIA H 

1 




VERDICT 1 Bllnkjmimy^lss-lt tweak. Still brilliant 



PICANTO 

1.0 LS 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

-115-^ 4^— 1-mA3_3i1.0 51 94 M/5 


^-1-^ 4.9 117 14.3 3/1.0 51 94 M/5 


154 995 5.6 132 n/a 3/1.0 51 94 A/4 


156 995 5.0 119 11.67 4/1.2 65 120 M/5 


6.0 144 n/a 4/1.2 65 120 A/4 


IRIO 1 


1 VERDICT 1 New bumpers, old engines for popular hatch | 



RIO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 









1.2 

189 995 

5 4 

J22_ 

13.1 


_6^ 

J20_ 

M/5 

1.4 

214 995 

6.4 

151 

11.5 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

M/6 

1 .4 auto 

227 995 

7.0 

165 

13.2 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

A/4 

1.4 Tec 

227 995 

— 6A_ 


11.5 

^IT^ 

_^9_ 


M/6 

1 .4 Tec auto 

240 995 


165 

13.2 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

A/4 

sedan 

1.2 

189 995 


J29_ 



65 

J20_ 

_M/^_ 

1.4 

214 9.9i_ 

— 6A_ 



4/1.4 


135 

M/6 

1.4 auto 

227 995 

7.0 

165 

13.2 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

A/4 

1.4 Tec 

227 995 


151 

11.5 

_^/l^ 

_^9_ 

135 

_M/^_ 

1.4 Tec auto 

240 995 

7.0 

165 

13.2 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

A/4 


1 SOUL ■ 




~3 



VERDICT 1 2nd-gen adds refinement to funky urban mix 


SOUL 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.6 Start 

264 995 

7.9 

188 11.53 

4/1.6 

91 

152 

M/6 

1.6 Start auto 

277 995 

7.5 

178 

12.5 

4/1.6 

91 

152 

A/6 

2.0 Street 

299 995 

7.5 



4/2.0 


J92_ 

M/6 

2.0 Smart auto 

J4QJ_9_5_ 

7,9 

JgT. 

10.2 

4/2.0 

-1-1£- 

192 

A/6 

1.6D Street 


5.2 

J2L 

10.8 4/1 .6TD 


260 

M/6 

1.6D Smart auto 

369 995 

6.2 

164 

12.2 4/1 .6TD 

94 

260 

A/6 


1 CERATO 


VERDICT 1 Serious In-house competition for Elantra 

CERATO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 









1.6 EX 

272 995 

6.5 

154 

10.1 

4/1.6 

95 

157 

M/6 

1.6 EX auto 

285 995 

6.8 

160 

11.6 

4/1.6 

95 

157 

A/6 

2.0 EX 

Jm5_95 

— 6_._9_ 

J-64_ 

-a,_5_ 

4/2.0 

-1-18_ 

JL94_ 

M/6 

2.0 EX auto 

317 995 

7.2 

170 

9.3 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

A/6 

2.0 SX 

334 995 

6.9 

164 

8.5 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

M/6 

2.0 SX auto 

347 995 

7.2 

170 

9.3 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

A/6 

sedan 

1.6 EX 

272 995 

6.5 

154 

10.1 

4/1.6 

95 

157 

M/6 

1.6 EX auto 

285 995 

6.8 

160 

11.6 


95 

157 

A/6 

2.0 EX 

304 995 

6.9 

164 

-a,j_ 

4/2.0 

Jl^ 

194 

M/6 

2.0 EX auto 

317 995 

7.2 

170 

9.3 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

A/6 

2.0 SX 

334 995 

6.9 


8.5 

4/2.0 

J1^ 


_M/^_ 

2.0 SX auto 

347 995 

7.2 

170 

9.3 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

A/6 

Koup 

1.6T 

363 995 




4/1 6T 


265 

M/B 

1.6T auto 




1^ 

.id- 

4/1 .67 

1^ 

265 

A/6 


VERDICT I Shaded by Qashqai and CX-5. Replaced soon 


SPORTAGE 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 Ignite 

354 995 

8.7 

207 10.7 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

M/6 

2.0 

386 995 

8.7 

207 10.7 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

M/6 

2.0 auto 

399 995 

8.9 

213 11.5 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

A/6 


2.0CRDi 

416 995 

6.7 

175 

9.4 

4/2.0TD 

130 

382 

M/6 

2.0CRDi auto 

429 995 

7.3 

192 

9.6 

4/2.0TD 

130 

392 

A/6 

2.0CRDiTec auto 

449 995 

7.3 

192 

9.6 

4/2.0TD 

130 

392 

A/6 

2.0 AWD 

421 995 


297 

11.9 

472J) 

119 

192 

M/6 

2.0 AWD auto 

434 995 

8.9 

213 

11.7 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

A/6 

2.0CRDiAWD 

451 995 

6.7 

175 

9.8 

4/2.0TD 

130 

382 

M/6 

2.0CRDi AWD auto 

464 995 

7.3 

192 

9.8 

4/2.0TD 

130 

392 

A/6 

2.0CRDi AWD Tec auto 

484 995 

7.3 

192 

9.8 

4/2.0TD 

130 

392 

A/6 

2.0CRDi AWD Explore auto 

507 995 

7.3 

192 

9.8 

4/2.0TD 

130 

392 

A/6 


I SORENTO 


VERDICT I Lots of car for lots of money 


SORENTO 

2.4 LS 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

389 995 9.2 220 10.5 4/2.4 127 225 M/6 


511 995 6.7 174 9.3 4/2.2TD 147 440 A/6 


2.2CRDi AWD EX 


611 995 6.7 174 9.3 4/2.2TD 147 440 A/6 


2.2CRDi AWD SX 


646 995 6.8 177 9.6 4/2.2TD 147 440 A/6 


1 GRAND SEDONA | 


VERDICT 1 Looks grand. Is grand, costs grand 



GRAND SEDONA 

2.2CRDi EX 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

499 995 8.0 208 13.6 4/2.2TD 147 440 A/6 


^25^95_^j0_^08_J3JJ^2TD_J4^^40_ 


669 995 8.0 208 13.6 4/2.2TD 147 440 A/6 


605 995 10.9 260 8.6 V6/3.3 199 318 A/6 


649 995 10.9 260 8.6 V6/3.3 199 318 A/6 


1 LAMBORGHINI 1 

1 HURACAN Em ■BSWWtfl 


VERDICT 1 Blows Gallardo Into the history books 


HURACAN 

LP610-4 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

4 795 000 12.5 290 3.2 V10/5.2 449 560 D/7 


AVENTADOR 


AVENTADOR | Less scare, more dramatic flair 


AVENTADOR 

LP700-4 coupe 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

7 195 000 16.0 370 2.9 V12/6.5 515 690 S/7 


LP700-4 Roadster 


7 545 000 16.0 370 3.0 V12/6.5 515 690 S/7 


1 LAND ROVER 1 

1 DEFENDER 1 

a 



VERDICT 1 Best 4x4xfar, or the worst. Dies soon 

9 

¥ 


DEFENDER 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

90 TD station wagon S 

554 700 

10.0 266 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

90 TD station wagon Heritage 

617 600 

10.0 266 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

90 TD station wagon Adventure 671 500 

10.0 266 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

110 TD pick-up E 

517 300 

11.1 295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

110 TD high-capacity pick-up E 533 900 

11.1 295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

110 TD hardtop E 

538 200 

11.1 295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

110 TD station wagon S 

594 900 

11.1 295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

110 TD station wagon Heritage 

680 600 

11.1 295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

110 TD station wagon Adventure 718 800 

11.1 295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

110 TD double cab S , 

614 100 

11.1 295 15.8 4/2.2TD 


360 

M/6 

130 TD crew cab E 

623 200 

11.1 295 

17.0 4/2.2TD 

SSL. 

360 

M/6 


1 DISCOVERY SPORT I 

■m 


VERDICT 1 Brilliant baby Disco rewrites the rules 

IP 

DISCOVERY SPORT 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

STD4 

545 901 

6.0 159 

10.3 4/2.2TD 

110 

400 

A/9 

SSD4 

595 020 

6.3 166 

8.9 4/2.2TD 


_4^ 

A/9 

SSi4 

598 200 

8.3 197 

8.2 4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 

SE SD4 

640 320 

6.3 166 

9.88 4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

SE Si4 

643 500 

8.3 197 

8.2 4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 

HSESD4 

697 020 

6.3 166 

8.9 4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

HSE Si4 

700 200 

8.3 197 

8.2 4/2.0T 

JZd 

340 

A/9 

HSE Luxury SD4 

736 120 

6.3 166 

8.9 4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

HSE Luxury Si4 

739 300 

8.3 197 

8.2 4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 


The Audi A4 with a 2-year Guaranteed - 
Future Value for R5 199 p.m. 


Visit audi.co.za/offers for more information. 

The Aydi A4 J.ST FSl multltronic available at R43S 500, SbcL VAT, virith a montbly instalmarvl: of R5 gver 24 months, 10-32^ 
deposit, GFV of 63.05%, total cost R401 2 50, 0.51% linked rate, FNB prime rate of 9.5%. Offer calculated on model In stancfard 
Specificatlofi, Subject to change vvithouc prior nottficatipn. tncludas Initiation and rnonihly admJn fee pf RS7, Finance offers are 
subject to credit approval from Audi Financial Services - a division of Volkswagen Financial Services South Africa Proprietary tirrilted. 
An Authorised Financial Services and Credit Provider. MCRCP663 5. Ts and Cs apply. 
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112 THE GCX>D, THE BAD & THE UGLY 


RANGE ROVER BI»|E 


VERDICT I Not just fancy fashion - capable and fun, too 


VERDICT I Lexus gets all its angles right 


RANGE ROVER EVOQUE 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

NX 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

SESD4 

680 922 

6.3 

167 

8.5 

4/2. 2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

200tE 

550 700 

7.9 

184 

7.1 

4/2.0T 

175 

350 

A/6 

SESi4 

710 090 

8.3 

193 

7.6 

4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 

200t EX 

591 500 

7.9 

184 

7.1 

4/2.0T 

175 

350 

A/6 

HSE Dynamic SD4 

815 622 

6.3 

167 

8.5 

4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

200t F-Sport 

673 100 

7.9 

184 

7.61 

4/2.0T 

175 

350 

A/6 

HSE Dynamic Si4 

844 790 

8.3 

193 

7.6 

4/2. OT 

177 

340 

A/9 

300h EX 

645 700 

6.0 

140 

9.2 

4/2.5e 

145e210+e C/V 


Autobiography SD4 
Autobiography Si4 


865 622 
894 790 


6.3 167 8.5 4/2.2TD 140 420 

8.3 193 7.6 4/2.0T 177 340 


coupe 


1 VERDICT 

1 All the great Lexus qualities remain 


HSE Dynamic SD4 

815 212 6.2 163 8.5 4/2.2TD 140 420 A/9 

GS 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

HSE Dynamic Si4 

844 790 8.3 193 7.6 4/2.0T 177 340 A/9 

350 EX 

693 200 10.0 232 6.0 V6/3.5 

233 378 A/8 



350 F-Sport 

761 200 10.0 232 6.0 V6/3.5 

233 378 A/8 


DISCOVERY 


VERDICT I All the tools you need to go discover 


DISCOVERY 

TDV6 XS 


PRICE 

731 386 


SDV6S 

874 886 

8.8 

230 

9.3 V6/3.0TD 

188 

600 

A/8 

SCV6 SE 

928 529 

_J2j^ 

285 

8.1 V6/3.0S 

250 450 

A/8 

SDV6 SE 

929 286 

8.8 

230 

9.3 V6/3.0TD 

188 

600 

A/8 

SCV6 HSE 

1 024 429 

12.2 285 

8.1 V6/3.0S 

250 450 

A/8 

SDV6 HSE 

1 025 286 

8.8 

230 

9.3 V6/3.0TD 

188 

600 

A/8 


RANGE ROVER SPORT 




VERDICT 1 Sharper, lighter, faster. Sport means business 


RANGE ROVER SPORT 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

SCV6S 

983 074 

_113_264 

7.2 V6/3.0S 

250 450 

A/8 

TDV6S 

1 007 631 

7.9 

209 

7.2 V6/3.0TD 

183 

600 

A/8 

SCV6 SE 

1 080 774 

11.3 

264 

7.2 V6/3.0S 

250 

450 

A/8 

SDV6 SE 

1 167 031 

7.9 

209 

7.2 V6/3.0TD 215 

600 

A/8 

SCV6 HSE 

1 279 774 

11.3 

264 

7.2 V6/3.0S 

250 

450 

A/8 

SDV6 HSE 

1_3.94.531_ 

—I.3_ 

-2QS_ 

_7.2_vm(3TD_215_ 

600 

A/8 

SCV6 HST 

1 393 074 

11.3 

264 

7.1 V6/3.0S 

280 

450 

A/8 

Supercharged HSE Dynamic 

1 521 023 

13.8 

321 

5.37 V8/5.0S 

375 

625 

A/8 

SDV8 HSE Dynamic 

1 531 383 

8.7 

229 

6.9 V8/4.4TD 250 

740 

A/8 

Supercharged Autobiography Dynamic 1 664 323 

13.8 

321 

5.3 V8/5.0S 

375 

625 

A/8 

SDV8 Autobiography Dynamic 1 675 283 

8.7 

229 

6.9 V8/4.4TD 250 

740 

A/8 

SVR 

1 923 125 

13.8 

322 

4.7 V8/5.0S 

405 

680 

A/8 


RANGE ROVER I 


^ 


VERDICT 1 The default luxury SUV 

Vi 

■ 1 


RANGE ROVER 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

Range Rover 








TDV6 Vogue 

1 572 578 

8.6 

227 

7.9 V6/3.0TD 

190 

600 

A/8 

SDV8 Vogue SE 

1 879 483 

8.7 

229 

6.9 V8/4.4TD 250 

740 

A/8 

Supercharged Vogue SE 

1 936 525 

13.8 

322 

5.4 V8/5.0S 

375 

625 

A/8 

SDV8 Autobiography 

2 113 483 

8.7 

229 

6.9 V8/4.4TD 250 

740 

A/8 

Supercharged Autobiography 

2 170 325 

13.8 

322 

5.4 V8/5.0S 

375 

625 

A/8 

Range Rover L 

L SDV8 Autobiography 

2 202 283 

8.7 

229 

7.0 V8/4.4TD 250 

740 

A/8 


L Supercharged Autobiography 2 259 125 

L SDV8 SVAutobiography 3 038 483 


13.8 322 5.8 V8/5.0S 375 625 A/8 

8.7 229 7.0 V8/4.4TD 250 740 A/8 


L Supercharged SVAutobiography 3181 225 13.8 322 5.7 V8/5.0S 405 680 A/8 


LEXUS 


CT 


VERDICT 1 Posh Prius, nothing more 


CT PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

200hE 443 500 4.1 95 10.3 4/1 .8e 

KW NM GEAR 

100e142+e C/V 


1 CO ^ 


VERDICT 1 New-age Camry with all the trimmings 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

464 200 8.0 188 9.8 4/2.5 


KW NM GEAR 

135 235 A/6 


549 100 5.5 130 8.5 4/2.5e 151e213+e C/V 


VERDICT I Sportier, edgier and closer to the benchmark 


PRICE 

518 800 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

175 7.0 4/2.0T 


200t EX 

570 300 

7.5 175 7.0 4/2.0T 180 350 A/8 

350 F-Sport 

627 300 

9.7 225 6.65 V6/3.5 228 375 A/8 


961 900 6.3 147 5.9 V6/3.5e 254e352+e C/V 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

8.8 230 10.4V6/3.0TD 155 520 


RC 


VERDICT I Sharp and sleek. Sportiest Lexus since LFA 


PRICE 

730 900 


350 F-Sport 

I RX 


VERDICT I Lost in a talented pool of rivals 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

9.4 217 6.3 V6/3.5 233 378 A/8 


350 EX 

450h SE 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

748 800 10.6 250 8.0 V6/3.5 204 346 A/6 

951 300 6.3 148 7.8 V6/3.5e 220e317+e C/V 


ror 


VERDICT I Queen Mary II, eat your heart out 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

1 364 400 14.8 350 7.5 V8/5.7 270 530 A/6 


LS 


VERDICT I Credible alternative to the Germans 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

1 453 400 10.7 249 5.7 V8/4.6 285 493 A/8 


MAHINDRA 


VERDICT I Requires a passion for Indian motoring 


BOLERO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.5Di Maxitruck Plus 

1_32_9a5 

7.0 

n/a 

n/a 4/2.5TD 

46 

195 

M/5 

2.5TD Loader 

149 995 

9.5 

251 

n/a 4/2. 5TD 

74 

238 

M/5 

2.5TD 

162 995 

9.5 

251 

n/a 4/2.5TD 

74 

238 

M/5 

2.5TD 4x4 

194 995 

^.5 

251 

jn/a 4i2..5JD 

74 

23? 

M/5 

2.5TD double cab 

185 995 

9.5 

251 

n/a 4/2. 5TD 

74 

235 

M/5 

2.5TD double cab 4x4 

214 995 

9.5 

251 

n/a 4/2. 5TD 

74 

235 

M/5 




GENIO 

2.2CRDe 


PRICE 

184 995 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

7.9 210 n/a 4/2.2TD 


209 995 7.9 210 n/a 4/2.2TD 88 290 M/5 


2.2CRDe double cab 


219 995 7.9 210 n/a 4/2.2TD 89 290 M/5 


QUANTO 


VERDICT I Tell me quanto, quanto, quantoooooo... 


QUANTO 

2.2CRDe 


KW NM GEAR 

180 350 A/8 


IXYLO 


1 ^Ik 

1 VERDICT 1 

Mahindra resurrects the Toyota Condor 


XYLO 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

2.2CRDe E2 

229 995 7.6 200 n/a 4/2.2TD 

89 290 M/5 

2.2CRDe E8 

254 995 7.6 200 n/a 4/2.2TD 

89 290 M/5 


1 SCORPIO 


1 VERDICT 1 

Priced to please, styled not to 


SCORPIO 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

Pik-Up 



2.5TCI Loader 169 995 9.9 260 n/a 4/2.5TD 

74 258 M/5 

2.5TCI 

190 995 9.9 26_0_jn/a_^/2.5JD_ 

74 258 M/5 


2.5TCI 4x4 

2.2CRDe 

234 995 

199 995 

9.9 

8.8 

260 

233 

n/a 4/2. 5TD 

n/a 4/2.2TD 

74 

89 

258 

290 

M/5 

_M/^ 

2.2CRDe Adventure 

232 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 

253 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 4/2. 2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 Adventure 

286 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

Pik-Up double cab 

2.5TCI 

233 995 

9.9 

260 

n/a 4/2.5TD 

74 

258 

M/5 

2.5TCI 4x4 

261 995 

9.9 

260 

n/a 4/2.5TD 

74 

258 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 

254 995 

—8^ 

233 

n/a 4/2.2TD 


290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe Adventure 

287 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 4/2. 2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 

281 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 4/2. 2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 Adventure 

311 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 4/2.2TD 


290 

M/5 

SUV 

2.2CRDe VLX 

249 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 4/2. 2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe VLX Adventure 

275 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 4/2.2TD 

=§S= 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe4x4VLX 

289 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 VLX Adventure 

315 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 




XUV500 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.2CRDeW4 

262 995 

6.5 

171 

n/a 4/2.2TD 

103 

330 

M/6 

2.2CRDeW6 

304 995 

6.5 

171 

n/a 4/2.2TD 

103 

330 

M/6 

2.2CRDeW8 

339 995 

6.5 

171 

n/a 4/2. 2TD 

103 

330 

M/6 

2.2CRDe W8 AWD 

359 995 

7.0 

183 

n/a 4/2. 2TD 

103 

330 

M/6 



1 MASERATI 

GHIBLI 


t. 



VERDICT 1 Excellent 5 Series rival from Italy 


GHIBLI 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

Ghibli 

1 322 000 

— 9..5_ 

223 

5.6 V6/3.0T 

243 

500 

A/8 

Diesel 

1 370 000 

5.9 

158 

6.3 V6/3.0TD 202 

600 

A/8 

S 

1 622 000 

10.4 

242 

5.0 V6/3.0T 

301 

550 

A/8 


1 OUATTROPORTE I 


VERDICT 1 As good as any of its German adversaries 

L. 

: 

mi 

OUATTROPORTE 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

Diesel 

1 820 000 

— 6.2_ 

163 

-a.4_ymDT_D_202_ 

600 

A/8 

S 

2 077 000 

-^.1- 

-179_ 

_i.j vmoT 

301 

550 

A/8 

GTS 

2 477 000 

11.8 

274 

4.7 V8/3.8T 

390 

710 

A/8 









1 GRANTURISMO/GRANCABRIO 1 

L.4 



1 VERDICT 1 Future Italian classic 



VERDICT I It’s a Xylo bakkie. What more can we say? 


GRANTURISMO/GRANCABRIO PRICE 
GranTurismo 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 


Sport 

Sport Cambiocorsa 

MC Stradale 


2 258 195 14.3 331 4.8 V8/4.7 338 520 A/6 

2 356 000 15.5 360 4.7 V8/4.7 338 520 S/6 

2 756 000 14.4 337 4.5 V8/4.7 338 520 S/6 


GranCabrio 


KW NM GEAR 

89 290 M/5 


2 611 000 14.5 337 5.0 V8/4.7 338 520 S/6 

2 956 000 14.5 337 4.9 V8/4.7 338 520 S/6 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

221 995 7.6 200 n/a 4/2.2TD 89 290 M/5 


MAXUS 

KiTil 

VERDICT I A Chinese Viano 




V80 

2.5TD Comfort 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

339 900 7.4 230 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 330 IVI/5 


410 000 7.4 230 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 330 M/5 


1 MAZDA 1 

1 MAZDA2 

■ 



l«k 

1 VERDICT 1 So good it plays in the premier league 


MAZDA2 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 

PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

1.5 Active 

188 000 

5.5 130 8.7 

4/1.5 

82 145 M/6 

1.5 Dynamic 

199 900 

5.5 130 8.7 

4/1.5 

82 145 M/6 

1.5 Dynamic auto 

211 300 

5.7 134 n/a 

4/1.5 

82 145 A/6 























THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 113 


1.5 Individual 

1.5 Individual auto 


211 400 5.5 130 8.7 4/1.5 82 145 M/6 

222 800 5.7 134 10.2 4/1.5 82 145 A/6 


1.5DE Hazumi 


259 900 4.4 115 10.1 4/1. 5TD 77 220 A/6 


MAZDA3 


VERDICT I Dynamics, cabin quaiity and verve 


MAZDA3 

hatch 


232 900 6.2 147 n/a 4/1.6 77 144 M/5 


242 900 6.2 147 n/a 4/1.6 77 144 M/5 


1.6 Dynamic 


253 100 6.2 147 n/a 4/1.6 


1.6 Dynamic auto 

263 600 

6.9 

164 

n/a 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

A/4 

2.0 Individual 

293 600 

6.2 

146 

8.8 

4/2.0 

121 

210 

M/6 

2.0 Individual auto 

304 100 

5.9 

140 

n/a 

4/2.0 

121 

210 

A/6 

2.0 Astina 

330 800 

5.9 

140 

10.3 

4/2.0 

121 

210 

A/6 

sedan 

1.6 Original 

232 900 

6.0 

142 

n/a 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

M/5 

1 .6 Active 

242 900 

6.0 


jnl^ 

4/1 6 



M/5 

1.6 Dynamic 

253 100 

6.0 

142 

13.21 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

M/5 

1.6 Dynamic auto 

263 600 

6.7 

159 

n/a 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

A/4 

2.0 Individual 

293 600 

6.1 



4/2 0 

J21_ 


_M/^ 

2.0 Individual auto 

304 100 

5.8 

139 

10.4 

4/2.0 

121 

210 

A/6 

2.0 Astina 

330 800 

5.8 

139 

10.4 

4/2.0 

121 

210 

A/6 


! BT-50 1 



VERDICT 1 Too much Kodo. not enough kudu 

T 

BT-50 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.2 SLX 

292 200 

7,6 

199 

n/a 4/2. 2TD 

110 

375 

M/6 

Freestyle Cab 

2.2 SLX 

313100 

7.7 

202 

_n/a^y2..2TD_ 

J1£_ 

375 

M/6 

3.2 SLE 

350 400 

9.3 

245 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

3.2 SLE auto 

362 400 

9.1 

_239_ 

jnl^ 

5/3.2TD 


_4^ 


3.2 4x4 SLE 

402 400 

9.8 

258 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

double cab 

2.2 SLE 

370 400 

7.7 

202 

n/a 

4/2. 2TD 

110 

375 

M/6 

3.2 SLE 

402 400 

9.3 


n/a 5/3.2TD 


_4^ 

M/6 

3.2 SLE auto 

412 40_0 

_9-.1- 

239 

nia 5/_3_.2TD 

-147_ 

470 

A/6 

3.2 4x4 SLE 

4^4_4QQ_ 


258 

_n/a_m2TD 

J47. 

470 

M/6 

3.2 4x4 SLE auto 

466 400 

9.7 

255 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

A/6 


1 MAZDA5 1 

j-i 

9 

C*>. 

VERDICT 1 Manic grin, creased doors mask great MPV 

l: 


P" 

MAZDA5 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 Original 

268 900 

8.2 

194 

10.8 

4/2.0 

106 

180 

M/6 

2.0 Active auto 

283 500 

8.3 

198 

13.1 

4/2.0 

106 

180 

A/5 

2.0 Individual 

294 200 

8.2 

198 

10.8 

4/2.0 

106 

180 

M/6 

2.0 Individual auto 

308 500 

8.3 

198 

13.1 

4/2.0 

106 

180 

A/5 


CX-5 1 



VERDICT 1 As good as any in the class. Shortlist 

i 

CX-5 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 Active 

324 900 

6.4 

149 


4/2.0 


210 

M/6 

2.0 Active auto 

334 9Q_Q_ 

_6„4_ 

148 

-9.._5_ 

4/2.0 

-121_ 

-21iL 

-AI6_ 

2.0 Dynamic 

336 200 

6.4 

149 

9.3 

4/2.0 

121 

210 

M/6 

2.2DE Active 

385 900 

5.7 

151 

10.0 4/2.2TD 

110 

380 

A/6 

2.5 Individual 

416 900 

6.9 

160 

n/a 

4/2.5 

141 

256 

A/6 

2.2DE AWD Akera 

474 700 

5.9 

155 

9.77 4/2.2TD 

129 

420 

A/6 


1 MAZDA6 1 



VERDICT 1 Refined, quiet and stylish new flagship 

i 

MAZDA6 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 Active 

342 000 

6.1 

142 

n/a 

4/2.0 

114 

200 

M/6 

2.0 Active auto 

358 000 

6 0 

138 

_n/a_ 

4/2 0 


200 

A/6 

2.5 Dynamic 

373 000 

6.6 

153 

9.1 

4/2.5 

138 

250 

A/6 

2.5 Individual 

3i9 5iIQ_ 

_ 6 -.- 6 _ 

-i53_ 


4/2.5 

138 

250 

A/6 

2.2DE Dynamic 

404 000 

5.3 

139 

8.4 

4/2. 2TD 

129 

420 

A/6 

2.2DE Atenza 

430 500 

5.3 

139 

8.4 

4/2. 2TD 

129 

420 

A/6 


McLaren 


VERDICT I Who buys an entry-ievei Macca? 


540C 

540C 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

POA 11.1 258 3.5 V8/3.8T 397 540 D/7 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


570S 


VERDICT I McLaren piays the numbers game. Scores 


570S 

570S 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

POA 11.1 258 3.2 V8/3.8T 419 600 D/7 


650S 


VERDICT I A prettier, punchier, more engaging 12C 


650S 

coupe 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

POA 11.7 275 3.0 V8/3.8T 478 678 S/7 


11.7 275 3.0 V8/3.8T 478 678 S/7 


675LT 


VERDICT I Sieeker packaging for beefier Big Mac 




675LT 

675LT 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

POA 11.7 275 2.9 V8/3.8T 496 700 D/7 


MERCEDES-BENZ / MERCEDES-AMG 


A-CLASS 



PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

A200 

390 226 

5.7 


8.1 4/1 .6T 

J1^ 

250 

M/6 

A200 auto 

407 406 

5.4 

126 

7.8 4/1. 6T 

115 

250 

D/7 

A200CDI 

419 200 

4.5 

116 

9.3 4/2.1TD 

100 

300 

M/6 

A200CDI auto 

_437200_ 

_^j1_ 


8.8 4/2.1TD 

100 

300 

D/7 

A220d 

460 100 

4.2 

109 

7.5 4/2.1TD 

130 

350 

D/7 

A250 Sport 

493 860 

6.2 

143 

6.3 4/2.0T 

160 

350 

D/7 

A250 Sport Motorsport Edition 

527 860 

6.2 

143 

6.3 4/2.0T 

160 

350 

D/7 

A45 4Matic 

688 217 

7.3 

171 

4.2 4/2.0T 

280 

475 

D/7 


1 B-CLASS 1 




VERDICT 1 Tallboy hatch gets tech, quality boost 




B-CLASS 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

B200 

399 436 

5.8 

134 

8.6 4/1 .6T 

115 

250 

M/6 

B200 auto 

^J16_923_ 

5.5 

129 

8.4 4/1. 6T 

115 

250 

D/7 

B200CDI 

414 300 

4.5 

Jli. 

9.9 4/2.1TD 

100 

300 

M/6 

B200CDI auto 

432 300 

4.2 

Ill 

9.8 4/2.1TD 

100 

300 

D/7 

B220CDI 

459 200 

4.3 

J11_ 

8.3 4/2.1TD 

125 

350 

_D/^_ 

B250 AMG 

479 170 

6.3 

147 

6.8 4/2.0T 

155 

350 

D/7 


CLA 


VERDICT I Sexier, pricier A-Ciass with a boot 


CLA 

CLA200 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

408 429 5.7 131 8.6 4/1 .6T 115 250 M/6 


^_426,326_^;5_J30_^j5_^/16^J15_250_D^ 


465 600 4.5 117 8.2 4/2.1TD 125 350 D/7 


CLA250 Sport 4Matic 


154 6.6 4/2.0T 155 350 D/7 


CLA45 AMG 4Matic 


741 617 7.1 165 4.91 4/2.0T 265 450 D/7 


GLA 


VERDICT I A-Ciass for the mink and manure set 


GLA 

GLA200 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

440 849 5.9 _13_9_8^_4/.16J_ U5_25^_MZS_ 


458 747 5.9 138 8.8 4/1 .6T 115 250 D/7 


GLA200CDI 

465 000 

4.5 

119 

10.0 

4/2.1TD 

100 

300 

M/6 

GLA200CDI auto 

483 000 

4.‘? 

11^ 

?■? 

4/2.1TD 


999 

D/7 

GLA220CDI 4Matic 

538 631 

5.1 

132 

8.76 

4/2.1TD 

125 

350 

D/7 

GLA250 4Matic 

614 288 

6.6 

154 

7.1 

4/2.0T 

155 

350 

D/7 

GLA45 AMG4Matic 

790 843 

7.5 

175 

4.8 

4/2.0T 

265 

450 

D/7 


1 C-CLASS SEDAN / ESTATE 


1 VERDICT 

1 Like the brilliant new S-Class, just smaller 

C-CLASS 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

sedan 



C180 

437 418 5.5 127 8.2 4/1 .6T 

115 250 M/6 

Cl 80 auto 

456 739 5.8 135 8.5 4/1 .6T 

115 250 A/7 


C200 

459 731 

5.7 

132 

7.5 

4/2.0T 

135 

300 

M/6 

C200 auto 

478 129 

5.6 

131 

7.85 

4/2.0T 

135 

300 

A/7 

C220d 

482 000 

4.2 

109 

8.1 

4/2.1TD 

125 

400 

M/6 

C220d auto 

500 500 

4.5 

117 

7.8 

4/2.1TD 

125 

400 

A/7 

C250 

529 749 

5.9 

139 

6.6 

4/2.0T 

155 

350 

A/7 

C250d 

553 100 

4.5 

117 

6.6 

4/2.1TD 

150 

500 

A/7 

C300 

566 196 

6.3 

146 

5.9 

4/2. OT 

180 

370 

A/9 

Mercedes-AMG C63 

1 052 287 

8.2 

192 

4.1 

V8/4.0T 

350 

650 

S/7 

Mercedes-AMG C63 Edition 1 

1 264 287 

8.2 

192 

4.1 

V8/4.0T 

350 

650 

S/7 

Mercedes-AMG C63 S 

1 217 595 

8.4 

195 

4.46 V8/4.0T 

375 

700 

S/7 

Mercedes-AMG C63 S Edition 1 

1 392 595 

8.4 

195 

4.0 

V8/4.0T 

375 

700 

S/7 

estate 

C180 

471 231 

5-9 

1?2 

9-4 

4/1 .6T 

11*? 

2*59 

M/9 

Cl 80 auto 

490 039 

5.8 

135 

8.7 

4/1 .6T 

115 

250 

A/7 

C200 

493 339 

5.8 

135 

7.7 

4/2. OT 

135 

300 

M/6 

C200 auto 

512 352 

6.0 

140 

7.5 

4/2.0T 

135 

300 

A/7 

C250d 

586 400 

4.8 

124 

6.9 

4/2.1TD 

150 

500 

A/7 



C-CLASS coupe 


VERDICT I Stiii a ciass act. Replaced soon 


C-CLASS 

C180 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

482 875 6.4 149 8.5 4/1.6T 115 250 M/6 


6.3 147 8.5 4/1.6T 115 250 A/7 


7.0 163 7.2 4/1.8T 150 310 A/7 


591 049 5.3 139 7.1 4/2.1TD 150 500 A/7 


7.0 164 6.0 V6/3.5 225 370 A/7 


1 101 316 12.0 280 4.4 V8/6.2 336 600 S/7 


C63 AMG Edition 507 

C63 AMG Legacy Edition 


1 223 316 12.0 280 4.2 V8/6.2 373 610 S/7 

1 556 816 12.0 280 4.2 V8/6.2 373 610 S/7 


GLC 


VERDICT I Mid-size meanderwagen is Merc’s best yet 


GLC 

GLC220d 


PRICE 

602 260 


L/100 


C02 0-100 P/T 

143 8.3 4/2.1TD 


KW NM GEAR 

125 400 A/9 


622 260 5.5 143 7.6 4/2.1TD 150 500 A/9 


609 620 7.1 166 7.3 4/2.0T 155 350 A/9 


660 748 7.6 177 n/a 4/2.0T 175 370 A/9 


! VITO 


VERDICT I Blue-collar V-Class is the business 


VITO 

111CDI Tourer Pro 


PRICE 

516 272 


I C02 0-100 P/T 

163 n/a 4/1. 6TD 


KW NM GEAR 

84 270 l\/l/6 


114CDI Tourer Pro 


540 315 6.4 164 n/a 4/2.1TD 100 330 M/6 


116CDI Tourer Pro 


572 348 5.8 154 n/a 4/2.1TD 120 380 M/6 


116CDI Tourer Select 


5.8 154 n/a 4/2.1TD 120 380 IVI/6 


119CDI Tourer Select 


744 386 5.8 153 n/a 4/2.1TD 140 440 A/7 


V-CLASS 


VERDICT I Now moving people more stylishly than ever 


V-CLASS 

V200CDI 


PRICE 

- 6 - 9 ^ 961 - 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

6.5 171 14.7 4/2., 1TD_JLQQ_^.(L_M16_ 


V200CDI auto 


-719,9^ £.1-^-5-9_13.A4/2,1TD 100 330 A/7 


6.1 159 12.5 4/2.1TD 120 380 IVI/6 


750 875 5.9 154 11.5 4/2.1TD 120 380 A/7 


V250 BlueTec 


782 416 6.0 158 9.1 4/2.1TD 140 440 A/7 


V220CDI Avantgarde 


949 175 5.9 154 11.5 4/2.1TD 120 380 A/7 


V250 BlueTec Avantgarde 


6.0 158 9.1 4/2.1TD 140 440 A/7 


SLK 


VERDICT I SLK values, now with added visual muscle 


SLK 

SLK200 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

648 778 6.5 150 7.0 4/2.0T 135 300 M/6 


667 688 6.6 154 6.9 4/2.0T 13^(L_A/^ 


6.2 144 5.8 4/2.0T 180 370 A/9 


856 022 7.2 167 5.6 V6/3.5 225 370 A/7 


1 113 595 8.4 195 4.6 V8/5.5 310 540 A/7 



The most exhilarating ride 
your bike will ever go on. 

Bicycle rack for towbar - RS 410 


Visit you nearest Audi 
Dealer for more info. 


Audi 

Gen u i ne Ac ce sso r ies 






















114 THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 


1 E-CLASS SEDAN/ESTATE | 


1 G-CLASS 

1 

VERDICT 1 Dramatic overhaui restores appeai 


VERDICT 1 For those who appreciate a high diff count 


E-CLASS 

sedan 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

E200 

635 778 

5.8 

150 

7.9 4/2.0T 135 

300 

A/7 

E250 

673 278 

5.8 

150 

7.4 4/2.0T 155 

350 

A/7 

E250CDI 

_6S1 642 

5.2 

1:^6 

7.5 4/2.1TD 150 

_5QQ_ 

A/7 

E300 BlueTec Hybrid 

835 000 

4.2 

119 

7.5 4/2.1TDe 170e590e 

A/7 

E350 BiueTec 

841 096 

6.0 

157 

6.6 V6/3.0TD 185 

620 

A/7 

E400 

8.67 4.69_ 

7.9 


5.3 V6/3.0T 245 480 

A/7 

E500 

1 095 031 

8.9 

209 

4.9 V8/4.7T 300 

600 

A/7 

E63AMG 

1 502 986 

9.8 

230 

4.2 V8/5.5T 410 

720 

S/7 

E63AMGS 

1 644 591 

9.9 

232 

4.1 V8/5.5T 430 

800 

S/7 

estate 

E250 

732494 


156 

7.8 4/2.0T 155 


A/7 



I E-CLASS COUPE/CABRIOLET 


VERDICT I Mixes prestige with power and efficiency 




E-CLASS 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

coupe 









E250 

663 557 

6.1 

142 

7.1 

4/2.0T 

155 

350 

A/7 

E250 Sport Edition 

688 057 

6.1 

142 

7.1 

4/2.0T 

155 

350 

A/7 

E250CDi 

684 123 

4.9 

129 

7.3 

4/2.1TD 

150 

500 

A/7 

E250CDi Sport Edition 

708 623 

4.9 

129 

7.3 

4/2.1TD 

150 

500 

A/7 

E400 

_8_8_5_34.8 

7.6 

177 

_5.2_V_6/3._0T_24_5_4aQ_ 

A/7 

E400 Sport Edition 

909 848 

7.6 

177 

5.2 

V6/3.0T 

245 

480 

A/7 

E500 

1 074 431 

8.9 

209 

4.8 

V8/4.7T 

300 

600 

A/7 

E500 V8 Edition 

1 109 431 

8.9 

209 

4.8 

V8/4.7T 

300 

600 

A/7 

cabriolet 

E250 

749 278 

6.5 

150 

7.5 

4/2.0T 

155 

350 

A/7 

E250 Sport Edition 

773 778 

6.5 

150 

7.5 

4/2.0T 

155 

350 

A/7 

E400 

_98_0_M9_ 

7.9 

1{?5 

5.3 V6/3.0T 245 480 

A/7 

E400 Sport Edition 

1 005 369 

7.9 

185 

5.3 

V6/3.0T 

245 

480 

A/7 

E500 

1 144 142 

9.1 

213 

4.9 

V8/4.7T 

300 

600 

A/7 

E500 V8 Edition 

1 179 142 

9.1 

213 

4.9 

V8/4.7T 

300 

600 

A/7 


CLS 





PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

CLS250CDI 

807 447 

5.3 

138 

7.5 4/2.1TD 150 

500 

A/9 

CLS350 BlueTec 


_5.^ 

J42_ 

6.5_V6/M)TD 19Q_ 

-37Q_ 

A/9 

CLS400 

947 353 

7.3 

170 

5.3 V6/3.0T 245 

480 

A/7 

CLS500 

1 195 305 

8.5 

199 

4.8 V8/4.7T 300 

600 

A/9 

CLS63 AMGS 


10.4 243 

3.6 V8/5.5T 430 

800 

-^-7— 


[gle. 1 


1 VERDICT 1 The ML is no ionger. Weicome the new GLE 

9 ^ 


GLE 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

GLE250d 

866 694 

5.9 

156 

8.6 4/2.1TD 150 

500 

A/9 

GLE350d 

970 053 

6.6 

179 

7.1 V6/3.0TD 190 

620 

A/9 

GLE400 

9_a8_747 

9.2 

215 

6.1 V6/3.0T 245 480 

A/7 

GLE500 

1 181 287 

11.5 

269 

5.3 V8/4.7T 320 

700 

Ml 

Mercedes-AMG GLE63 

1 726 006 

11.8 

276 

4.3 V8/5.5T 410 

700 

Ml 

Mercedes-AMG GLE63 S 

_1_8,5.a_QD_a. 

_118_27a. 

_4..2_V8V_5_,.5T_4.3iL 

7^ 



Iglecoupe 


VERDICT I Sportier, sieeker ML. Nobody mention X6 


GLE COUPE 

GLE350d 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 006 774 7.2 187 7.0 V6/3.0TD 190 620 A/9 


1 110 057 9.4 219 5.7 V6/3.0T 270 520 A/9 


Mercedes-AMG GLE63 S 1 876111 11.9 278 4.2 V8/5.5T 430 760 A/7 



GL350 BlueTec 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 163 031 8.0 209 7.9 V6/3.0TD 190 620 A/7 


1 324 387 11.5 269 5.4 V8/4.7T 320 700 A/7 


1 991 537 12.3 288 5.48 V8/5.5T 410 760 A/7 


G -CLASS 

G300CDI Professional 

G350d 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 053 986 11 .7 ^7LJ[2^V^.X)JD_1^5_4iIQ_^^ 

1 432 467 9.9 261 8.8 V6/3.0TD 180 600 A/7 


Mercedes-AMG G63 2 176 725 13.8 322 5.4 V8/5.5T 420 760 A/7 

Mercedes-AMG G63 Edition 463 2 301 725 13.8 322 5.4 V8/5.5T 420 760 A/7 



PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 267 253 7.7 179 5.2 V6/3.0T 245 480 A/7 


1 611 944 9.2 214 4.6 V8/4.7T 320 700 A/7 


_2_152_7^9_9J_231 4,2 V8/5,5T 430 900 S/7 


2_7_9_0^J.0_1_1.J_270 4.0 V12/6.0T_46^1_aQD_A/7_ 


1 S-CLASS 

^ 9 ^ 

1 VERDICT 1 As usuai, in the running for worid’s best car 



S-CLASS 

S-Class 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


S350 BlueTec 

1 324 391 

5.9 

155 

6.8 V6/3.0TD 190 620 A/7 

S400 Hybrid 

1 338 901 

6.8 

159 

6.8 V6/3.5e 245e370+eA/7 

S500 

1 721 742 

9.1 

213 

4.8 V8/4.7T 335 700 A/7 

S63AMG 

_2_361_2D_4_ 

-mi- 

237 

_4_.4_y_8/a.5T 430 900 S/7 

S-Ciass L 

S350 BlueTec L 

1 361 399 

6.0 

158 

6.8 V6/3.0TD 190 620 A/7 

S400 Hybrid L 

1 375 601 

6.8 

159 

6.8 V6/3.5e 245e370+eA/7 


1.8T Comfort RG Motorsport 

299 900 

7.9 

184 

n/a 

4/1. 8T 

165 

315 

M/5 

1.8T Luxury 

259 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1 .8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T Deluxe 

289 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1. 8T 


215 

M/5 

1.8T R Deluxe 

309 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1. 8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T Deluxe RG Motorsport 

330 900 

7.9 

184 

n/a 

4/1. 8T 

165 

315 

M/5 

fastback 

1 .8T Comfort 

249 900 

7.9 



4/1 8T 



M/5 

1.8T R Comfort 

270 900 

7.9 

184 

=M= 

4/1. 8T 

118 


M/5 

1.8T Comfort RG Motorsport 

299 900 

7.9 

184 

n/a 

4/1. 8T 

165 

315 

M/5 

1.8T Luxury 

259 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1. 8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T Deluxe 

289 900 

_^j9_ 

184 

8.4 

_^/l^ 

_J1^ 

215 

M/5 

1 .8T R Deluxe 

309 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1. 8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T Deluxe RG Motorsport 

330 900 

7.9 

184 

n/a 

4/1. 8T 

165 

315 

M/5 




[ HATCH 





4 


\ VERDICT 1 Aii-new, but you’ii have to get in to know 


HATCH 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3-door 









One 

259 800 

4.9 

113 

9.9 

3/1. 2T 

75 

180 

M/6 

Cooper 

303 500 

4.7 

110 

7.9 

3/1 .5T 

100 

230 

M/6 

Cooper auto 

320 400 

4.9 

115 

7.8 

3/1. 5T 

100 

230 

A/6 

Cooper S 

371 847 

5.9 

138 

6.94 

4/2.0T 

141 

300 

M/6 

Cooper S auto 

387 618 

5.5 

127 

6.7 

4/2.0T 

141 

300 

A/6 

John Cooper Works 

421 694 

6.7 

156 

6.3 

4/2.0T 

170 

320 

M/6 


1 371 054 7.7 179 5.3 V6/3.0T 245 480 A/7 


441 436 5.8 134 5.88 4/2.0T 170 320 A/6 


S500L 

1 760 442 

9.1 

213 

4.8 V8/4.7T 335 700 A/7 

5-door 









S600L 

.2 271 574 

11.3 264 

4.6 V12/_6mT 390 830 A/7 

One 

269 800 

_5..6_ 

JTT. 


3/1. 2T 


180 

M/6 

S63 AMG L 

2 398 604 

10.1 

237 

4.4 V8/5.5T 430 900 S/7 

Cooper 

312 500 

4.9 

114 

8.2 

3/1. 5T 

100 

230 

M/6 

S65 AMGL 

2 972 813 

11.9 

279 

4.3 V12/6.0T 463 1 000 A/7 

Cooper auto 

329 400 

5.0 

116 

8.1 

3/1. 5T 

100 

230 

A/6 






Cooper S 

383 052 

60 

140 

69 

4/2 OT 

141 

300 

M/6 

1 MERCEDES-AMG GT 

■ 

■ 



Cooper S auto 

398 823 

5.5 

129 

6.8 

4/2.0T 

141 

300 

A/6 


VERDICT I Noise, emotion, beauty -the GT has it aii 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 651 850 9.3 216 4.0 V8/4.0T 340 600 S/7 


1 991 670 9.6 224 4.24 V8/4.0T 375 650 S/7 


CLUBMAN 


VERDICT I Six doors! Mini, my how you’ve grown 


2 202 670 9.6 224 3.8 V8/4.0T 375 650 S/7 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

343 000 5.1 118 9.1 3/1. 5T 100 230 M/6 


1 S-CLASS COUPE 


1 VERDICT 1 Hyper-tech GT ieans towards greatness 

1 • — •t:? 


S-CLASS COUPE 

S500 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 921 618 8.8 204 4.6 V8/4.7T 335 700 A/9 


Cooper auto 

359 900 

5.1 

118 

9.1 

3/1 .5T 

100 

230 

A/6 

Cooper S 

417 462 

6.2 

144 

7.2 

4/2.0T 

141 

300 

M/6 

Cooper S auto 

434 436 

5.8 

134 

7.1 

4/2.0T 

141 

300 

A/6 



2 511 104 10.1 237 4.2 V8/5.5T 430 900 S/7 


COUNTRYMAN 


VERDICT IBMWX0.5 


3 087 013 11.9 279 4.1 V12/6.0T 463 1000 S/7 


1 MERCEDES-MAYBACH 1 

S-CLASS : 


VERDICT 1 S-Ciass for Napoieon-syndrome bankers 


COUNTRYMAN 

Cooper 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 

343 283 6.5 152 10.5 4/1.6 90 160 M/6 


Cooper auto 

Cooper S 


362 748 

404 488 


7.6 177 11.6 4/1.6 90 160 A/6 

6.6 154 7.6 4/1.6T 135 260 M/6 


Cooper S auto 


423 543 7.5 175 7.9 4/1.6T 135 260 A/6 


S-CLASS 

Mercedes-Maybach S500 

Mercedes-Maybach S600 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

2 058 926 8.9 207 5.0 V8/4.7T 335 700 A/9 

2 565 800 11.7 274 5.0 V12/6.0T 390 830 A/7 


John Cooper Works ALL4 501 272 

John Cooper Works ALL4 auto 518 890 


8.0 186 7.0 4/1 .6T 160 280 M/6 

8.3 193 7.0 4/1 .6T 160 280 A/6 


IMG 



VERDICT 1 MG piays Poio in custom ciothing 


PACEMAN 


VERDICT I Less practicai Countryman. Niche! 


PACEMAN 
Cooper S 

Cooper S auto 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 

404 488 6.6 154 7.5 4/1.6T 135 260 M/6 

423 543 7.5 175 7.8 4/1.6T 135 260 A/6 


PRICE 

159 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

5.9 138 11.5 4/1.5 78 135 M/5 


John Cooper Works ALL4 501 272 8.0 186 6.9 4/1.6T 160 280 M/6 

John Cooper Works ALL4 auto 518 890 8.3 193 6.9 4/1 .6T 160 280 A/6 


5.9 138 11.5 4/1.5 78 135 M/5 


199 900 5.9 138 11.43 4/1.5 78 135 M/5 


210 000 5.9 138 n/a 4/1.5 88 135 M/5 


MiTSUBiSHi 



J 

VERDICT 1 No fighter jet, but fun, frugai and great vaiue 

1 lo#* 


VERDICT I Made in China, compiied in Engiand 


MIRAGE 

1.2 GL 


MG6 
saloon 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

134 900 4.9 115 11.7 3/1.2 57 100 M/5 


144 900 4.9 115 11.7 3/1.2 57 100 M/5 


1 .8T Comfort 

24_a5_0Q_ 

7.9 184 8.4 4/1. 8T 

118 215 

M/5 

1 .8T R Comfort 

270 900 

7.9 184 8.4 4/1. 8T 

118 215 

M/5 


154 900 4.9 115 11.7 3/1.2 57 100 M/5 






















THE GCX)D, THE BAD & THE UGLY 115 


ASX 


VERDICT I Faces an uphill battle against Korean twins 




ASX 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 

PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

2.0 GL 

304 900 

7.5 

175 

9.6 

4/2.0 

110 197 M/5 

2.0 GLX 

^_9 900 

_7._5_ 

-175_ 

-a.-6_ 

4/2.0 

110 197 M/5 

2.0 GLS 

352 900 

7.5 

175 

9.6 

4/2.0 

110 197 M/5 

2.0 GLS auto 

364 900 

7.4 

173 

11.5 

4/2.0 

110 197 C/V 


TRITON 






l^i^ 

1 VERDICT 1 Looks divide, but competes on ability 


TRITON 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 

PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

2.5DI-D double cab 

359 900 

8.3 

216 

n/a 4/2.5TD 

100 314 M/5 


2.5DI-D double cab Xtreme 379 900 

2.5DI-D 4x4 double cab 429 900 

2.5DI-D 4x4 double cab Xtrem^ 44g^g^^ 


8.3 216 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 314 M/5 


OUTLANDER I 


VERDICT 1 Grander, but not much better than old car 


OUTLANDER PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT 

2.4 GLS Exceed 449 900 8.2 192 10.76 4/2.4 

KW NM GEAR 

123 222 C/V 


PAJERO SPORT 1 


VERDICT 1 Beats Fortuner in every area bar sales 


PAJERO SPORT 

2.5DI-D auto 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

464 900 8.5 225 12.0 4/2.5TD 131 350 A/5 


499 900 7.8 206 11.0 4/2.5TD 131 400 M/5 


2.5DI-D 4x4 auto 


514 900 8.5 225 12.0 4/2.5TD 131 350 A/5 


2.5DI-D 4x4 auto Shogun 514 900 8.5 225 12.0 4/2.5TD 131 350 A/5 


PAJERO 


VERDICT I Been on the facelift train for far too long now 




PAJERO 

3-door3.2DI-DGLS 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

589 900 10,1 _245_12,iI4I3,2TD_14i)_441_A&_ 


5-door 3.2DI-DGLS 659 900 10,1 245_12.3_4/3.2TD_14.0_441_ AA5_ 

5-door 3.2DI-DGLS Exceed 679 900 10.1 245 12.3 4/3.2TD 140 441 A/5 


NISSAN 




VERDICT 1 Decent package, cartoon styl 




MICRA 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

1.2Visia+ 

153 500 

5.2 

124 13.2 3/1.2 

56 104 M/5 

1.5 Tekna 

185 600 

6.3 

150 9.78 4/1. 5TD 

73 134 M/5 


NP200 





1 VERDICT 1 

Few rivals means less pressure to perform 


NP200 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

1.6i 

145 300 

8.1 

192 n/a 4/1.6 

64 128 M/5 

1.6i pack 

163 400 

8.1 

192 n/a 4/1.6 

64 128 M/5 

1.6i Stealth 

177 200 

8.1 

192 n/a 4/1.6 

64 128 M/5 

1.6 16vS 

175 800 

8 0 

189 n/a 4/1.6 

77 148 M/5 

1.6 16vSE 

204 900 

_ 8 _. 0 _ 

18_9 11..3_9 4716 

77 148 M/5 

1.5dCi pack 

205 900 

5.3 

140 n/a 4/1. 5TD 

63 200 M/5 

1.5dCiSE 

228 000 

5.3 

140 n/a 4/1. 5TD 

63 200 M/5 


ALMERA 

1 

1 VERDICT 1 

Micra with a boot 



ALMERA 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

1 .5 Acenta 

189 700 

6.3 

149 n/a 4/1.5 

73 134 M/5 

1 .5 Acenta autc 201 700 

7.2 

171 n/a 4/1.5 

73 134 A/4 

1.5 Activ 

199 900 

6.3 

149 n/a 4/1.5 

73 134 M/5 

1.5 Activ auto 

211 800 

7.2 

171 n/a 4/1.5 

73 134 A/4 


SENTRA 


1 VERDICT 1 

Popular nameplate returns. Not much fanfare 


SENTRA 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

1 .6 Acenta 

242 800 

_6..5_ 

156 n/a 4/1.6 

85 154 M/5 

1 .6 Acenta auto 266 700 

6^ 

J49_n/aL_4A,^ 

85 154 C/V 


NV200 COMBI 


VERDICT I People mover makes business sense 


PATROL 


VERDICT I Old-school 4x4, big on comfort and value 


NV200 COMBI 

1.6i Visia 


PRICE 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

7.3 169 n/a 4/1.6 81 153 M/5 


PATROL 

3.0DTi pick-up 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

516 400 10.9 289 n/a 4/3.0TD 110 371 M/5 


-311^ 5J_J34_n/^4/1_._5TD_66_2Q.Q_M/5_ 


605 000 10.8 287 18.8 4/3.0TD 118 380 M/5 


I NP300HARDBODY I 



1 GT-R 1 

VERDICT I No-frills worker bee 

NP300 HARDBODY PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

VERDICT 1 Japan’s sensational cyborg supercar | 


190 425 A/5 


169 400 10.0 237 n/a 4/2.0 84 169 M/5 


199 500 8.0 211 n/a 4/2.5TD 98 304 M/5 


2.5TDi Hi-rider 


-2ZlgQQ a.X)_211_n/a_Jt/2. ^lD_ag_^4_M£- 


275 900 11.1 261 n/a 4/2.4 105 205 M/5 


2.5TDi 4x4 

306 700 

9.4 247 n/a 4/2.5TD 

98 304 M/5 

double cab 

2.5TDi Hi-rider 

341 500 

8.8 233 n/a 4/2.5TD 

98 304 M/5 

2.4 Hi-rider 

322 400 

11.0 259 n/a 4/2.4 

105 205 M/5 

2.4 4x4 

.^.MO 

117 274 n/a 4/2.4 

105 205 M/5 


1 JUKE 

■ 



1 VERDICT 1 Polo-sized crossover carves its own niche 


JUKE 

PRICE 

L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

1.2T Acenta 

266 400 

5.6 129 11.82 4/1.2T 

85 190 M/6 


282 100 5.6 129 10.8 4/1.2T 85 190 M/6 


1.5dCi Acenta+ 


304 400 4.2 109 12.094/1.5TD 81 260 M/6 


330 800 6.0 159 7.46 4/1.6T 140 240 M/6 


1.6T 4WDTekna 


370 300 6.5 169 8.2 4/1.6T 140 240 C/V 


Eiln[C7i|| 

VERDICT I Retakes the compact crossover crown 


QASHQAI 

1.2T Visia 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

289 900 6.2 144 10.9 4/1.2T 85 190 M/6 


320 500 6.2 144 11.12 4/1.2T 85 190 M/6 


1.2T Acenta auto 


337 000 6.2 144 12.9 4/1.2T 85 165 C/V 


1.5dCi Acenta 


341 700 4.2 109 11.9 4/1. 5TD 81 260 M/6 


367 900 6.2 144 9,1 4/1 ,6T 12Q_24D_M76_ 


1.6dCi Acenta auto 


395 400 4.9 129 11.1 4/1.6TD 


1.6dCiAWD Acenta 


396 700 5.3 139 10.5 4/1. 6TD 96 320 M/6 


X-TRAIL 


VERDICT I Not as utilitarian. Is that good or bad? 


X-TRAIL 

2.0 XE 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

329 900 8.3 197 11.1 4/2.0 106 200 M/6 


2.5 4x4 SE 

367 800 

8.3 197 10.5 4/2.5 

126 

233 C/V 

1.6dCiXE 

354 500 

5.1 134 10.5 4/1.6TD 


320 M/6 

1.6dCi4x4SE 

392 200 

5.3 139 11.0 4/1.6TD 

96 

320 M/6 

1.6dCi4x4LE 

478 300 

5.3 139 11.5 4/1.6TD 

96 

320 M/6 


NAVARA 


1 VERDICT 1 Big boy makes fans easily. Replaced soon 



NAVARA 

PRICE 

L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM GEAR 

KingCab 





2.5dCiXE 

369 300 

8.7 229 13.624/2.5TD 

106 

356 M/6 

2.5dCi 4x4 XE 

414 500 

9.0 238 n/a 4/2.5TD 

128 

403 M/6 

double cab 

2.5dCiXE 

387 100 

8.7 229 n/a 4/2.5TD 

106 

356 M/6 

2.5dCi 4x4 XE 

439 000 

9.0 238 n/a 4/2.5TD 

128 

403 M/6 

2.5dCi LE 

457 100 

8.3 217 n/a 4/2.5TD 


403 M/6 

2.5dCi 4x4 LE auto 

5P4 ?nn 

9.0 238 n/a 4/2..5Tn 

140 

450 A/5 

3.0dCi V6 4x4 LE 

672 500 

__a,3_246_9Jiy67aJIID_JL7Q_ 

550 A/7 


1 LEAF 1 

m 


1 VERDICT 1 Not battery power to the people at this price 

'V 


LEAF 

PRICE 

L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM GEAR 

Leaf 

499 800 

0.0 0 11.5 e/eiec 

80e 

254 A/E 


370Z 



1 VERDICT 1 Still a brilliant driver’s car despite age 

370Z 

PRICE 

L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM GEAR 

coupe 

659 700 

10.5 248 5.3 V6/3.7 

245 

363 M/6 

coupe auto 

678 500 

10.4 245 5.6 V6/3.7 

245 

363 A/7 


GT-R 

Premium Edition 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

1 490 000 11.8 278 2.9 V6/3.8T 397 628 D/6 


1 542 000 11.8 278 2.9 V6/3.8T 397 628 D/6 


OPEL 


VERDICT I Fashion and fun - founder would be proud 


ADAM 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.4 

191 800 

5.3 

125 11.5 4/1.4 

74 

130 

M/5 

lOT Jam 

214 200 

5.1 

119 9.9 3/1.0T 

85 

170 

M/6 

lOTGiam 

236 000 

5.1 

119 9.9 3/1.0T 


170 

M/6 



CORSA 


VERDICT I Sharper dynamics, brilliant three-pot turbo 


CORSA 

1.0T Essentia 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

— W-4-QQ 5.0 117 10.3 3/1.0T 85 170 M/6 


5.0 117 10.3 3/1 .OT 85 170 M/6 


238 700 5.0 117 11.2 3/1.0T 85 170 M/6 


1.4 Enicvauto 

218 700 

6.0 

140 

13.9 

4/1.4 

66 

130 

A/6 

1.4 Turbo Sport 

257 800 

5.9 

137 

9.6 

4/1.4T 

110 

220 

M/6 


1 MOKKA 




VERDICT 1 Sadly, it’s a pricey, lethargic inbetweener 

L. 



MOKKA 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.4 Turbo Eniov 

292 800 

6.0 

139 

9.8 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

1.4 Turbo Enicvauto 

303 000 

6.6 

154 

10.7 

4/1.4T 

103 

200 

A/6 

1.4 Turbo Cosmo 

330 400 

6.0 

139 10.61 4/1.4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

1.4 Turbo Cosmo auto 

340 500 

6.6 

154 

10.7 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

A/6 


1 ASTRA 


VERDICT 1 Capable and pretty but still no Golf 

ASTRA 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sedan 









1.6 Essentia 

264 200 

6.6 


Jig, 

4/1.6 

85 

155 

-M_/5_. 

1.4 Turbo Essentia 

276 000 

5.9 

139 

10.1 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

1.4 Turbo Eniov 

287 400 

5.9 

139 

10.1 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

1.4 Turbo Enicvauto 

297 900 

6.6 

154 

n/a 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

A/6 

1.6 Turbo Cosmo 

308 600 

6.8 

159 

8.7 

4/1. 6T 

132 

266 

M/6 

hatch 

1.6 Essentia 

264 200 

5.9 

139 

11.7 

4/1.6 

85 

155 

M/5 

1.4 Turbo Essentia 

276 000 

5.9 

138 

9.9 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

1.4 Turbo Eniov 

287 400 

5.9 

138 

9.9 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

1.6 Turbo Sport 

323 100 

6.8 

159 

8.5 

4/1 .6T 

132 

266 

M/6 

GTC / OPC 

GTC 1.6 Turbo Sport 

351 200 

7.2 

168 

8.3 

4/1 .6T 

132 

266 

M/6 

OPC 

496 300 

8.1 

189 

6.2 

4/2.0T 

206 

400 

M/6 




PEUGEOT 


VERDICT I Facelift banishes cheesy grin 


107 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

144 000 4.3 99 13.5 3/1.0 50 93 M/5 


155 300 4.3 99 13.5 3/1.0 50 93 M/5 


208 


VERDICT I Smaller, lighter, prettier and better than 207 


208 

1.0 Pop Art 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

159 900 4.4 102 14.0 3/1.0 50 95 M/5 


209 900 4.3 99 12.2 3/1.2 


The Audi A4 with a 2-year Guaranteed 
Future Value for R5 199 p.m. 

Visit audi.co.za/offers for more information. 


Audi 

Varsprung durch Technik 



The Audi A4 1.0T FS3 SE muttitronic gvailabie at ri43S SOD, incL VAT, with a monthly instalment of RS 199 over 24 months^ 10-32% 
deposit, GFV of 63.05%, total cost R401 250, 0,51% Linked rate, FNB prime rate of 9.5%. Offer calculated on model in standard 
specificatEon, Subject to change without prior notification, Includes initiation and monthly admin fee of R57, Finance offers are 

subject to credit approval from Audi Financial Services - a division of Volkswagen Financial Services South Africa Proprietary Limited, wwmnwsmwtmm 

An Authorised Financial Services and Credit Provider. NCRCP663 5, Ts and Cs apply. # 1 ”* Audi 

Flrtancial Services 



























116 THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 


1.2T GT Line auto 


289 900 4.5 104 9.8 3/1.2T 81 205 A/6 


1 176 000 10.0 234 5.2 V6/3.6T 324 600 A/8 


309 900 5.9 139 6.8 4/1.6T 147 275 M/6 


2008 


VERDICT I High-riding, famiiy- and Pug-friendiy 208 


2008 

1 .6 Active 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

254 900 5.9 135 9.5 4/1.6 88 160 M/5 


282 900 5.9 135 9.5 4/1.6 88 160 M/5 


VERDICT I Serious contender for C-segment honours 


308 

1.2T Active 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

279 900 4.6 105 11.1 3/1.2T 81 205 M/5 


329 900 4.8 110 9,6 3/1. 2T 96 230 M/6 


374 900 5.6 130 7.5 4/1.6T 151 285 M/6 


3008 


VERDICT I Decent to drive, but styiing a dud 




3008 

1 .6 Access 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

294 900 6.7 155 13.3 4/1.6 88 160 M/5 


344 900 6.9 159 8.9 4/1.6T 115 240 M/6 


422 900 6.1 159 10.2 4/2.0TD 120 340 A/6 


508 


VERDICT I impressive overaii package, iost in the crowd 




508 

1 .6T Active 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

387 900 6.4 149 8.6 4/1. 6T 115 240 M/6 




1 RCZ ■■mihl 


1 VERDICT 1 A coupe that drives with pienty of verve 



RCZ 

1.6T 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

539 900 6.7 155 7,6 4/1, 6T 147 275 M/6 


7.3 168 8.4 4/1. 6T 115 240 A/6 


PORSCHE 


VERDICT I Briiiiant in every way 


BOXSTER 

Boxster 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

780 000 7.9 183 5.7 b6/2.7 195 280 D/7 


7.9 183 5.7 b6/2.7 195 280 D/7 


824 000 8.2 190 5.0 b6/3.4 232 360 D/7 


948 000 8.2 190 4.9 b6/3.4 243 370 D/7 


1 010 000 9.9 230 4.5 b6/3.8 276 420 M/6 


CAYMAN 


VERDICT I The 9H’s worst nightmare 




CAYMAN 

Cayman 

Black Edition 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

783 000 7.9 183 5.6 b6/2.7 202 290 D/7 

TBA 7.9 183 5.6 b6/2.7 202 290 D/7 


880 000 8.2 190 4.9 b6/3.4 239 370 D/7 


1 026 000 8.2 190 4.56 b6/3.4 250 380 D/7 


1 136 000 10.3 238 4.4 b6/3.8 283 420 M/6 


MACAN 


VERDICT I Rewrites the ruies for a sporty SUV 


MACAN 

S diesel 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

884 000 6.3 159 6.3 V6/3.0TD 180 580 D/7 


904 000 9.0 204 5.4 V6/3.0T 250 460 D/7 


J_275.000__9j2_^08_^j8_V6/3j6^^9£^50__D^ 


1 CAYENNE 



1 


1 VERDICT 1 Who’s iaughing now? Get your order in quick 


CAYENNE 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

Cayenne 

852 000 

9.2 

215 7.7 V6/3.6 

220 400 A/8 

diesel 

933 000 

6.6 

173 7.3 V6/3.0TD 

180 550 A/8 

S 

998 000 

9.5 

223 5.5 V6/3.6T 

309 550 A/8 

S e-hybrid 

1 147 000 

3.4 

79 5.9 V6/3.0Se 306e 590e A/8 

S diesel 

1 165 000 

8.0 

209 5.4 V8/4.1TD 

283 850 A/8 


1 779 000 11.2 261 4.5 V8/4.8T 382 750 A/8 


2 255 000 11.5 267 4.1 V8/4.8T 419 800 A/8 


VERDICT I it’s a proper Porsche, but not as you know it 




PANAMERA 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

Panamera 

1 oil 000 

8.4 

196 

6.3 

V6/3.6 

228 

400 

D/7 

Panamera Edition 

1 QSSJIQD 

-SJL 

196 


V6/3J_ 

228 

400 

D/7 

diesel 

1 039 000 

6.4 

169 

6.0 V6/3.0TD 221 

650 

D/8 

diesel Edition 

1 079 000 

6.4 

169 

6.0 V6/3.0TD 221 

650 

A/8 

4 

1 0J1J1QQ_ 

-^7_ 

203 

_&..1- 

V6/3.6 

228 

400 

D/7 

4 Edition 

1 084 000 

8.7 

203 

6.1 

V6/3.6 

228 

400 

D/7 

S 

1 319 000 

8.7 

204 

5.1 

V6/3.0T 

309 

520 

D/7 

S e-hybrid 

1 322 000 

3.1 

71 

5.5 V6/3.0Se 306e 590e 

D/8 

4S 

1 356 000 

8.9 

208 

4.8 

V6/3.0T 

309 

520 

D/7 

GTS 

1 525 000 

10.7 

249 

4.4 

V8/4.8 

324 

520 

D/7 

turbo 

PUfiono 

10.2 239 

4JL 

V8/4.8T 382 

770 

D/7 

turbo S 

2 591 000 

10.2 239 

3.8 V8/4.8T 

419 

800 

D/7 


fiii ■ 

1^ 

A 


VERDICT 1 iconic Porsche in the best shape of its iife 



iP 

911 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

coupe 









Carrera 

TBA 

7.4 

169 

4.4 

b6/3.0T 

272 

450 

D/7 

Carrera 4 

TBA 

8.7 

201 


b6/3.0T 

272 

450 

D/7 

Carrera S 

TBA 

7.7 

174 

4.1 

b6/3.0T 

309 

500 

D/7 

Carrera 4S 

TBA 

8.9 

204 

4.2 

b6/3.0T 

309 

500 

D/7 

GT3 RS 

_2 771JL0_Q_ 

12,7 296 


b6/4.0 

_3.68_4J.Q_ 

D/7 

turbo 

2 439 000 

9.7 

227 

3.2 

b6/3.8T 

383 

660 

D/7 

turbo S 

2 890 000 

9.7 

227 

3.1 

b6/3.8T 

412 

750 

D/7 

targa 

tarqa 4 

TBA 

8.9 

206 

4.7 

b6/3.0T 

272 

450 

D/7 

targa 4S 

TBA 

9.0 

208 

4.4 

b6/3.0T 

309 

500 

D/7 

cabriolet 

Carrera 

TBA 

7.5 

172 

4.6 

b6/3.0T 

272 

450 

D/7 

Carrera 4 

TBA 

8.9 

206 


b6/3.0T 

272 

450 

D/7 

Carrera S 

TBA 

7.8 

178 

4.3 

b6/3.0T 

309 

500 

D/7 

Carrera 4S 

TBA 

9.0 

208 

4.4 

b6/3.0T 

309 

500 

D/7 

turbo 

2 565 000 

-9^ 



b6/3.8T 

383 660 

D/7 

turbo S 

3 072 000 

_9J_ 

231_ 


^a.8T 

412 

750 

_D/7 




RENAULT 


SANDERO 




1 VERDICT 1 Top of the vaiue piie 



1 ^ ^ 


SANDERO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM 

GEAR 

turbo Expression 

129 900 

5.2 

119 11.1 3/0.9T 

66 135 

M/5 

turbo Dynamique 

152 900 

5.2 

119 13.28 3/0.9T 

66 135 

M/5 

Stepway 66kW turbo 

174 900 

5.4 

124 11.1 3/0.9T 

66 135 

M/5 


1 CLIO 


1 VERDICT 1 Styie, vaiue, kit and turbo-tech 



CLIO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

55kW Authentique 

172 900 

5.5 

127 15.4 4/1.2 

55 

107 

M/5 

turbo Expression 

199 900 

4.5 

104 12.84 3/0.9T 

70 

135 

M/5 

turbo Dynamique 

219 900 

4.5 

104 12.2 3/0.9T 

70 

135 

M/5 

turbo GT-Line 

229 900 

4.5 

105 12.2 3/0.9T 


150 

M/5 

RS 200 Lux 

309 900 

6.3 

144 6.7 4/1 .6T 

147 

240 

D/6 

RS 200 Cup 

339 900 

6.3 

144 6.7 4/1 .6T 

147 

240 

D/6 


1 DUSTER 



& 

VERDICT 1 Vaiue and rugged capabiiity- 

-aciean sweep 

w 


r< 

DUSTER 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.6 Expression 

215 900 

7.6 

177 11.5 4/1.6 

77 

148 

M/5 

1.6 Dynamique 

233 900 

7.6 

177 11.5 4/1.6 

77 

148 

M/5 

1.5dCi Dynamique 

254 900 

4.8 

127 12.36 4/1. 5TD 

80 

240 

M/6 

1 .5dCi Dynamique 4WD 

269 900 

5.2 

135 12.8 4/1.5TD 

80 

240 

M/6 


VERDICT I Styiish and versatiie but siow and duii to drive 


CAPTUR 

66kW turbo Expression 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

219 900 4.9 115 12.9 3/0.9T 66 135 M/5 


66kW turbo Dynamique 

88kW turbo Dynamique auto 


239 900 4.9 115 12.9 3/0.9T 66 135 M/5 

279 900 5.4 125 11.57 4/1.2T 88 190 D/6 


I FLUENCE 


VERDICT I A iot of car for not a iot of dosh 




FLUENCE 

1.6 Expression 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

244 900 6.8 155 11.5 4/1.6 82 151 M/5 


289 900 7.9 182 9.9 4/2.0 103 195 M/6 


2.0 Dynamique auto 


299 900 7.7 178 10.1 4/2.0 103 195 C/V 


MEGANE 


VERDICT I Another faceiift for rapidiy ageing Frenchie 


MEGANE 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

1 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 









81 kW Dynamique 

259 900 

6.9 

159 

10.5 

4/1.6 

81 

151 

M/6 

97kW turbo GT Line 

289 900 

5.4 

124 

9.7 

4/1. 2T 

97 

225 

M/6 

162kW turbo GT 

339 900 

7.3 

169 

6.71 

4/2.0T 

162 

340 

M/6 

coupe 

81 kW Dynamique 

259 900 

6.9 

159 

10.5 

4/1.6 

81 

151 

M/6 

97kW turbo GT Line 

289 900 

5.4 

124 

9.7 

4/1. 2T 

97 

225 

M/6 

162kW turbo GT 

339 900 

7.3 

169 

7.6 


_J62^ 

340 


RS Lux 265 

389 900 

8.2 

190 6.51 

4/2.0T 

195 

360 

M/6 

RS Trophy 275 

449 900 

7.5 

174 

6.0 

4/2.0T 

201 

360 

M/6 


VERDICT I Capabie soft-roader. Repiaced soon 


KOLEOS 

2.5 Dynamique 

2.5 4x4 Dynamique 

2.5 4x4 Dynamique auto 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

339 900 9.6 230 9.0 4/2.5 126 226 M/6 

369 900 9.9 237 9.57 4/2.5 126 226 M/6 

399 900 9.6 228 n/a 4/2.5 126 226 C/V 


ROLLS-ROYCE 


VERDICT I Worid’s second greatest iuxury car 


GHOST 

Ghost 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

POA 14.0 327 4.9 V12/6.6T 420 780 A/8 


Extended Wheelbase 


14.1 329 5.0 V12/6.6T 420 780 A/8 


WRAITH 

Wraith 


PRICE 

POA 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

14.0 327 4.6 V12/6.6T 465 800 A/8 


1 PHANTOM 

1 

VERDICT 1 Worid’s greatest iuxury car 

1 "l-H 


PHANTOM 

Phantom 


PRICE 

POA 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

14.8 347 5.9 V12/6.7 338 720 A/8 


Extended Wheelbase 




Coupe 

Drophead Coupe 


POA 

POA 


14.8 347 5.8 V12/6.7 338 720 A/8 

14.8 347 5.8 V12/6.7 338 720 A/8 


SMART 1 

1 FORTWO 


VERDICT 1 Makes more sense in Rome than Parys 


fort wo 

1.0 coupe mhd pure 


PRICE 

214 000 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

4.3 97 13.7 3/1.0 52 92 S/5 


1.0 coupe mhd pulse 


13.7 3/1.0 52 92 S/5 


lot cabrio passion 


249 000 4.9 115 10.7 3/1.0T 62 120 S/5 


SSANGYONG 


f!<i] ;?ii j 1 


VERDICT 1 The reinvention of SsangYong 

12 



PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

324 995 7.5 175 n/a 4/2.0 110 197 M/6 
























THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 117 


ACTYON SPORTS 


VERDICT I Radical facial surgery can’t hide faults 




150 400 5.2 124 12.6 4/1.2 63 113 M/5 


165 900 5.9 140 n/a 4/1.2 63 113 A/4 


ACTYON SPORTS 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 


MANZA 


VERDICT I Vista-with-a-boot is no looker 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 


135 900 5.3 126 12.6 4/1.2 63 113 IVI/5 


2.0Dhiqh 

309 995 

7.4 196 n/a 4/2.0TD 

114 360 M/6 

1.2 GL 


148 400 

5.7 

126 

J2^ 

_^/1^ 

63 113 M/5 

1.4 Ignis 

162 995 

6.4 151 13.5 4/1.4 

66 116 M/5 


359 995 

7.5 199 n/a 4/2.0TD 

114 360 M/6 

1.2 GLauto 


164 400 

5.8 

137 

jnl^ 

4/1.2 

63 113 A/4 









1.4 GLS 


201 900 

5.5 

132 

10.9 

4/1.4 

70 130 M/5 

1 SUPER ACE 


1 


1 REXTON W 

1 



1.4 GLS auto 


216 900 

6.2 

147 

12.3 

4/1.4 

70 130 A/4 

1 VERDICT 1 Could turn out to be Tata’s trump card 


1 VERDICT 1 The W stands for ‘work of art’, apparently 


1.6 Sport 


241 900 

6.5 

153 

8.7 

4/1.6 

100 160 M/6 

SUPER ACE EX2 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

REXTON W 

PRICE 

L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 









1.4TDDLS 

139 995 

7.2 190 n/a 4/1 .4TD 

52 135 M/5 

RX270XDi 

394 995 

8.6 228 n/a 5/2.7TD 

121 340 M/5 

ICIAZ 

■ 1 






1 

1.4TDDLE 

149 995 

7.2 190 n/a 4/1 .4TD 

52 135 M/5 

RX270XDi Deluxe 

449 995 

9.0 242 n/a 5/2.7TD 

121 340 A/5 

1 VERDICT 1 Solid, conservative three-box. No real USP 







1 SUBARU 


•414 

VERDICT 1 Raised-body Impreza is not without merit 


CIAZ 

1,4 GL 


PRICE 

183 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

5.4 125 n/a 4/1.4 70 130 M/5 


WORKER 


VERDICT I Apparently farmers are keen 




203 900 5.4 125 n/a 4/1.4 70 130 M/5 


218 900 5.5 131 n/a 4/1.4 70 130 A/4 


WORKER 

3L 207 Pi Turbo 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

152 495 n/a n/a n/a 4/3.0TD 53 225 M/5 


XV 

PRICE 

L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0i 

323 000 

8.0 189 10.5 b4/2 


196 

_M/^ 

2.0i auto 

338 000 

7.9 187 10.7 b4/2 

110 

196 

c/v 

2.0i-S auto 

374 000 

7.9 187 10.7 b4/2 

110 

196 

c/v 


1 FORESTER 


1 



1 VERDICT 1 ‘Smarter, safer, further’ maxim rings true 

L. 


W 

FORESTER 

PRICE 

L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 X 

353 000 

7.2 168 10.6 b4/2 

110 

198 

M/6 

2.5 X 

^8a_0ilQ_ 

8.1 187 9.9 b4/2.5 

126 

-23.5_ 

C/v 

2.5 XS 

423 000 

8.1 187 10,09 b4/2.5 

126 

235 

C/v 

2.5 XS Premium 

467 000 

8.1 187 9.9 b4/2.5 

126 

235 

C/v 


ERTIGA 


VERDICT I Stretched Swift joins the 7-seater brigade 


XENON 


VERDICT I Most of the Chinese bakkies do it better 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


1.4 GA 

166 500 

6.6 

156 

n/a 

4/1.4 

70 

130 

M/5 

3.0L Fleetline 

162 495 

10.0 

264 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

85 

300 

M/5 

1.4 GL 

186 500 

6.6 

156 

n/a 

4/1.4 

70 

130 

M/5 

3.0LDLE 

199 995 

10.0 

264 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

85 

300 

M/5 

1.4 GL auto 

201 500 

6.6 

156 

n/a 

4/1.4 

70 

130 

A/4 

XT2.2L 

204 995 

9.0 

260 

n/a 

4/2. 2TD 

110 

320 

M/5 

1.4 GLX 

198 500 

6.6 

156 

n/a 

4/1.4 

70 

130 

M/5 

XT 2.2L 4x4 

264 995 

-ML 


n/a 4/2.2TD 


rML 


1.4 GLX auto 

213 500 

6.6 

156 


4/1 .4 

70 

130 

A/4 

double cab 


















XT2.2L 

259 995 

9.0 

260 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

110 

320 

M/5 

1 JIMNY 








XT 2.2L 4x4 

294 995 

9.0 

260 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

110 

320 

M/5 


VERDICT I Frugal, affordable and immensely fun. 


540 000 8.5 197 7.41 b4/2.0T 177 350 C/V 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

229 900 7.2 171 12.48 4/1_.3_63_1_1i)_Mi^ 


1 OUTBACK 1 


VERDICT 1 Another great Scooby out on the fringes 



245 900 7.6 181 17.2 4/1.3 63 110 A/4 


OUTBACK 

2.5i-S Premium 

PRICE 

489 000 

L/100 

7.3 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

167 10.2 b4/2.5 

KW NM GEAR 

129 235 C/v 

2.0D Premium 

539 000 

6.3 

165 

9.9 b4/2.0TD 

110 350 C/v 

3.6 R-S Premium 

539 000 

9.9 

230 

7.6 b6/3.6 

191 350 C/v 


1 LEGACY 1 






1 VERDICT 1 Exterior bang up to date, interior left behind 



LEGACY 

3.6 R-S Premium 


VERDICT I Larger, more refined. No crossover revolution 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

269 900 5.8 137 11.0 4/1.6 86 156 M/5 

300 900 5.8 137 11.0 4/1.6 86 156 M/5 

323 900 5.8 137 12.4 4/1.6 86 156 C/V 

324 900 6.2 146 11.59 4/1.6 86 156 M/5 


TOYOTA 


rroii 


VERDICT 1 Cheap cross-faced tot is missing its toys 



PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

138 900 4.4 102 14.2 3/1.0 51 95 M/5 


139 900 4.4 102 14.2 3/1.0 51 95 M/5 


VERDICT I Sound mechanics, but still all about the b 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

529 000 9.9 230 7.2 b6/3.6 191 350 C/V 


1.6 GLX AIIGrip auto 


346 900 6.2 146 13.5 4/1.6 86 156 C/V 


ETIOS 

hatch 1.5X1 


PRICE 


L /100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


6.0 138 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 


WRX 


VERDICT I Involving and fun. Rivals have better cabins 


GRAND VITARA 


VERDICT I Nip ’n tuck for evergreen soft-roader 


5.9 136 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 


156100 5.9 136 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 


WRX 

WRX Premium 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

-JMm a.^_213_6,„8.^b4i2.0T 197 350 M/6 


GRAND VITARA 

2.4 Dune 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

333 900 8.9 212 11.7 4/2.4 122 225 M/5 


171 400 6.0 138 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 


2.4 Dune auto 


348 900 9.9 234 12.0 4/2.4 122 225 A/4 


WRX Premium auto 


495 000 8.6 199 6.3 b4/2.0T 197 350 C/V 


403 900 8.9 212 11.7 4/2.4 122 225 IVI/5 


YARIS 


VERDICT I Largelyjoyless, very pricey, no turbo 


WRX STI Premium 


629 000 10.4 242 5.75 b4/2.5T 221 407 M/6 


2.4 Summit auto 


9.9 234 12.0 4/2.4 122 225 A/4 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

173 400 5.0 117 15.3 3/1.0 51 95 M/5 


1 SUZUKI 1 

TATA 

1 CELERIO 1 


1 INDICA 

VERDICT 1 Three-pot Suzi is good value. Avoid the auto 

VERDICT 1 Entry-level motoring isn’t fun 


200 400 5.6 131 11.7 4/1.3 73 125 M/6 


211 800 5.5 127 12.6 4/1.3 73 125 C/V 


282 500 3.6 82 11.8 4/1.5e 74e 111+e C/V 


CELERIO 

1.0 GA 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T 

113 900 4.7 110 14.0 3/1.0 


KW NM GEAR 

50 90 M/5 


INDICA 

1.4 LGi 


PRICE 

113 995 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

7.4 168 12.8 4/1.4 55 110 M/5 


Hybrid 

I AVANZA 


VERDICT I Still not pretty, but now more compelling 


4.7 110 14.0 3/1.0 50 90 M/5 


117 995 7.4 


12.8 4/1.4 55 110 IVI/5 


140 400 4.6 108 14.0 3/1.0 50 90 S/5 


1 SPLASH 1 


VERDICT 1 Shorter but taller than similai 

riy priced Swift 


A 


I BOLT s 


VERDICT I Best, most refined Tata yet 


AVANZA 

1.3S 




PRICE 

193 400 


L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

6.1 145 n/a 4/1.3 70 121 M/5 


6.1 145 n/a 4/1.3 70 121 M/5 


214 900 6.3 150 n/a 4/1.5 77 137 M/5 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


231 600 6.7 160 n/a 4/1.5 77 137 A/4 


SPLASH 

PRICE 

L /100 CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

hatch 1.2TXMS 

132 995 

6.5 154 n/a 

_^/12^ 

66 140 M/5 

1.5 TX 

245 600 6.3 150 n/a 4/1.5 

77 137 M/5 

1.2 GA 

131 400 

5.6 133 12.3 4/1.2 


hatch 1.2TXT 

142 995 

6.5 154 n/a 

4/1. 2T 

66 140 M/5 




1.2 GL 

141 400 

5.6 133 12.3 4/1.2 

63 113 M/5 

sedan 1.2TXMS 



6...5 154 n/a 

4/1. 2T 

6_6 14(LM/5 

COROLLA QUEST 

'■■■'a- s*'"' ■ ....•J 


1.2 GL auto 

156 900 

6.4 150 n/a 4/1,2 

63 113 A/4 

sedan 1.2TXT 

152 995 

6.5 154 n/a 

4/1. 2T 

66 140 M/5 

■ VERDICT 1 Old Corolla returns as a cut-price contender 










COROLLA QUEST 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

1 SWIFT 




1 VISTA ■ 




1^ 

1.6 

185 700 6.6 157 10.5 4/1.6 

90 154 M/6 

1 VERDICT 1 

Fun, but battles to make a fresh impact 

1 VERDICT 1 Life’s much tougher in this price bracket 

1.6 auto 

199 900 6.3 150 11.1 4/1.6 

90 154 C/v 


SWIFT 
DZire sedan 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR VISTA 

1.4 Ini Bounce 


PRICE 

129 995 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

6.7 159 14.0 4/1.4 55 114 M/5 


_1^Bm0_&._6_157 10.5 4/1.6 90 154 M/6 


136 900 5.2 124 12.6 4/1.2 63 113 M/5 


150 495 6.7 157 13.5 4/1.4 66 116 M/5 


Visit you nearest Audi 
Dealer for more info. 

and stack 'em. 

Bicycle rack for roof bars - RISOO 


Rack 'em 


OiiM fJIff TCrtVN ftl44a^ 


Audi 

Genuirw Access ones 
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COROLLA 


VERDICT I More style, more energy for SA’s go-to sedan 


2.2D-4D AWD GX 


149 n/a 4/2.2TD 110 340 M/6 


COROLLA 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 

1 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.3 Esteem 

231 700 

6.0 

139 

J2^ 

4/1.3 

73 

J2^ 

M/6 

1.3 Prestige 

249 600 

6.0 

139 

12.6 

4/1.3 

73 

128 

M/6 

1.4D-4D Esteem 

261 200 

4.5 

119 

12.5 4/1 .4TD 

66 

205 

M/6 

1.4D-4D Prestige 

273 000 

4.5 

119 

12.5 4/1 .4TD 

66 

205 

M/6 

1 .6 Esteem 

24_3 4_00 


157 10,5 

4/1.6 


-15_4_ 

M/6 

1.6 Prestige 

259 200 

6.6 

157 

10.5 

4/1.6 

90 

154 

M/6 

1 .6 Prestige auto 

270 900 

6.3 

150 

11.1 

4/1.6 

90 

154 

C/V 

1.6 Sprinter 

268 800 

6.6 

157 

10.5 

4/1.6 

90 

154 

M/6 

1.8 Prestige 

269 900 

7.0 

165 

n/a 

4/1.8 

103 

173 

M/6 

1.8 Exclusive 

292 300 

7.0 

165 

n/a 

4/1.8 

103 

173 

M/6 

1.8 Exciusive auto 

304000 


1521QJ_ 

4/1.8 

103 

173 

C/V 


1 AURIS 

g 


VERDICT 1 Sharper-suited Corolla hatch? Or-is itjust us? 

P 

AURIS 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 

1 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.3X 

228 200 

5.8 

134 

12.6 

4/1.3 

73 

128 

M/6 

1.6 Xi 

254 100 

6.2 

145 

10.0 

4/1.6 

97 

160 

M/6 

1.6 XS 

265 000 

6.2 

145 

10.0 

_4/1^ 

97 


M/6 

1.6 XR 

293 500 

6.2 

145 

9.55 

4/1.6 

97 

160 

M/6 

1.6 XR auto 

307 700 

6.0 

138 

10.8 

4/1.6 

97 

160 

C/V 

Hybrid XR 

367 500 

3.9 

91 

10.9 

4/1. 8e 

100e142+e C/V 




INNOVA 


VERDICT I Vast, unsophisticated people-mover 


INNOVA 

2.7 8-seater 


324 000 11.2 265 n/a 4/2.7 11.8_24JLM/^ 


86 


VERDICT I Light, simple, cheap, RWD fun. Brilliant 


2.0 high 

393 800 

7.8 

181 

7.35 

b4/2.0 

147 

205 

M/6 

2.0 high auto 

413 700 

7.1 

164 

7.79 

b4/2.0 

147 

205 

A/6 


1 HILUX 

1 


VERDICT 1 No longer the outright bakkie king 


HILUX 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 

216 900 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/2.0 

100 

182 

M/5 

2.0 s 

223 600 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/2.0 

100 

182 

M/5 

2.5D-4D 

246 900 



n/a 4/2.5TD 


200 

M/5 

2.5D-4DS 

253 000 

n/a 

n/a 

n/_a 4i2,_5TD 


200 

M/5 

2.5D-4DSRX 

302 100 


n/a 

_ny.a_JV.2.5TD_ 


260 

M/5 

2.5D-4D 4x4 SRX 

361 300 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/2. 5TD 

75 

260 

M/5 

2.7 Raider Legend 45 

317 000 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/2.7 

118 

241 

M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 

364 400 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 423 600 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

Xtra Cab 

2.5D-4D SRX 

315 500 


ji/^ 


4/2.5TD 

75 

260 

M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 

395 000 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 454 500 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

double cab 

2.7 Raider Legend 45 

399100 

10.8 

257 

n/a 

4/2.7 

118 

241 

M/5 

2.5D-4D 4x4 SRX 

421 300 

8.7 

229 


4/2.5TD 

75 

260 

M/5 

2.5D-4D Raider Legend 45 

434 900 

8.0 

211 

n/a 

4/2. 5TD 

106 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 

462 900 

8.6 

226 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 auto 

477 300 

9.7 

257 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

A/4 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 523 300 

8.6 

226 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 auto 

537 800 

9.7 

257 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

A/4 

4.0 V6 Raider Legend 45 

476 400 

12.0 

286 

n/a 

V6/4 

175 

376 

A/5 

4.0 V6 4x4 Raider Legend 45 

563 900 

12.0 

286 

n/a 

V6/4 

175 

376 

A/5 


RAV4 



VERDICT 1 Back in the game after warming the bench 


RAV4 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 GX 

317 800 

7.7 

179 

n/a 

4/2.0 

107 

187 

M/6 

2.0 GX auto 

328 800 

7.4 

173 

n/a 

4/2.0 

107 

187 

C/V 


2.2D-4D AWD VX 


480 800 6.5 172 n/a 4/2.2TD 110 340 A/6 


450 700 8.5 198 n/a 4/2.5 132 233 A/6 


UM 


VERDICT I Struggles to shrug off taxi image 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

304 800 11.2 265 n/a 4/2.7 11.8_24_1_M/^ 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

350100 7.8 181 7.6 b4/2 147 205 M/6 


QUANTUM 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.7 GL 10-seater bus 

415 800 

13.8 

327 

18.4 4/2.7 

111 

241 

M/5 

2.7 GL 14-seaterbus 

431 700 

14.3 339 20.7 4/2.7 

J11_ 

_2^ 

M/5 

2.5D-4D GL 10-seater bus 

.__44_a_5D_Q_. 

— 9A_ 

25.S 25,4 4/2. .5TD 

-75_. 

-26_Q_ 

-M/.5__ 

2.5D-4D GL 14-seater bus 

449 500 

9.9 

266 28.2 4/2.5TD 

75 

260 

M/5 


1 FORTUNER 

m 

s 


VERDICT 1 Well-priced and exceptionally capable 

w 



FORTUNER 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.5D-4D 

399 500 

8.0 

211 

11.2 4/2.5TD 

106 

343 

M/5 

2.5D-4D auto 

413 300 

9.1 

240 

n/a 4/2.5TD 

106 

343 

A/4 

3.0D-4D 

480 000 

8.5 

226 

11.3 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D auto 

493 600 

9.4 

248 

11.8 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

A/4 

3.0D-4D Limited 

480 000 

8.5 

226 

11.3 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D Limited auto 

4_93_60_Q_ 

—9A_ 

248 

11.8 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

A/4 

3.0D-4D 4x4 

5.34 4_0i) 


-228_ 

118 4/3.QTD 

120 

343 

_M/5_ 

3.0D-4D 4x4 auto 

548 300 

9.8 

259 

12.3 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

A/4 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Limited 

534 400 

8.6 

228 

11.8 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Limited auto 

548 300 

9.8 

J59_ 

12.3 4/3.0TD 


343 


4.0 V6 

513 000 

12.7 

303 

9.7 V6/4 

175 

376 

A/5 

4.0 V6 4x4 

567 200 

13.0 

309 

9.7 V6/4 

175 

376 

A/5 


1 PRIUS 

1 

1 ^ 



VERDICT 1 Going this green is no fun 



PRIUS 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

HSD Exclusive 

447 700 

4.1 

94 

10.4 4/1. 8e 

100e142+e C/V 


1 LAND CRUISER 70 SERIES 



— 


VERDICT 1 When there’s work to be done in the bush 

LAND CRUISER 70 SERIES 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

79 4.0 V6 

45_5 4(JD . 

__n^ 

-n/a_ 

12.6 V6/4 

_170_ 

360 

-JM/5__ 

79 4.2D 

516 300 



18.0 6/4.2D 

_25_ 

285 

M/5 

79 4.5D-4D LXV8 

590 800 

11.6 

306 

n/a V8/4.5TD 151 

430 

M/5 

double cab 

79 4.0 V6 

548 900 

13.6 320 12.6 V6/4.0 


360 

M/5 

79 4.2D 

575 700 

13.0 

343 20.08 6/4.2D 

96 

285 

M/5 

79 4.5D-4D LX V8 

646 500 

11.6 

306 

n/a V8/4.5TD 151 

430 

M/5 


76 4.5D-4DLXV8 


661 100 11.6 306 n/a V8/4.5TD 151 430 M/5 


I FJ CRUISER 


VERDICT I Does the original proud 


FJ CRUISER 

FJ Cruiser 


FJ Sport Cruiser 


552 900 11.4 267 7.6 V6/4.0 200 380 A/5 


LAND CRUISER PRADO 




VERDICT I Nothing to deter the off-road faithful 


LAND CRUISER PRADO 

3.0DT TX 


797 900 11.5 266 10.9 V6/4 202 381 A/5 


800 200 8.5 226 12.044/3.0TD 120 400 A/5 


LAND CRUISER 200 


VERDICT I Buy a 70 Series and a Fortuner instead 


LAND CRUISER 200 

4.6 V8 VX 


1 108 800 10.3 273 8.6 V8/4.5TD 173__61_5_^/^ 


VOLKSWAGEN 


up! 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

526 800 11.4 267 8.61 V6/4.0 200 380 A/5 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

700 600 8.5 226 11.7 4/3.0TD 120 400 A/5 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 079 800 13.9 327 n/a V8/4.6 227 439 A/6 


VERDICT 1 Large on quality, small on price - people’s car! 

ti 

kL. 


up! 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

take up! 1 .0 

140 000 

4.6 

106 

13.2 

3/1.0 

55 

95 

M/5 

move up! 1.0 

147 100 

4.6 

106 

13.2 

3/1.0 

55 

95 

M/5 

club up! 1.0 

155 600 

4.6 

106 

13.2 

3/1.0 

55 

95 

M/5 


1 POLO VIVO 


ji 


VERDICT 1 Breathing new life into old cars - 

a VW usp 

f 


POLO VIVO 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 









1.4 Conceptline 

147 900 

6.2 

147 

12.9 

4/1.4 

55 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Blueline 

154 400 

5.8 

138 

13.5 

4/1.4 

55 

126 

M/5 

1.4 Trendiine 

163 300 

6.2 

147 

12.2 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Eciipse 

172 300 

6.2 

147 

12.2 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Trendiine auto 

179 300 

6.9 

163 

17.5 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

A/6 

1.6 Comfortline 

177 500 

6.6 

156 

10.6 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

1.6 GT 

184 900 

6.6 

157 

10.6 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

Maxx 1.6 

187 300 

6.6 

157 

10.6 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

sedan 

1.4 Conceptline 

156 000 

6.2 

147 

12.9 

4/1.4 

55 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Blueline 

161 500 

5.8 

138 

13.5 

_^/1^ 


J26_ 

M/5 

1.4 Trendline 

170 600 

6.2 

J47. 

12.2 

4/1.4 


132 

M/5 

1.4 Eciipse 

179 600 

6.2 

147 

12.2 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Trendiine auto 

186 600 

6.9 

163 

17.5 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

A/6 

1.6 Trendiine 

177 000 

6.6 


10.6 

_^/1^ 


155 


1.6 Comfortiine 

184 700 

6.6 

156 

10.6 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 


POLO ^ 


4 


VERDICT 1 Locally built hatch brings quality to the masses 




POLO 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sedan 









1.4 Trendiine 

189 900 

5.9 

139 

12.8 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Comfortline 

207 900 

5.9 

139 

12.8 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

M/5 

1.6 Trendline 

204 900 

6.0 

143 

11.1 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

1.6 Comfortline 

219 900 

6.0 

143 

11.1 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

1.6 Comfortline auto 

234 900 

6.5 

154 

12.3 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

A/6 

1.5TDI Comfortline 

247 200 

4.9 

128 

11.2 4/1 .5TD 

77 

250 

M/5 

hatch 

1.2TSI Trendline 

204 900 

4.9 

117 

10.8 

4/1. 2T 

66 

160 

M/5 

1.2TSi Comfortiine 

229 300 

4 9 


10.8 4/1.2T 


160 

M/5 

1.2TSIHighline 

250 400 

5.1 

120 

9.9 

4/1. 2T 

81 

175 

M/6 

1.2TSI Highline auto 

266 400 

5.1 

122 

9.3 

4/1. 2T 

81 

175 

D/7 

1.0TSI BlueMotion 

239 200 

4.2 

97 

10.5 

3/1 .OT 

70 

160 

M/5 

1.4TDI Trendline 

226 900 

4.1 

108 

12.9 3/1 .4TD 

55 

210 

^^M/5_ 

1.4TDi Highline 

255 800 

4.1 

108 

9.9 

3/1 .4TD 

77 

250 

M/5 

CrossPoio 1.2TSi 

258 400 

5.3 

125 

9.8 

4/1. 2T 

81 

175 

M/6 

CrossPoio 1.4TDI 

263 800 

4.2 

111 

10.5 3/1 .4TD 

77 

250 

M/5 

GTi 

318 000 

6.0 

139 

■Si, 

4/1. 8T 

J41_ 

320 

M/6 

GTi auto 

334 000 

5.6 

129 

-6JL_ 

4/1. 8T 

141 

250 

D/7 


1 CADDY 

1 , 



VERDICT 1 A practical wagon for a//the folks 

E. 



CADDY 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.6 Trendline 

302 800 

— 8.^- 

195 

ja.TL 

4/1.6 


148 

M/5 

2.0TDi Trendline 

322 100 

5.7 

149 

12.4 4/2.0TD 

81 

250 

M/5 

CrossCaddy2.0TDI 

343 300 

5.7 

149 

12.4 4/2.0TD 

81 

250 

M/5 

Maxi 

2.0TDI Trendline 

340 200 

5.8 

152 

12.8 4/2.0TD 

81 

250 

M/5 

2.0TDI Trendline auto 

368 200 

6.3 

166 

10.9 4/2.0TD 

103 

320 

D/6 


1 JETTA 



VERDICT I Quality from the top-drawer 


JETTA 

1.2TSI Trendline 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

266 400 5.1 117 10.7 4/1.2T 77 175 M/6 


1.4TSI Trendline 


284 400 5.4 125 9.6 4/1 .4T 92 200 M/6 


1.4TSI Comfortline 


299 900 5.4 125 9.6 4/1 .4T 92 200 M/6 



OSiM CAPf TOm 7il 




















THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 119 


1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

315 900 

5.2 

119 

9.6 4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

D/7 

1.4TSI Highline auto 

339 000 

5.2 

119 

8.6 4/1 .4T 

110 

250 

D/7 

1.6TDI Comfortline 

316 700 

4.5 

119 

11.29 4/1. 6TD 

77 

250 

M/5 

1.6TDI Comfortline auto 

332 700 

4.7 

123 

11.7 4/1. 6TD 

77 

250 

D/7 

2.0TDI Highline 

371 800 

5.3 

138 

9.5 4/2.0TD 

103 

320 

D/6 


BEETLE 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

1 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.2TSI Design 

289 000 

5.9 

137 

10.84 

4/1. 2T 

77 

175 

M/6 

1.2TSICIub 

J_0J1.5Q.Q_ 

-JJ- 

-123_1il.Q_ 

4/1. 2T 


_175_ 

M/6 

1.4TSI Sport 

354 500 

5.6 

129 

8.7 

4/1 .4T 

110 

250 

M/6 

1.4TSI Sport auto 

370 500 

5.3 

122 

8.7 

4/1 .4T 

110 

250 

D/7 


1 GOLF 1 

1 - 


|B 

VERDICT 1 Stratospheric refinement 


GOLF 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 









1.2TSI Trendline 

275 700 

4.9 

114 

9.9 

4/1. 2T 

81 

175 

M/6 

1.4TSI Trendline 

292 700 

5.2 


9.1 

_^/14^ 

92 

_200_ 

_M/^ 

1.4TSI Comfortline 

311 100 

5.2 

120 

9.1 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

327 100 

5.0 

119 

9.1 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

D/7 

1.4TSI Highline 

336 300 

5.2 

120 

8.2 

4/1 .4T 

110 

250 

M/6 

2.0TDI Comfortline 

333 100 

_^j6_ 

120 10.5 4/2.0TD 


250 

M/5 

2.0TDI Highline 

388 500 

4.5 

119 

8.6 

4/2.0TD 

110 

320 

D/6 

GTI 

424 300 

—QJl- 

139 


4/2.0T 

162 

350 

M/6 

GTI auto 

440 300 

6.4 

148 

6.5 

4/2. OT 

162 

350 

D/6 

GTI Performance auto 

460 300 

6.4 


6.4 

_^/Z0^ 

169 

350 

_D/^_ 

R 

524 300 

7.1 

165 

5.0 

4/2.0T 

206 

380 

M/6 

R auto 

540 300 

6.9 

159 

5.26 

4/2.0T 

206 

380 

D/6 

cabriolet 

1.4TSI Comfortline 

354 300 

5.5 

J27_ 

9.9 

_^/14^ 

92 

_200_ 

_M/^_ 

1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

370 300 

5.4 

124 

9.9 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

D/7 

1.4TSI Highline auto 

419 800 

5.3 

123 

8.8 

4/1 .4T 

110 

250 

D/7 

GTI cabriolet 

470 300 

6.5 

152 

6.9 

4/2. OT 

162 

350 

D/6 


IGOLFSV 1 

1 -H 

4 


VERDICT 1 Roomier Goif guns for B-Ciass 

=5# 


GOLFSV 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KWNM GEAR 

1.2TSI Trendline 

294 600 

5.1 

117 

10.7 

4/1. 2T 

81 

175 

M/6 

1.4TSI Comfortline 

327 300 

—5A_ 



4/1 .4T 

_g2_ 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

343 300 

5.2 

121 

9.9 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

D/7 

2.0TDI Comfortline 

349 300 

4.6 

120 

10.5 4/2.0TD 

81 

250 

M/5 

2.0TDI Comfortline auto 

365 300 

4.6 

120 

10.5 4/2.0TD 

81 

250 

D/6 


TOURAN 


VERDICT I The Golf for minivan-lovers 


TOURAN 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KWNM GEAR 

1.2TSI Trendline 

313 200 

6.4 

149 

11.9 4/1 .2T 

77 

175 M/6 

2.0TDI Trendline 

33_9_QilO 

-_5-4_ 

144 

12.1 4/2. OID 

-8_1_ 

25_Q_M/_6__ 

2.0TDI Trendline auto 

355 000 

5.7 

149 

12.1 4/2.0TD 

81 

250 D/6 

1.4TSI Highline 

360 800 

6.8 

159 

9.5 4/1 .4ST 

103 

220 M/6 


1 AMAROK 

1 


1 



1 VERDICT 1 Briiiiant ieisure bakkie. 8-speed auto is genius 



^91_000_^j6_J98_J5j2_4/Z0TD_^5_250__M^ 


2.0TDI 103kW 


-3-3-2-7QQ Z.^3^2A_AJ2.mD_J33^A(L_ML^ 


2.0TDI 103kWauto 


350 200 8.2 217 12.3 4/2.0TD 1Q3_^(^DJ.7_ 


2.0TDI double cab 






2.0BiTDI double cab 


379 300 7.8 206 10.3 4/2.0TD 132 400 M/6 


2.0BiTDI 4Motion 


8.4 222 10.7 4/2. 0TD 132 400 M/ 66 


SCIROCCO 


VERDICT I A GTI in party garb 


SCIROCCO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KWNM GEAR 

2.0TSI Highline 

377 300 

6.1 

142 

7.4 4/2.0T 

132 

280 

M/6 

GTS 

447 800 

6.4 

148 

6.9 4/2.0T 

162 

350 

D/6 

R 

499 600 

8.0 

187 

5.8 4/2.0T 

188 

350 

D/6 


1 TiGUAN rz : ; 1 


s 


VERDICT 1 Does everything reaiiy weii 

£ 



TIGUAN 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KWNM GEAR 

1.4TSI90kWTrend&Fun 

340 900 

6.5 

152 

10.9 4/1 .4T 

90 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSI 118kWTrend&Fun 

^77900_ 

6,7 


9.3 4/1 .4ST 

J18_ 

_2^ 

M/6 

1.4TSI 118kWTrend&Fun auto 

393 900 

-_7,1- 

-164_ 

a._3 4/1.4^ 

-11-8_ 

-240_. 

-D/-6__ 

2.0TDI Trend&Fun 

369 000 

5.3 

139 

1_1,QJ/2,QTD 

_§1_ 

280 

M/6 

2.0TDI 4Motion Trend&Fun 

436 400 

6.5 

172 

10.7 4/2.0TD 

103 

320 

D/7 

2.0TDI 4Motion Track&Field 

^62^00_ 

6.5 

JZL 

10.7 4/2.0TD 

J03_ 

320 

D/7 

2.0TDI 4Motion Sport&StvIe 

476 500 

6.5 

172 

10.7 4/2.0TD 

103 

320 

D/7 

2.0TSI 4Motion Sport&Style 

499 200 

8.8 

205 

7.61 4/2.0T 

155 

280 

D/7 





PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KWNM GEAR 

422 600 7.1 165 8.5 4/1.8T 118 250 D/7 


_^j8_J82_^j3_^/Z0^J55_^80__D^ 


468 300 5.2 137 8.4 4/2.0TD _1.3_0_3.8(LD/5_ 


3.6 V6 4Motion 


549 800 9.3 215 5.5 V6/3.6 _22(L^^a_D/6_ 


KOMBI / CARAVELLE / CALIFORNIA BEACH 


1 VERDICT 1 The way we used to hoiiday 




KOMBI/CARAVELLE/CALIFORNIA BEACH PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

Kombi 








2.0TDI SWB Trendline 

474 800 

- -7.2_ 

-1_9Q- 

17, S 4/2, QJD 

-7-5_. 

-25J)_. 

-M/5_._ 

2.0TDI LWB Trendline 

482 800 

_7.2_ 

190 

17.9 4/2.0TD 


250 

M/5 

2.0TDI SWB Trendline auto 

502 900 

8.0 

211 

14.7 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

D/7 

2.0TDI SWB Comfortline 

550 200 

7.5 

198 

14.2 4/2.0TD 


340 

M/6 

2.0TDI SWB Comfortline auto 

567 700 

8.0 

211 

14.7 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

D/7 

2.0TDI LWB Comfortline 

558 200 

7.5 

198 

14.2 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

M/6 

2.0TDI LWB Comfortline auto 

575 700 

8.0 

211 

14.7 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

D/7 

Caravelle 

2.0BiTDI 

704 500 

7.8 

206 

11.4 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

M/6 

2.0BiTDI auto 

723 000 

8.1 

214 

11.3 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

D/7 

2.0BiTDI 4Motion auto 

755 500 

8.8 

233 

12.1 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

D/7 

California Beach 


V40 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

V40 









T3 Kinetic 

322 900 

5.5 

127 

8.3 

4/2.0T 

112 

250 

M/6 

T3 Momentum auto 

371 800 

5.5 

129 

8.3 

4/1. 5T 

112 

250 

A/6 

D2 Kinetic 

328 500 

3 6 

94 

10.5 4/2.0TD 


280 


T4 Momentum 

375100 

5.5 



4/2.0T 

140 

300 

M/6 

T4 Momentum auto 

^94QJ1Q_ 

_5..Q- 

128 


4/2.0T 

140 

300 

A/6 

D3 Momentum 

404 500 

4.0 

104 

8.4 

4/2. OTD 

110 

320 

A/6 

D4 Momentum 

413 800 


109 


_4/Z0TD_ 


_40^ 

^A/^ 

T5 Momentum 

431 800 

5.9 

137 

6.3 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

V40 Cross Country 

T4 Momentum 

386 700 

5.5 

128 

7.1 

4/2.0T 

140 

300 

M/6 

T4 Momentum auto 

405 600 

5.6 

129 

7.1 

4/2.0T 

140 

300 

A/6 

D3 Momentum 

423 400 

4.0 

105 

8.5 

5/2.0TD 

110 

320 

A/6 

D4 Momentum 

439 100 

4.3 

112 

7.5 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

T5 AWD Momentum 

474 800 

6.4 

149 

6.1 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 


|S60 


Si 

VERDICT 1 Takes Voivo up another gear 




S60 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

T3 Kinetic 

370 600 

5.6 



4/2.0T 


250 

M/6 

T3 Momentum auto 

404 300 

_5_.Q_ 

135 


4/1. 5T 

J 1 ^ 

250 

A/6 

T4 Momentum 

437 900 

5.8 

134 

7.2 

4/2.0T 

140 

300 

A/6 

D4 Momentum 

463 800 

4.3 

113 

7.6 

_4/Z0TD_ 


_400_ 


T5 Momentum 

496 500 

6.2 

145 

6.3 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

D5 Inscription 

537 300 

4.5 

119 

6.4 

4/2. OTD 

165 

470 

A/8 

T6 Inscription 

561 600 

6.4 

149 

5.9 

4/2. OST 

225 

400 

A/8 


|V60 


VERDICT 1 A sexier, sportier, iess usefui Voivo wagon 




V60 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

T3 Momentum 

421 600 

5.9 

138 


4/1. 5T 

_J 1 ^ 

250 

A/6 

T4 Momentum 

450 600 

5.8 

136 

7,2- 

4/2.QT 

140 

300 

A/6 

D4 Momentum 

473 600 

4.4 

_11§_ 

7.7 4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

T5 Momentum 

509 400 

6.4 

149 

6.4 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

D5 Inscription 

550 400 

4.8 

125 

6.5 

4/2.0TD 

165 

470 

A/8 

T6 Inscription 

573 800 

6.7 

157 

6.0 

4/2. OST 

225 

400 

A/8 


1 %icn nonce nni ikitdv 




1 

1 

1 VVFU 









VERDICT 1 V60 gets XC treatment. Yes, that’s now a thing 


H 

V 6 O CROSS COUNTRY 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

D4 AWD Momentum 

499 900 

5.7 

149 

8.9 

5/2.4TD 

140 

420 

A/6 

T5 AWD Momentum 

533 500 

8.5 

198 

7.1 

5/2.5T 

187 

360 

A/6 


VERDICT I Talented crossover estate is back 


XC70 

D5 AWD Inscription 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

505 000 5.8 153 8.2 5/2.4TD 162 440 A/6 


Ixceo 


VERDICT I Mixes it with the segment’s best 


AMAROK 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 

0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM GEAR 

2.0TDI 

2M_6JK) 

7.f? 

1^9 

1,3.2 

4/2.QTD 

193 

349 

MJ6_ 

2.0TDI 4Motion 

J3_QQQQ_ 

7.7 

203 

1,3.4 

4i2.0TD 

193 

340 

M/6 

2.0TDI Trendline 

362 300 

7.6 

199 

13.2 

4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

M/6 

2.0BiTDI Trendline 

392 100 

7.9 

208 

10.3 

4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

M/6 

2.0TDI Trendline 4Motion 

412 300 

7.7 

203 

13.4 

4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

M/6 

2.0BiTDI Trendline 4Motion 

442 100 

8.0 

211 

10.3 

4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

M/6 


double cab 


2.0TDI Trendline ^37400_^;6_J99_J3;5J/Z0TD_J03_^40_^ 

2.0TDI Trendline 4Motion 488 400 7.7 203 13.7 4/2.0TD 103 340 M/6 


2.0BiTDI Highline 466 100 7.9 208 10.3 4/2.0TD 132 400 M/6 


2.0BiTDI Highline auto 

483 600 

8.2 

216 

10.6 4/2.0TD 

132 

420 

A/8 

2.0BiTDI Highline 4Motion 

517 100 

8.0 

211 

10.6 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

M/6 

2.0BiTDI Highline 4Motion auto 534 600 

8.3 

219 

10.9 4/2.0TD 

132 

420 

A/8 



2.0BiTDI 4Motion 

730 100 

8.4 

221 

11.4 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

M/6 

XC60 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

2.0BiTDI 4Motion auto 

748 600 

8.8 

233 

12.1 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

D/7 

T5 Momentum ^ 

561 200 

— 

A57 7.2__4/2iT 

180 

350 

A/8 









D4 Momentum 

565 800 

4.7 

124 8.1 4/2. OTD 

140 

400 

A/8 

1 TOUAREG 




1 

■j 

s 


D5 AWD Momentum 

627 500 

5.7 

149 8.2 5/2.4TD 

162 

_4^ 

^A/^ 

1 VERDICT 1 Big, comfy, competent SUV 



1 

V 


T6 Momentum 

634 900 

7.0 

163 6.9 4/2.0ST 

225 

400 

A/8 

TOUAREG 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 








V6 Elegance 

734 900 

10.9 

259 

7.8 V6/3.6 

206 

360 

A/8 

1 XC90 




et 

V6 TDI Luxury 

822 500 

7.2 

189 

7.8 V6/3.0TD 

180 

550 

A/8 

1 VERDICT 1 A mega SUV achievement 


9 


6* 

V6 TDI Escape 

847 800 

7.3 

193 

7.8 V6/3.0TD 

180 

550 

A/8 

XC90 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

V8 TDI Executive 

1 020 000 

9.1 

239 

5.8 V8/4.1TD 250 

800 

A/8 

D4 Momentum 

804 000 

5.2 

136 9.2 4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 


D5 AWD Momentum 853 200 5.8 152 7.8 4/2.0TD 165 470 A/8 


T5 AWD Momentum §27422 7.6 176 8.2 4/2.0T 187 350 A/8 

T6 AWD Momentum 867 000 8.0 186 6.5 4/2.0ST 235 400 A/8 

T8 Twin Engine AWD Momentum 1 005100 2.1 49 5.6 4/2.0STe 300 640e A/8 


The Audi A5 with a 3-year Guaranteed 
Future Value for R4 899 p.m. 


Vo r sprung durch Technik 


Visit audi.co.za/offers for more information. 

The Audi AS Sporcb&tk l.ST FSE manuat avaitable at R4S7 000, JncL VAT^ with a monthty instalment of R4 S99 pver 3S months, 

10.05% deposit, balloon value of R277 347, total cost R4S3 711, 0.96% Linked rate. FNB prime rate of 9.5%, Offer calculated 
on model in standard spetEfI cation- Subject to change without prior notifrcatlon. Includes initiation and rnonthly admin fee of RS7, 

Finance offers are subject to credit approval, from Audi Flnancjal Services * a division of Voikswagen Financial Services South Africa _ 

Proprietary Limited. An Authorised Financial Services and Credit Provider, NCRCP6635. Ts and Cs apply. 


Audi 

Financial Services 
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topcar 



m 

TIh^ tlCi Li a dashboard camem ihji 

innsiste of mo parts as it h as a mndifiod vorsioti of the 
.\mcrican Vi 1080FFHD signal transmission chipset,^ 

I whidh al lows the camera to be separated from the 
main hub. 

This means that the camera imti sits securely be- 
[ hind your vebide’s rear- view miirortand the 
hub is stowed out-oMghc between your two from 
scats. Not only does the unobtrusive design of the 
ChaosCam HCi keep your Line of sight clcar^ but it 
also doesn’t attract opportunist criminals next to the 
side of the road. 


The 170'’ wide-angle ftsheye lena records fuiJ 
HD videos as well as audio, and boasts with motion 
detecting Eibllitles. A gTa\iw sensor saves video files 
even when the power supph' is cut off should 
you be invoh'ed in an accident. Other features include] 
DDR^ iGB memory, a 16 Gil MicroSD card and a 
IVlicro USB port. 

The GhaosCJam HCl is perfectly suited for South 
Africa and with a one-year guarantee 
and attractive price of onJy Ra 799.00; it^s a must- 
have driving accessory. 


For more into, send an email to inloSchaoscam£Dm.visi!cdai}5cain.ooinDrgive Dll 678 1044 a call. 

=r-„^ 





Your Prescri ption 


■ VCDS Pro Kll ror VW Audi SEAT 8. Sfcoda 

• GS-91 1 for BMW Molorcyclej 

• Bovorion TeehoEc for BMW 

• Duranietric Porsche 


Diagnostic Sollwdrs far Dorman Automobllot & Motofcyclsi. 85O06SO 



UzelPauw 082 876 8189 
Jeonirte Kruger 082 342 2299 
Sharlene Smith 083 583 1604 
NtckFitzell 071 4306311 
Karlen Steenkamp 082 920 8075 



^1 


M vQuknpw? 


V" cai . 


3^ Vices r t’ 

-f"' ‘ ' 


PeilalBox 1 

n^BBSOBSSiaS 


ansaTOBm 


^ 400 ooo esfr 


ORDER NOW 


aiESEl TOBQUE 


— PowerBox 

082 379 614T t lnri&#dFes«ltorqiU«.co.zii I wvww.di«.eltDrqiie. 
053 298 as^ii iiito4i^pgiditlbox.co £4 ww^w.poflalbow-coHEa 


BUYER'SGUIDE 








BUYER'SGUIDE 


topcar 


CCTV Systems 



hopit‘0^ Swurtpiioftt-ffWH Iti (hf wnilct 

Info^cct v-direct .CD Ji« 

wwwxctv-iiirect.co.za 



MAKESOCC^J^, CAPS, 


IQ on € AieS^HO^S, TOMBSTOtaES 


titles 

pfc mugs/t^shjfts 


Vehicle 

Signage 


Subltfn^tion 


Sublimation Printer 


Vlnvl Cutter 


COUKTFY - WISE OEUVERY 


Fuii Business • 6 Machines R20500 incl 3 Machines Combo 

R15000 incl Vat 


630 mm virjyl cutte/L-« j 
for Signage / Tombstf^s; 
Banners ** 


8in1 ■ 
Combo ^ 
Press^. 


4 Color T*ShlrtScre 0 n Printer 
_ . % R 12 O 0 I) 

" _ mdi VAT 






>7 


I Heavy 

Guillotines 

Ai R42ea 


Photobook Maher A3 
RiaOOO incl 


vwvw.vinvlcutters.co.za 0843048133 



ACCESS 
TOPCAR^S 
COMPREHENSIVE 
ROAD TEST 
DATABASE. 
INCLUDING 
EXCLUSIVE TESTS 
TO TOPCAR .C0.2 A 


SUBSCRIBE TO TOPCAR 
MAGAZINE’S PRINT OR 
DIGITAL EDITIONS, SAVE 
ON YOUR SUBCRIPTION FEE 
AND SCORE WITH OUR COOL 
SUBSCRIBER-ONLY DEALS 


EXPLORE TOPCAR'S 
EXCITING NEW 
SECTIONS. 

COM PAR E PRICES vtoEO^ piquet's gti crash from 
AND SPECS IN OUR several a hqles 
BUYER'S GUIDE IBB 


SIGN UP TO 
RECEIVE TOPCAR'S 
NEWSLETTER - 
NOW REDESIGNED 
FOR BETTER 
VIEWING ON Y 
OUR CELLPHONE 
AND TABLET 


AMAZING ^ 
VIDEOS, 
WALLPAPERS 
AND IMAGE 
GALLERIES 
FROM AROUND 
THE WORLD 


Home i^irct iTcadlesifr Motor$pon (VFnriav TiiH:hACkN]r CinnpEitiiim? 


Buyer's Guide 

JL 

OPPOH 3 

WMirr YOU* auM>4.HCiU 
JlWhffUfTIliJOl* 

iCkiNn inui euMU i mobl 

ntwffiriiimrunr 

ChoostfYOurbrtiil! ■M' 

Oiowt yffljf btjj'id V 

ChOQ»^rfi*i^ w 

CNUU'yOiJt r^ft^ w 

C,hg4HyaurtnaM v 

ChODWyOur mod^ w 


gjpjb* Hfl 

J TZT. 
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WWW, rnfrcwh-e^vfs. com 

1 S-3 Piece Wheels 


WWW, mJi % wh9*l9. Mfit 

1 -s-3 Piece Wheels 


wwwrmhtwheais, com 

1 -S-3 F’/ece Wheels 


w ww. vioianwhoot. com 


WWW, jreJtff . com 


mg wHoiwi <g»> 










MUriiy. oxtramadimiirt3SttMSt. eom 


WWW. pnQrdosignnort hamori cacu/n 


wivvv. m ishadBsigns . t:am 


nia^p^ 

'inclt^ini 


WWW. arkgorformAiico . com 


www.bbaktiBu^t. cnin 






















ENSURE YOUR RIGHTS ARE PROTECTED 

FROM THE CHAOS ON OUR ROADS! 



-ChaosCam 

HC1 

HIDDEN DASHBOARD CAMERA. 

Patented rtew design dastiboard camera 
with lens separate from recording device. 

R2,799.00 

ONE YEAR EXCHANGE GUARANTEE 


Comes with a 16GB microSD Card 
170° wide-angle fisheye lens * 2,7' screen • Full HD resolution 
Seamless Auto Loop Recording • G Sensor 
Barely visible, discouraging theft • Monitor vehicle use and driver behaviour 



CATCH THAT CRASH ON YOUR DASH! 

^^+27 11 678 1044 info@chaoscam.com www.chaoscam.com 






Paint Protection that works! 

Approved by major motor manufacturers in South Africa. 
Insist on VPS protection for your new vehicle 


The Market Leader since 20011 



Headlight Guard 


Side Guard 


Bonnet 

Guard 


Front Guard 



is a tough polyurethane film which 
forms a sturdy barrier between your paint 
and the hazards you encounter on the road. 
It is NOT A POUSH! 



Kwmetmnkjm 

DON’T JUST ASK FOR PAINT PROTECTION FILM..JNSIST ON QPS 


NEW CENTRES OPENING SOON 



www.vpsprotection.co.za 

031 717 1980 


3M Paint Protection Film is Warranted 
for 5 years not to Peel, Bubble or Crack 






No matter what you drive, 
keep it cool with... 


Silvefton Radiators has been in the engine cooling business providing 
quality replacement products for more than sixty years and if there is 
anybody who understands engine cooling then it is us* 

For fast, friendly and efficient service let the professionals help you. There 
are more than 120 Silverton Radiators dealers spread across Southern 
Africa so wherever you are, there ts a Silverton Radiators deafer near you. 


Services offered by Silverton Radiators: 

- Specialist engine cooling systems advice 
* Professional flushing of cooling systems 

~ Radiator and inter-cooler re<oring or refurbishment 

- Custom -made parts as per customer requirements 

- Sales of quality replacement parts 

- Specialised systems and component testing 

- Expert cooling system troubleshooting, service and repair 




hor more iriformation. please vasil www.silvetlonrc'fJ 


u 



Airici AblmfthN 
An4t4H» llrt UlHltlH 


> Leave nothing behind 

When you've got everything you need on the road, you're always ready for 
adventure. Thule's products are designed for you to make the most of your 
active life travelling - safely, easily and in style! 




Thule Wing Bar Edge Roof Racks 


Thule Easyfold 932 

Bike Rack 


Thule Express 970 

Bike Rack 


black 


For more information visit thule.com 

To find the perfect fit for you, click on Buyers Guide 

To find a store near you click on Dealer Locator 


Bring your life 

thule.com 




ADVERTORIAL 



BRENT CARELSE 


BLAZING NEW TRAILS 


Sundown’s legendary midfielder has evolved from sports car 
fanatic to family man. Chevrolet’s Trailblazer is his choice of 
steed today. By Zola Doda. 


that technology and safety. There’s 
music is here too - obviously important 
- and plenty of space for the kids.” 

After spending eight years in Cape 
Town playing for Hellenic and Ajax Cape 
Town Carelse joined mega-rich Mamelodi 
Sundowns, owned by billionaire mining- 
magnate Patrice Motsepe. At Sundowns 
the player won three trophies before 
joining Supersport United where he also 
won three League titles. In 2012, Carelse 
returned to Cape Town where he 
re-joined Ajax Cape Town. 

So Cape Town or Jozi? 

“In Johannesburg people are more 
patient because they are used to sitting 
in traffic but Cape Town, eish, they are 
different. They sit in traffic for five 
minutes and they are already panicking. 
But either place, if you have to be in 
traffic, this car is the best - play music, 
relax, it’s big in here. Comfort is what I 
like the most. I like the reversing camera 
and the leather seats.” 

By now Brent’s completely relaxed 
commandeering the big Chev. He’s been 
off-road up a near vertical incline - 
“Jeeez, noooo problem!” - and cruised 
the highways. As we head back to the city 
he’s in reflective mood: 

“Unlike driving this car, my career was 
not so comfortable,” the player says 
laughing. “I had ups and downs and 
obviously winning the titles with 
Sundowns and Supersport United rank 
high. Now I want to coach the youth, I 
really enjoy that and want to give back to 
the community - after all, that’s how I 
got my break.” Start exploring Brent, 
best of luck. 


joined Hellenic and made his professional 
debut. As he grew older, his style of play 
matured with age - and so did his choice 
for cars. 

“The way you play football changes 
with age and the same applies when it 
comes to cars,” the player explains. 

“As a young player, it’s all about 
excitement and playing for fun but as you 
grow older you adjust your pace and play 
according to your age. I learned to drive 
in a small car - an UNO - and used it to 
take my driver’s test. Then my first car 
was a Jumbo Golf, next a Honda Civic and 
then a BMW Compact - it was 
comfortable and sporty, I used it a lot for 
day-to-day driving like going to training. 
A great young man’s car. Obviously now 
I’m older; I have a wife and kids so a SUV 
is more applicable to my lifestyle. This 
Trailblazer is ideal; a family car that 
makes life easy because there’s 
everything you need inside including all 


t the peak of his career ex 
Sundowns midfielder Brent 
Carelse dribbled past 
defenders with consummate 
ease, using his trademark 
body swerve and acceleration to good 
effect. Driving the Chevrolet Trailblazer 
around Cape Town’s District Six it’s the 
same - the midfielder is happy behind the 
wheel and beats the bends with ease. 

“This is by far the most comfortable 
cars I have ever driven,” Carelse says. 

“It drives really well for such a big car. I 
also own a SUV - my car is a Land Rover 
Discovery - so I’m used to driving high 
and proud. But this is special. A car like 
this is good for long distances or when 
you go camping with family and children. 
It’s a seven-seater, there’s enough space 
for everyone. The inside is spacious. 
Obviously it doesn’t take off as quickly as 
a small car but once you hit the freeway, 
it flies and I like that.” 

Carelse began his career at the age of 
ten in Westbury, Johannesburg before 
joining SAFA’s School of Excellence at the 
beginning of 1994. When Bafana Bafana 
played Zambia in May 1994 in honour of 
President Nelson Mandela’s inauguration, 
Carelse played in a curtain raiser match 
featuring the school. A few years later 
the player moved to Cape Town where he 



COMMONWEAL! H913022 


GREAT POWER, 

GREAT ADVENTURE. 



Feel the dynamic 2.8 LTZ Duramax engine that churns out an impressive 500Nm* of torque. 
Perfectly complemented by the ultra-responsive six-speed gearbox. Enjoy style and comfort 
for seven with our new dual-tone leather trim and premium interior, all this while enjoying 
hands-free functionality from the latest generation Chevrolet MyLink infotainment system, 
with rearview camera. Whether you are out on an adventure or towing up to 3 tons, we still 
offer you the smoothest, most comfortable ride. The open road beckons. 

Enjoy your Journey. ^ 

*2.8 LTZ Auto models 



FINDNEWROADS 



TRAILBLAZER 




Top 10. 

Strange, Ferrari-badged specials 

Some official, some patently not, these are the prancing horses that didn’t 
quite fit the usual Maranello mould. By Wayne Batty 

® 408 4RM 

As if marrying 
hydraulic four-wheel drive 
with duck-billed palatypus 
aesthetics wasn't 
experimental enough, the 
two 408 4RMs Ferrari 
built were also prototypes 
for new chassis production methods. This red one used 
welded stainless steel, but a second, yellow one had a 
chassis made from bits of aluminium glued together. 



© TESTA D’ORO COLANI 

All slippery and fat lipped, Luigi Colani’s 
rebodied Testarossa was built to chase 
Bonneville speed records. It topped 350kph in 
1991 thanks to a twin-turbocharged version 
of the donor car’s flat-1 2 engine. Its Lotec- 
massaged motor delivered power and torque 
outputs in excess of 540kW and 810Nm. 
Botox disasters don’t get any faster than this. 




(Df* 


You guessed it, the FX is also 
based on a Testarossa, in this case a 
51 2M rebodied by Pininfarinafor the 
Sultan of Brunei’s famed collection. 
Part-Corvette Stingray, part-Nissan 
300ZX lines, along with a 12-hole 
plexi-glass rear window are interesting 
enough, but a seven-speed electro- 
hydraulic sequential transmission by 
Williams FI makes it truly unique. 



330 GTC ZAGATO 

Requiring just a nosejob after 
a light accident, US-based Ferrari 
importer Luigi Chinetti shipped his 
1 967 330 GTC off to Zagato for a 
whole new body instead. It returned 
with a notchy profile, a chiselled nose, 
enclosed headlamps and an enormous 
removable targa-style roof - like the 
lovechild of a Studebaker Avanti and 
a Fiat XI /9. 



(7)F90 

vC-/ Looking like a rejected concept 
from Chris Bangle’s early days at 
Fiat it’s hard to believe that the F90 
started life as a Ferrari 51 2M (nee 
Testarossa). Designed by Pininfarina’s 
Enrico Fumia for a wealthy Middle 
East-based client back in 1997, the 
F90 is (thankfully) rarely seen in public. 




© MONDIAL T SPECIALE 
PACE CAR 

Strange that the pace car 
commissioned by title sponsor PPG 
Industries for the Indy Car World 
Series in the late ’80s was based on 
the Mondial, the slowest, least-loved 
Ferraris of its generation. Italian 
outfit I.D.E.A. was responsible for the 
coachbuilt body, Ferrari supplied the 
3.4-litre V8 engine and a modified 
Mondial chassis. Not hard to see why it 
was never on Bernie’s wishlist for FI. 



® 51 2S MODULO 

45 years on, Ferrari concept cars 
still do not come more futuristic than 
Pininfarina’s Modulo. Designed by Paolo 
Martin on a repurposed 512 S race car 
chassis. Modulo’s sliding canopy, visible 
VI 2 and hidden wheels drew instant 
praise from the 1 970 Geneva show 
crowd. Also repurposed were a pair of 
ten-pin bowling balls used to create the 
car’s spherical airvent and minor controls. 



(PhRMtiBOVJ 

With its wedgy profile and anguiarity, the 1976 Rainbow 
has trademark Marceilo Gandini for Bertone styie. Based 
on his Ferrari 308 GT4, the Rainbow featured a folding metai 
roof iong before the 458 Spider adopted the idea. Not quite a 
pot of gold at the end of... and certainly not pretty, but utterly 
beguiling as a prime example of how the 1970’s ‘folded paper’ 
era brought the edge back into car design. 



/^ZAGATO FZ93 


Yet another Testarossa-based 
design, this one penned by Ercole Spada, 
the Formula Zagato made its debut in 
1993. Oddball proportions not helped by 
the two-tone paintwork meant it failed 
to garner much initial praise. It obviously 
grew on Ferrari though as a number of its 
stylistic elements - nose, rear haunches - 
emerged on the Enzo ten years later. 


CONCISO 

Also clearly taken with the palatypus, 
German Bernd Michalak stripped a perfectly 
fine Ferrari 328 GTS to power his concept 
car. Concise was shown at Frankfurt in 1991 
and featured a lightweight aluminium body, 
minimalist leather- and Alcantara-clad interiorl 
and spaces to store two helmets - essential, 
given the low-cut speedster screen and the 
semi-aquatic mammalian front end. 
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THE NEW RANGE ROVER EVOQUE 


BORN IN THE WILD. 
RAISED IN THE CITY. 

landrover.co.za 



ABOVE & BEYOND 



The new Range Rover Evoque is perfectly adapted to the city, 
featuring groundbreaking design. Land Rover's legendary 
capability is also now enhanced by the new All-Terrain 
Progress Control. Visit landrover.co.za or your nearest 
dealer to book your test drive today and conquer the 
urban jungle. 






Christian^orner 
Team Principal 
Infiniti Red Bull Raci 


O- i C C 


EQB-510D-1A: 

Mobile Link Functions, Dual Dial World Time, Tough Solar, 1 -second stopwatch 


CASIO 








Time travellcr 

Smartphone link with world time in 300 cities 


Timing is vital in the fast-paced world of Formula One. Infiniti Red Bull Racing team principal 
Christian Horner relies on Casio Edifice to travel across time zones. One push of a button connects his 
wristwatch to his smartphone. This automatically synchronizes the watch with his location anywhere 
in the world. Christian never misses a minute at the team's UK factory. In today's global lifestyle 
time never stop. 


Connection with an iPhone or GALAXY requires downloading of the dedicated app. 


EQB-510D 
R8 799 


EDlFiCE 


Speerf & Intelligence 


ii/ CASIO WATCH + oas 


©Bluetooth^ 


Downloading can be conducted from the App Store for iPhone or from Google Play for the GALAXY. 



WATCH SPECIALfSTS 

Cavendish Square ‘Tygervalley Center • Somerset Mall 
HeadOffice:021 671 1130 


UIRTCHCS 

i. U N I I M I T C D 

• The Pavilion • La Lucia Mall • Musgrave Centre 
• Gateway • Watercrest Mall 
0861 WATCHES (928243) 
www.watchesunlimited.co.za 


v7 


ffl Casio SA ©CasioSA ®1nitogf«uvi 


1 jaieies 


Call 01 1 675 3013 for details of your nearest Cajee's store. 
Clearwater • Fourways • Northgate • Cradlestone • Keywest • Eastpoint 
Rustenburg Cajees -014 537 3750 


Phone us on 011 314 8888, 0861 CASI01 or 0861 318 888 for your nearest dealer, www.jamesralph.com. 

SPECIFICATIONS AND PRICES SUBJECTTO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 








